Trinity XVI: 11th September 2016
Always we begin again

I have a favourite Benedictine prayer book
with a saying printed at the bottom of each
page. For Morning Prayer on Sunday it reads,
‘Always we begin again’; a reference not only
to the beginning of another week and the
marking of time, but more importantly to an
important insight into the living the spiritual
life.

the authors suggest there are only two areas
where children may have the advantage over
adults. The first is in acquiring an accent, but if
it doesn’t interfere with intelligibility then it
need not be the obstacle we imagine it to be.
The second, and in my view, the more
interesting, is the general lack of anxiety of
children in getting it
wrong.
The second myth is that
adults
should
learn
foreign languages the
way children learn. It
goes without saying that
the way a child’s brain
works differs from that of
an adult. The authors
suggest that the secret
for adults to be more
fruitful in their language
learning is to harness the skills and experience
an adult acquires in the process of becoming
an adult.
How might we apply these insights to the
language of faith? And what is the motivation?
To explore the depths of faith is to glimpse a
world which is both simultaneously ‘out there’
and yet, as Jesus teaches, ‘the Kingdom of God
is within you’ (Luke 17:21). I recognise that as I
seek to grow in faith I must do so as an adult,
incorporating all that I have experienced and
discovered in my life thus far.
This requires listening to our lives and
discerning the echoes of God’s life within each
of us. Deepening our knowledge of the faith
isn’t about rote-learning a vocabulary, but
rather being carried into a deeper relationship
with the divine mystery. Paradoxically, our
failures and our stumbling blocks might be the
very thing which enable this growth to take
place. Always we begin again.

Some readers will be
aware
that
I’m
learning Spanish and
Welsh. I wouldn’t
profess to having a
natural aptitude for
languages, but one of
the first books I ever
bought was a travel
phrase
book
containing
around
seven
European
languages. From memory I had the
opportunity to try out a few phrases in every
language, except Serbo-Croat which never
featured on the list of my parents’ holiday
destinations!
Learning a language gives you access into
another culture, another world, a different
way of looking at things. I love discovering
words in another language which cannot be
directly translated into English, but emerge
from a different understanding of the world
to our native experience.
I’m currently reading a book called Becoming
Fluent: How cognitive science can help adults
learn a foreign language by Richard Roberts
and Roger Kreuz. It’s a necessary shot in the
arm to my language learning efforts, which are
not progressing at the rate I desire. Always we
begin again. The authors debunk two myths
which can hover around our efforts to master
another language.
The first myth: adults cannot acquire a foreign
language as easily as children. The evidence of

Fr Louis Darrant
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News & Events
THIS WEEK:
COUNCIL

PAROCHIAL

AUTUMN GALA CONCERT

CHURCH

Notice is given of a meeting of the Council on
Tuesday 13th September at 19:00 in St Paul’s
Hall, Kinnerton Street. Apologies for absence
should be notified to the PCC Secretary,
Felicity Cranfield, in the Parish Office.

THIS WEEK: CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

A Christian Meditation group meets every
Monday in the chancel of the church at
6.30pm. This form of silent, imageless prayer
using a mantra or prayer word is rooted in
the Gospel, the letters of St Paul and
originated with the early Desert Fathers of
the 4th century. Newcomers are welcome to
share in this space which includes quiet
music, a reading from the writings of the late
Fr John Main, followed by 20 minutes of
silent meditation.

A gala concert in St Paul’s Knightsbridge:
Mendelssohn Hebrides Overture; Schumann
Piano Concerto ( soloist: Howard Shelley);
Mozart Ch’io mi scordi di te (soloist: Clare
McCaldin); Mozart Jupiter Symphony. The
Thames Chamber Orchestra, directed by
Keith Marshall Saturday 15th October, 2016
at 7.30pm Tickets now available online at
www.spkb.org

PRAYER BRANCH

On Tuesday 20th September from 7-8pm. By
coming together at the home of a
parishioner on a regular basis (monthly) we
aim to deepen our prayer lives, knowledge of
the Bible, and overall understanding of our
Faith. Through creating a sense of peace and
quietness away from our normal pressures
we are able to feel at ease with each other
and discuss and share thoughts on Biblical
passages and the complexities of trying in a
meaningful way to live the Christian life, with
time too for silence and reflection. Finally as
members of the congregation we meet as a
committed nucleus for specific and general
intercessory prayers. For details please
contact Cecily Worrall on 020 7352 7844.

HAYDN’S LONDON LADIES

When Haydn made his very successful visits
to London in the 1790s, he was already an
international celebrity. He was welcomed into
musical society where he made many strong
friendships, including with a number of
women. Please join Clare McCaldin (mezzo) &
Paul Turner (piano) in St Paul’s Knightsbridge
on Tuesday 20th September at 7.30pm for a
concert that tells
the
story
of
Haydn’s
relationship with
these
women,
some of whom
were not only admirers of his music but
artists themselves, through the vocal and
piano music associated with them.

A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of John
Paynter will be held in St Paul’s Church this
Tuesday, 13th September, at 11:00am.

Haydn’s London Ladies - Rebecca Schroeder,
Anne Hunter, Therese Jansen, Harriet Abrams
and Emma Hamilton - are fascinating in their
own right. They illustrate how precarious the
social position of women was at this time,
totally reliant on family or the right kind of
husband for status and income. Even the
most celebrated were subject to swift and
terrible changes of fortune, as the stories of
these Ladies demonstrate.
Tickets £15 (£8 concessions) – on the door or
via the Parish Website.

ROYAL PARKS HALF MARATHON

Fr Louis will be running in the Royal Parks Half
Marathon on Sunday 9th October on behalf of
the Terrence Higgins Trust. If you would like
to
sponsor
him
please
visit uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LouisDarrant.
Alternatively, you can use the sponsorship
form at the back of church.
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The Ordo & Intercessions
Friday 16 September: Ninian - white
¸Mass at 18:00; EH p. 389
R: Let the peoples praise you, O God.

There is a mass daily at St Paul’s and all are
welcome to attend. Service papers are
available outside the Chapel or Chancel.

Saturday 17 September: Hildegard - white
¸Mass at noon; EH p. 392
R: My song shall please the Lord my God.
COLLECT FOR TRINITY 16
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to
receive the prayers of thy people which call
upon thee; and grant that they may both
perceive and know what things they ought to
do, and also may have grace and power
faithfully to fulfil the same; through Jesus
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

We pray daily for:
• For our Bishop, Richard
• our sister parish, St Paul’s K-Street in
Washington DC
• All Saints, Nhamavila in Mozambique
• the work and witness of this parish
• the unity of the Church
• Peace and justice in God’s world
• All prisoners and refugees
• growth in faith & understanding

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty God, who hast taught us through
thy Son that love is the fulfilling of the law:
grant that we may love thee with our whole
heart and our neighbours as ourselves;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Among the sick and those in need:
Patricia Dopheide; Kathleen Pilton; Nick
Samuelson; Simon Spence; John Watson;
Stephen Allen; Jean Marc Lehut; Michelle
Trauman; Geoffrey Wilcox; Jamie Britten;
Alan Lintott; Bishop Michael Colclough; Jane
Elstub; Sal Allen; Carole Taylor; Michael
Cooke; John King; Alexandra Holesh;
Vivienne Mallinson.

SERVICES TIMES

Sunday 11 September: 16th Sunday after
Trinity - green
[Proper 19; DEL week 24, year 2]
¹Masses at 09:00 & 11:00;

We pray for all the recently departed
Gerald Grosvenor; John Paynter; Wayne
Richards; Rob Beckett; Stanley Baxter, priest.

Monday 12 September: feria - green
¸Mass at 18:00; DEL p. 639
R: I delight to do your will, O God.

And for those whose year’s mind falls at
this time.
Richard Coke
12 September
Caroline Imrie
13 September
John McMullan
13 September

Tuesday 13 September: John Chrysostom white
¸Mass at 8:00; EH p. 381
R: I will sing of faithfulness and justice.
Wednesday 14 September: Holy Cross Day red
¸Mass at 18:45
Thursday 15 September: Cyprian - red
¸Mass at 18:00; EH p. 387
R: I will rejoice forever in the Lord.
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WHO’S WHO
THE PARISH OFFICE
32a Wilton Place, London SW1X 8SH
Telephone 020 7201 9999
info@spkb.org

THE PARISH CLERGY

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Vicar
Fr Alan Gyle
alan@spkb.org
020 7201 9999 • 07939 805970

Director of Music
Stevie Farr
stephen.farr@yahoo.co.uk
07930 542555

Associate Vicar
Fr Louis Darrant
louis@spkb.org
020 7201 9992 • 07779 103826

Assistant Director of Music
Michael Papadopoulos
michael.pap514@gmail.com

Honorary Assistant Clergy

Music Scholars

(l-r) Adam Mathias (Organ); Findlay Spence (Cello
& Composition)

(l-r) Fr Nick Mercer; Fr Andrew Norwood;
Fr Graham Palmer; Bishop Michael Colclough

LAY OFFICERS & OTHER STAFF

A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist
for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always
available in pastoral emergencies and we will be glad
to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week;
however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is unavailable on
Mondays and Fr Louis is unavailable on Fridays.

Churchwarden
John Tweddle
john.tweddle@bidwells.co.uk
020 77363878

Churchwarden
Phil Davies
philip@spkb.org
07989 387198

IN THE PARISH OFFICE
Vicar’s PA
Felicity Cranfield
felicity@spkb.org
020 7201 9999

Deputy Churchwardens (Sidesmen)
Roland Brunner, Caroline Docker, Margaret
Gadow, Gardenia Griffith, Nicoletta Lindsay,
Aidan Linton-Smith, Jeremy Orlebar, Susie
Thornton, Tom Tull.
Treasurer: Noel Craven
Lady Verger & Churchwardens’ Deputy
Veronica Scott N veronicamscott@hotmail.com
020 7603 7680

Parish Administrator
Kimball Bailey
pa@spkb.org
020 7201 9999
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