
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Trinity 15 • 13th September 2015  

 

You’ve been Tangoed! 
 
One of the highlights of my week was a 
rather wonderful hour and a half on Tuesday 
evening dancing the Argentinian Tango in a 
hotel near Heathrow Airport.  There. Not 
many vicars get to write that!  

The reason for this departure from the norm 
and the mundane? Not a qualifying round for 
Strictly Come Dancing, but rather an exercise 
as part of Systemic Team Coaching course I’m 
currently embarked on. 
One of the core faculty, it 
transpires, is a skilled and 
experienced dancer of the 
Argentinian Tango – and 
the purpose of the 90 
minute exercise was less to 
teach us to do this 
particular dance than to 
draw our attention – 
experientially – to the 
disciplines that make this particular dance 
possible.  Take your partner, he said, and off 
we stepped. 

The fascinating thing about the Argentinian 
Tango is that it is not a ‘choreographed’ 
dance. You don’t ‘learn the steps’, other than 
perhaps the basic outline and a few possible 
embellishments. The dance itself is 
improvised. It emerges in the moment as the 
product of an acute awareness by one dancer 
of the other, of balance and of the music’s 
rhythm. It is all about contact. About hold. It 
is about subtle push and pull. It is about 
improvisation within a framework and about 
two people’s exploration of their inner space 

and the space in the room. Each time it is 
danced it is different. To be good at the 
Argentinian Tango you need to be acutely 
sensitised to your environment and to the 
person you’re dancing with. 

And as I write that, you see the point. The 
Argentinian Tango is a powerful metaphor for 
the relationship that exists within coaching: 
the coach sensing the moment as he or she 

works with an individual (or in 
this case, a team of people) and 
allowing what is needful in 
terms of interventions, silences, 
pauses and movement for 
understanding and insight to 
flow. You may have a framework 
in mind – and in places you may 
even have a script; but great 
coaching emerges in the 
moment, like a dance.  

Not, of course, that I can dance the 
Argentinian Tango, even after an hour and a 
half. No reflection on the undoubted skill of 
our tutor. He has been dancing it for years. 
But about 50  minutes into the session I 
began, just, to ‘get it’ – and by the time we 
reached the end, I didn’t want it to stop. 

It’s not just a good metaphor for coaching, of 
course; the spiritual life of relationship with 
God is a similar ‘dance’, and an emergent 
one. It requires us to slow down; to listen; to 
feel; to notice and become curious. And to 
have the intent to move…     

Fr Alan Gyle
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Parish News & Events 
FR ANDREW SLOANE  
Fr Andrew Sloane is dealing with 
issues which have had an impact 
on his physical and mental well-
being. At the insistence of the 
Bishop of London he is taking a 
period of rest and reflection away from the 
parish. Fr Andrew is being cared for and 
supported by friends with whom he has 
moved in for a short period. It is important 
he is given the space he needs at the present 
time. We would ask for your prayers for Fr 
Andrew, and the team at St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge. 
 

THE PRAYER BRANCH 
Tuesday 15th September 19:00-20:00 at the 
home of a parishioner. 
By coming together on 
a regular basis 
(monthly) basis as 
members of St. Paul’s 
we aim to deepen our 
prayer lives, knowledge of the bible, and 
overall understanding of our Faith. Through 
creating a sense of peace and quietness 
away from our normal pressures we are able 
to feel at ease with each other and discuss 
and share thoughts on biblical passages and 
the complexities of trying in a meaningful 
way to live the Christian life, with time too 
for silence and reflection.  Finally as 
members of the congregation we meet as a 
committed nucleus for specific and general 
intercessory prayers.  For details please 
contact Cecily Worrall on 020 7352 7844 
 

THE GARDEN PARTY  
Thanks to all those who supported Thursday 
evening’s Autumn Garden Party. Well over 
230 people passed through the doors of the 
Vicarage in the course of the evening – and 
we were joined this year by members of the 
Belgravia Residents’ Association and by 
many local traders and business people as 
well as by members of the regular Sunday 
and weekday congregations. Thanks to the 
organising committee for set up, execution 
and a miraculous clear up on Friday 
morning! 

GALA PIANO CONCERT 
Saturday 17th 
October 2015 
at 7.30pm 
Following the 
fund raising 
birthday 
concert in 
April, we have 

raised over £36,000 which has enabled us to 
buy a magnificent 1990 Steinway concert 
grand piano. The piano was originally chosen 
by Alfred Brendel for the Queen’s Hall 
Edinburgh, who have cared for it since 1990, 
and where it has been played by many world 
class pianists. For the inaugural concert at St 
Paul’s Knightsbridge, we are very fortunate 
that Howard Shelley has agreed to direct 
and play the Emperor piano concerto by 
Beethoven – a great work to showcase the 
instrument. The programme will commence 
with Mozart’s Figaro overture with the 
Thames Chamber Orchestra under their 
principal conductor, Keith Marshall, and the 
concert will end with Mendelssohn’s Italian 
Symphony. Ticket prices £15 / £20 / £35  - 
available online at www.spkb.org 
 

PROJECT ‘O’ – latest videos 
online now 
Between now and 
Advent Sunday, we’re 
going on a creative 
journey. Members of 
the congregation – 
Thomas Hyde, composer, and Clare 
McCaldin, mezzo-soprano – along with 
Stevie Farr, Director of Music, and the St 
Paul’s choir and choreographer Hubert 
Essakow are creating a work of music, song 
and dance in an interpretation of The O 
Antiphons of Advent. O will be performed at 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge on Advent Sunday at 
6.00pm on 29 November 2015. A series of 
films, under the title O – The O Antiphons, 
will record the creation of the work. All are 
welcome to the service. You can become 
part of the creative journey by following its 
progress online. Visit www.spkb.org 

http://www.spkb.org/
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The Ordo & Intercessions 
There is a mass daily at St Paul’s and all are 
welcome to attend. Service papers are 
available outside the Chapel or Chancel.  

 
COLLECT FOR TRINITY 14  

 

God, who of thy generous mercy didst send 
the Holy Spirit upon thy Church in the 
burning fire of thy love: grant that thy 
people may be fervent in the fellowship of 
the gospel that, ever abiding in thee, they 
may be found steadfast in faith and active in 
service; through Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church 
with thy perpetual mercy; and, because our 
human frailty without thee cannot but fall, 
 keep us ever by thy help from all things 
hurtful and lead us to all things profitable to 
our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sunday 13 September: 15th Sunday after 
Trinity [Proper 19B; DEL week 24, year 1] 
Masses at 09:00 & 11:00 
 
Monday 14 September: Feast of the Holy 
Cross  
Mass at 18:00; EH p. 303 (Mass with 
Gloria) 
R: You are the Holy One, O God.  
 
Tuesday 15 September: Cyprian, bishop & 
martyr, 258 
Mass at 18:00; EH p. 306 
R: I will rejoice for ever in the Lord.  
 
Wednesday 16 September: Ninian, bishop 
c.432 
Commemoration of E.B. Pusey, priest 1882 
Mass at 18:45; EH p. 309 
R: Let the peoples praise you, O God.  
 

Thursday 17 September: Hildegard, abbess 
& visionary, 1179 
Mass at 18:00; EH p. 311 
R: May these words of mine please my God.  
 
Friday 18 September: feria 
Mass at 18:00; DEL p. 649, year 1 
R: God shall ransom my soul; from the 
grasp of death he will take me.  
 
Saturday 19 September: Theodore of 
Tarsus, archbishop, 690 
Mass at noon; EH p. 314, Common of 
Missionaries, p. 503 
R: Glorious things are spoken of you, O 
Zion.  
 
We pray daily for: 
 For our Bishop, Richard 

 our sister parish, St Paul’s K-Street and its 
new Rector  

 our emerging mission link with All Saints, 
Nhamavila in Mozambique 

 the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, and for the unity and health of 
the Anglican Communion 

 our sisters and brothers of the Roman 
Catholic Church and for Pope Francis I, 
and for the Eastern Orthodox churches 
and Bartholomew the Ecumenical 
Patriarch. 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Fr Andrew Sloane; Fr Peter Anthony; Molly 
Bartle; Sheridan Swallow; Maggie Millbourn; 
Jean Marc Lehut; Anne Marie Fratani; Julie 
Hardman; Jamie Britten; Matthew Hardman; 
Alan Lintott; Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Vivienne Mallinson; Margot Stewart; Jane 
Elstub; Sal Allen; Clariette Wilmot; Tim 
Touhey; Ian Frazer; Elizabeth Gordon; Carole 
Taylor;  Michael Cooke; John King; Alexandra 
Holesh; Cath Dunkley; Steven Davis; Prunella 
Papenthein.  
We pray for all the recently departed, 
David Loveridge 
And for those whose year’s mind falls at 
this time: 
John McMullan 13 September   
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WHO’S WHO 
THE PARISH OFFICE 

32a Wilton Place, London SW1X 8SH 
Telephone 020 7201 9999 

info@spkb.org 
 

THE PARISH CLERGY 
Vicar 
Fr Alan Gyle  
alan@spkb.org  
020 7201 9999 • 07939 805970 
 
Associate Vicar 
Fr Andrew Sloane  
 
 
 
Honorary Assistant Clergy 

       
             
(l-r) Fr Nick Mercer; Fr Andrew Norwood; 
Fr Graham Palmer; Bishop Michael Colclough 
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist 
for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always 
available in pastoral emergencies and we will be glad 
to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; 
however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is unavailable on 
Mondays and Fr Andrew Sloane on Fridays. 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 
Vicar’s PA 
Felicity Cranfield 
felicity@spkb.org 
020 7201 9999 
 
Parish Administrator  
Kimball Bailey 
pa@spkb.org 
020 7201 9999 
 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Director of Music 
Stevie Farr 
stephen.farr@yahoo.co.uk 
07930 542555 
 
Assistant Director of Music 
Jeremy Cole 
jr.c@live.co.uk 
07774517584 
     
Organ Scholar   
Charlie Warren 

 

 
LAY OFFICERS & OTHER STAFF 

Churchwarden 
John Tweddle  
john.tweddle@bidwells.co.uk  
020 77363878 
 
Churchwarden 
Phil Davies 
philip@spkb.org 
07989 387198 
 

Deputy Churchwardens  (Sidesmen) 
Roland Brunner, Caroline Docker, Margaret 
Gadow, Gardenia Griffith, Nicoletta Lindsay, 
Aidan Linton-Smith, Jeremy Orlebar, Susie 
Thornton, Tom Tull.   
Treasurer:  Noel Craven 
 
Lady Verger & Churchwardens’ Deputy 
Veronica Scott  
veronicamscott@hotmail.com 
020 7603 7680 


