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The Sunday next before Lent 
7th February 2016 

‘Nearer God’s Heart’
Originally written as a comment in a Visitors’ 
Book, the fourth stanza of Dorothy Frances 
Gurney’s poem ‘God’s Garden’ has become 
well known as an inscription on garden 
benches and plaques the world over: 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth, 
One is nearer God's Heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on Earth. 

If that seems easier to believe in late spring or 
high summer than it does right now when most 
gardens are more 
demanding (of 
preparation for the year 
ahead) than rewarding, 
two exhibitions may give 
solace (and rekindle 
faith!).  

This week, the Royal 
Horticultural Society at 
Kew announced the 
winners of the 
International Garden 
Photographer of the Year competition and 
mounted an exhibition of their photos in the 
Nash Conservatory there.  The competition is 
open to professionals and amateurs alike and 
annually produces a crop of bright and 
breathtaking images in early February to blast 
away the winter gloom. The overall winner (see 
above) captures the magificent lupins of Lake 
Tekapo, New Zealand. Tickets for the Gardens 
at Kew currently include entry into the 
exhibition. 

Meanwhile at the Royal Academy in Piccadilly, 
this early spring’s must see exhibition is 
Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to 
Matisse. 120 exhibits from world collections 
include works by Renoir, Cezanne, Pissarro, 

Manet, Sargent, Kandinsky, Van Gogh, Matisse, 
Klimt and Klee – as well as by headline artists 
Matisse and Monet. The exhibition explores 
the emergence of the modern garden and the 
intimate relationship between flowers and 
artists.  

45 days from now we will all be in a garden – St 
John’s garden on Easter morning – confused, 
with Mary Magdalen, at the mysterious 
presence of life where there was death and 
mystified by the nature of new identity ‘in 

Christ.’   

Between now and then 
lies the holy season of 
Lent which begins on 
Wednesday of this 
coming week (masses 
with the imposition of 
ashes at 08:00, noon 
and 19:00).  Lent is a 
time for that quiet, if 
sometimes laborious 
work of preparation, 

pruning and clearning in readiness for new 
growth… literally (for the gardeners among 
you) and figuratively (for all of us). Please take 
advantage of all that is on offer in these coming 
six weeks.                                               Fr Alan Gyle 

International Garden Photographer of the Year 
exhibition 2016, Nash Conservatory, Kew Gardens: 
daily 6 February 2016 to 13 March 2016, 10am to 
5.30pm 

Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse, 
Royal Academy, Piccadilly: 30 January to 20 April 
2016, Saturday – Thursday 10am – 6pm 

Living Distinctively: a Lent study course led by Fr 
Louis Darrant in the Choir vestry on Wednesday 
evenings 17th, 25th February and 2nd, 9th March 
2016 at 7:30pm preceded by mass at 6:45pm 
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News & Events  

 BOOKS FOR LENT 
Those who wish to explore 
Meditation this Lent are 
encouraged to obtain a copy 
of ‘Sensing God’ by 
Laurence Freeman – which 
contains a general 
introduction and an exercise 
for each day of the 40 days 
of Lent.  

‘Being Christian’ by Rowan Williams. “Unless 
we understand our faith,” writes Sister Wendy 
Beckett, “we cannot live it, 
but it is the living that 
matters. Knowing and 
thinking and understanding 
are all means to draw us into 
the life of Christ, an active 
living and loving way of 
being. Christianity is both 
simple and profound. 
Rowan Williams 
understands these two levels and how we 
come to the depth of what Jesus is by the 
simplicities of informed Christian practice. This 
is a handbook for Christian living.” Copes 
available. £8:00 
 

TODAY: PARISH LUNCH 
Please join us for the February Parish lunch 
in the hall in Kinnerton Street at 1pm after 
mass on Sunday 7th February – chef du jour, 
Tom Tull. The parish lunch is open to all and 
is a great way to get to know other members 
of the congregation. Someone cooks – 
everyone chips in to cover the cost. Please 
sign the Blue Book at the back of church as a 
guide to numbers.  
 

THIS WEEK: SHROVE 
TUESDAY PARTY 
You’re warmly invited to the Vicarage on the 
evening of Tuesday 9th February at 6:30pm 
after the evening mass. A last blast before 
the austerities of Lent.  

THIS WEEK: ASH WEDNESDAY 
SERVICES 
Please make sure you mark the beginning of 
the holy season of Lent either by going to a 
local church near your home or place of 
work, or – better still – by joining us here at 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge. At each of the 
masses you’ll be able to receive the sign of 
the cross on the forehead in ash – at 08:00, 
at noon or at 19:00 when the choir and 
servers will join us for a Solemn celebration. 
At the Solemn Mass the preacher will be the 
Vicar.  

LENT STUDY COURSE 
Living Distinctively: a Lent study course  
based on the book BEING CHRISTIAN  
by Rowan Williams 
Where:In the Choir Vestry  
When: Wednesdays 17th, 25th February and 
2nd, 9th March 2016 at 19:30;  preceded by 
mass at 18:45 
Led by: Fr Louis Darrant  
Using Rowan Williams’ ‘Being Christian’, Fr 
Louis Darrant invites you to explore four 
cardinal points in our distinctive way of 
living: Baptism, Bible, Eucharist and Prayer.  
Each session will last 1h 15m, ending 
promptly at 20:45 and will contain both 
input and individual and group reflection 
with discussion.  By the end of this four 
week course we will have a stronger sense of 
what is distinctive in our identity and those 
who follow Jesus Christ in daily life.  

 

THE MUSIC DINNER 
Tickets for this year’s MUSIC DINNER in the 
Ballroom of the Berkeley Hotel on Monday 
22nd February are available from Felicity 
Cranfield in the Parish Office on 020 7201 
9994. Once again the event is likely to be a 
sell-out – so please book quickly.  
Champagne reception at 19:00 followed by 
a black tie dinner, with music in between 
the courses performed by the musicians of 
St Paul’s. 



3 
 

The Ordo & Intercessions 
There is a mass daily at St Paul’s and all are 
welcome to attend. Service papers are 
available outside the Chapel or Chancel.  

 
COLLECT FOR THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

 

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in 
majesty before he suffered death upon the 
cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with 
him and be changed into his likeness, from 
glory to glory; who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
O holy God, we behold thy glory in the face 
of Jesus Christ: grant that we who are 
partakers at his table may reflect his life in 
word and deed, that all the world may know 
his power to change and save; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest 
nothing that thou hast made and dost 
forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: 
 create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect 
remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

SERVICES TIMES 
Sunday 7 February: Sunday next before 
Lent  Masses at 09:00 & 11:00 

Monday 8 February: feria 
Mass at 18:00; DEL p. 313 (year 2) 
R: Let us enter the dwelling place of the 
Lord.  

Tuesday 9 February: feria (Shrove Tuesday) 
Mass at 18:00; DEL p. 316 (year 2) 
R: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord 
of hosts! 

 
Wednesday 10 February: Ash Wednesday 
Masses with impositionof ashes at 08:00, 
noon & 19:00;  
Solemn Mass at 19:00 
Missa quarti toni - Victoria 
Versa est in luctum - Lobo 
Emendemus in melius – Byrd  
Preacher at the Solemn Mass: Fr Alan Gyle 

 
Thursday 11 February: feria of Lent  
Mass at 18:00; DEL p. 89, year 2 
R: The Lord teaches us what is good.  
 
Friday 12 February: feria of Lent 
Mass at 18:00; DEL p. 90, year 2 
R: A broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise. 
 
Saturday 13 February: feria of Lent 
Mass at noon; DEL p. 92, year 2 
R: Teach me your ways, O Lord, and I will 
walk in your truth. 
 
We pray daily for: 
 For our Bishop, Richard 

 our sister parish, St Paul’s K-Street  

 our emerging mission link with All Saints, 
Nhamavila in Mozambique 

 the unity of the Church 
 Peace and justice in God’s world 
 All prisoners and refugees 
 
Among the sick and those in need: 
Peter Morris; Michelle Trauman; Judy 
Beecroft; Geoffrey Wilcox; Barbara Farrell 
Wilson; Fabienne Frichot; Jamie Britten; Alan 
Lintott; Bishop Michael Colclough; Margot 
Stewart; Jane Elstub; Sal Allen; Clariette 
Wilmot; Elizabeth Gordon; Carole Taylor;  
Michael Cooke; John King; Alexandra Holesh.  
 
We pray for all the recently departed,  
Jim Brown; Henry Worsley; Shauna Gosling; 
Terry Wogan. 
and for those whose year’s mind falls at this 
time: 
Joan Watson    8 February  
Ian Ferguson Sommerville  11 February  
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WHO’S WHO 
THE PARISH OFFICE 

32a Wilton Place, London SW1X 8SH 
Telephone 020 7201 9999 

info@spkb.org 

THE PARISH CLERGY 
Vicar 
Fr Alan Gyle  
alan@spkb.org  
020 7201 9999 • 07939 805970 
 
Associate Vicar 
Fr Louis Darrant 
louis@spkb.org 
020 7201 9992 • 07779 103826 
 

 
Honorary Assistant Clergy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(l-r) Fr Nick Mercer; Fr Andrew Norwood; 
Fr Graham Palmer; Bishop Michael Colclough  
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist 
for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always 
available in pastoral emergencies and we will be glad 
to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; 
however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is unavailable on 
Mondays. 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 
Vicar’s PA 
Felicity Cranfield 
felicity@spkb.org 
020 7201 9999 

Parish Administrator  
Kimball Bailey 
pa@spkb.org 
020 7201 9999 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Director of Music 
Stevie Farr 
stephen.farr@yahoo.co.uk 
07930 542555 
 
Assistant Director of Music 
Michael Papadopoulos 
michael.pap514@gmail.com 
 
     
Organ Scholar   
Charlie Warren 

 

 
LAY OFFICERS & OTHER STAFF 

Churchwarden 
John Tweddle  
john.tweddle@bidwells.co.uk  
020 77363878 
 
Churchwarden 
Phil Davies 
philip@spkb.org 
07989 387198 
 

 
Deputy Churchwardens  (Sidesmen) 
Roland Brunner, Caroline Docker, Margaret 
Gadow, Gardenia Griffith, Nicoletta Lindsay, 
Aidan Linton-Smith, Jeremy Orlebar, Susie 
Thornton, Tom Tull.   
Treasurer:  Noel Craven 
 
Lady Verger & Churchwardens’ Deputy 
Veronica Scott  
veronicamscott@hotmail.com 
020 7603 7680 


