
	
	

	 
  
 

  

The First Sunday of Advent 
27th November 2016 

BLACK FRIDAY
With	a	heavy	dependency	on	year-end	sales	
to	make	annual	budgets	work,	‘Black	Friday’	
in	 the	 USA	 (the	 day	 after	 Thanksgiving)	 is	
said	to	have	been	given	 its	name	because	 it	
marks	 the	 tipping-point	 in	 the	 year	 when	
retailers	 move	 from	 being	 ‘in	 the	 red’	 to	
making	a	profit	and	moving	 ‘into	the	black’.	
All	 is	 now	 focused	 on	 Christmas	 shopping.	
This	weekend,	 ‘Black	Friday	Weekend,’	 sees	
shops	 and	 stores	 here	 in	 the	UK	 competing	
furiously	 for	 business	
with	 heavily	 marked	
down	 prices	 and	 huge	
discounts.	 In	 the	 world	
of	 business,	 being	 ‘in	
the	 black’	 is	 no	 bad	
thing	 –	 though	 it	
requires	 nerve	 to	 have	
to	 wait	 until	 the	 very	
end	of	the	year	to	see	if	
it	is	going	to	materialise	
again.		

But	 being	 ‘in	 the	 black’	
is	 not	 always	 a	 positive	 thing!	 Ironically,	
Black	Friday	here	in	London	saw	a	large	part	
of	 the	 city	 of	 Westminster	 plunged	 into	
darkness	 by	 a	 power	 cut.	 The	 massive	
screens	 in	Piccadilly	Circus	were	blank,	their	
vivid	colour	gone.	Theatres	closed	and	shops	
and	 restaurants	 ceased	 trading	 while	
engineers	struggled	to	restore	power.	It	was,	
say	 those	 caught	 up	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	
darkness	 that	 enveloped	 the	 streets	 of	 the	
West	 End,	 an	 eerie	 experience.	 Light	 and	
dark.	Black	and	white.	

The	 juxtaposition	 of	 Black	 Friday	 Weekend	
and	 attendant	 power	 cuts	 in	 London	 with	
the	start	of	the	Church’s	Season	of	Advent	is	
serendipitous.	 One	 of	 the	 great	 themes	 of	
this	 season	 is	 ‘light	 in	 the	 darkness’	 –	 a	
reference	 of	 course	 to	 the	 celebration	 at	
Christmas	of	the	 Incarnation	of	Jesus	Christ,	

he	who	is	‘the	light	of	the	world’	–	but	also	a	
reference	 back	 to	 the	 powerful	 imagery	 of	
the	Prophet	Isaiah	as	he	foresees,	in	the	last	
days,	 God’s	 glory	 shed	 forth	 upon	 a	 world	
languishing	 in	 darkness:	 ”Arise,	 shine;	 for	
your	 light	 has	 come,	 And	 the	 glory	 of	 the	
Lord	 has	 risen	 upon	 you.	 “For	 behold,	
darkness	 will	 cover	 the	 earth,	 And	 deep	
darkness	 the	 peoples;	 But	 the	 Lord	will	 rise	
upon	 you,	 And	 His	 glory	 will	 appear	 upon	

you.”	(Isaiah	40).		

There	 seems	 to	 be	 more	
darkness,	 gloominess	 and	
uncertainty	 around	 than	
is	 usual	 this	 Advent.	 The	
clashings	 of	 peoples	 and	
nations,	 wars	 and	
rumours	 of	 wars,	 fragility	
and	 an	 uncertain	 future.	
And	 what	 shall	 we	 do	 in	
the	midst	of	this?	

One	 option	 is	 to	 distract	
ourselves	 –	 and	 if	 we	 choose	 so	 to	 do,	 the	
Black	 Friday	 sales	 will	 provide	 endless	
opportunity	 for	a	acquisition	of	 ‘things’	 that	
are	approachably	priced.	A	 larger	television.	
A	 new	 computer.	 These	 will	 divert	 our	
attention,	for	a	while.		

Another	 option	 is,	 amidst	 the	 darkness	 of	
the	 age,	 to	 do	 something	more	 radical	 and	
to	 realign	 ourselves	 with	 him	 who	 is	 the	
Light	 of	 the	 World	 and	 the	 only	 ultimate	
cure	 for	 maladies,	 Jesus	 Christ.	 So	 this	
Advent	 we	 could	 return	 to	 prayer,	 be	
generous	 and	 challenge	 and	 confront	
injustice.	 If	 the	 latter	 choice	 is	 your	 choice,	
why	not	 join	us	 for	mass	on	Advent	Sunday	
morning	 and	 again	 for	 our	 Advent	 Carol	
Service	at	6pm	as	a	sign	of	your	commitment	
to	 reflect	 Christ’s	 light	more	 brightly	 in	 this	
coming	month’s	darkness.			Fr	Alan	Gyle	



	
	

News	&	Events
TONIGHT:	ADVENT	CAROL	SERVICE	
The	 parish	 Advent	 Carol	 Service	 will	 take	
place	 at	 6pm	 this	 evening,	 Sunday	 27th	
November.	 This	 is	 a	 free	 event	 to	 which	 all	
are	 warmly	 invited.	 Refreshments	 after	 the	
service	sponsored	by	Harrods.	
	
NEXT	 WEEK:	 THE	 FOUNDATION	 CAROL	
SERVICE	
Tickets	 for	 the	 Foundation	 Carol	 Service	
(adults	 £50	 /	 children	 £25	 in	 advance)	 to	 be	
held	 on	 Tuesday	 6th	 December	 2016	 at	
6:30pm	 are	 available	 on	 the	 parish	 website	
www.spkb.org.	 Refreshments	 sponsored	 by	
The	Berkeley	Hotel	and	Laurent-Perrier.	
	
THE	PARISH	CHRISTMAS	CAROL	SERVICE	
The	 parish	 Christmas	 Carol	 Service	 will	 take	
place	 on	 Tuesday	 20th	 December	 at	 7:00pm.	
This	 is	 a	 free	 event	 and	 will	 be	 followed	 by	
mulled	wine	and	mince	pies	provided	by	The	
Hari	Hotel.	All	 are	warmly	 invited	–	do	bring	
your	friends!		
	

	
	
DAILY	MASS	IN	ADVENT	
In	order	 to	enable	us	 to	accommodate	some	
fifteen	charity	fundraiser	carol	services	during	
Advent,	we	will	operate	a	 revised	daily	Mass	
schedule	 from	Monday	 28th	 November	 until	
Friday	23rd	December.	During	 this	period	 the	
Mass	 will	 be	 celebrated	 at	 12noon	 on	
Monday,	 Wednesday,	 Thursday,	 Friday	 and	
Saturday,	and	at	8am	on	Tuesday.		
	
A	 DAY	 ON	 PREPARING	 FOR	 CHRISTMAS	
WITH	FR	LAURENCE	FREEMAN	OSB	
Saturday	17	December	10.30	am	–	4.30	pm	
at	The	Meditatio	Centre,	St	Mark's	Myddelton	
Square,	London	EC1R	1XX		
Cost	£30	Concessions	£20		
From	 the	 website	 of	 the	 World	 Community	
for	 Christian	 Meditation:“For	 several	 years	
now	 Fr	 Laurence	 has	 led	 a	 preparation	 day	
for	Christmas	right	at	one	of	the	busiest	times	
of	 the	 year.	 This	 season	 highlights	 the	 real	

priorities	 in	 our	 lifestyle.	 So	 often	 we	 are	
driven	 only	 by	 materialistic	 values	 and	
distractions.	 Yet	 Christmas	 dramatically	
transcends	the	dualism	of	Divine	and	Human	
or	 spiritual	 and	 material.	 This	 is	
the	meaning	of	 these	 particular	 days	 -	 that	
can	renew	us	daily.	Meditation	puts	the	vision	
into	practice	and	so	will	be	an	integral	part	of	
this	day	of	preparation”.	
	
Tickets	available	by	phone	020	7278	2070	or	
online	at		http://meditatiocentrelondon.org/	
	

TUESDAY:	CHRISTIAN	MEDITATION		
Christian	Meditation	 is	 practised	 here	 on	 a	
weekly	 basis	 now	 at	 the	 revised	 time	 of	
8.30am	on	Tuesday	morning	 following	 the	
Low	 Mass.	 This	 form	 of	 silent,	 imageless	
prayer	 using	 a	 mantra	 or	 prayer	 word	 is	
rooted	 in	 the	Gospel,	 the	 letters	of	 St	Paul	
and	originated	with	the	early	Desert	Fathers	
of	 the	 4th	 century.	 Newcomers	 are	
welcome	 to	 share	 in	 this	 space	 which	
includes	 quiet	 music,	 a	 reading	 from	 the	
writings	 of	 the	 late	 Fr	 John	Main,	 followed	
by	20	minutes	of	silent	meditation.	
	
PRAYING	FOR	THE	SICK	&	DEPARTED	
There	 is	 a	 book	 at	 the	 back	 of	 church	 for	
you	 to	 add	 names	 to	 be	 included	 in	 the	
weekly	 sheet.	Names	will	be	 included	 for	a	
period	 of	 four	 weeks,	 following	 which	 you	
will	be	asked	if	you	would	still	like	the	name	
to	be	included	in	the	weekly	prayers.	
	
PARISH	LUNCH	IN	DECEMBER	
On	 Sunday	 4th	 December	 at	 12:45pm	 after	
the	 main	 morning	 mass,	 there	 will	 be	 a	
Parish	Lunch	in	the	Hall	in	Kinnerton	Street.	
Chef	 du	 jour,	 Sarah	 Tytherleigh.	 We	 do	
invite	 all	 visitors	 and	 regular	 members	 to	
join	 us	 at	 least	 for	 a	 glass	 of	 wine	 –	 and	
possibly,	if	you’re	free,	to	sit	down	for	lunch	
too.	 It	 is	 a	 good	 way	 of	 getting	 to	 know	
others	 and	 their	 stories!	 There	 is	 a	 blue	
book	 at	 the	 back	 of	 church	 in	 which	 we	
invite	you	to	write	your	name	if	you	intend	
to	be	present	for	 lunch	–	or	ring	the	parish	
office	on	020	7201	9999.		There	is	a	nominal	
charge	of	£10	for	the	lunch.		
	
	
	
	



	
	

The	Ordo	&	Intercessions	
There	is	a	mass	daily	at	St	Paul’s	and	all	are	
welcome	 to	 attend.	 Service	 papers	 are	
available	outside	the	Chapel	or	Chancel.		

	
COLLECT	FOR	THE	FIRST	SUNDAY	OF	ADVENT	

Almighty	 God,	 give	 us	 grace	 that	 we	 may	
cast	 away	 the	 works	 of	 darkness	 and	 put	
upon	us	the	armour	of	light,	now	in	the	time	
of	 this	 mortal	 life,	 in	 which	 thy	 Son	 Jesus	
Christ	came	to	visit	us	in	great	humility;	that	
in	 the	 last	 day	 when	 hecome	 again	 in	 his	
glorious	majesty	to	judge	both	the	quick	and	
the	dead,	we	may	 rise	 to	 the	 life	 immortal;	
through	 him	 who	 liveth	 and	 reigneth	 with	
thee	 and	 the	Holy	 Spirit,	 now	and	 for	 ever.	
Amen.	

	
PRAYER	AFTER	COMMUNION	

O	Lord	our	God,	as	we	wait	for	the	coming	of	
thy	 Son	 our	 Lord,	 preserve	 us	 in	
watchfulness	 and	 faith,	 that	 when	 he	 shall	
appear	he	may	not	 find	us	asleep	 in	sin	but	
active	to	serve	him	and	joyful	to	praise	him;	
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	

	
SERVICE	TIMES	
Sunday	27	November:	1st	Sunday	of	Advent	
[Proper	Advent	1A;	DEL	week	1,	year	1]	
¹Masses	at	09:00	&	11:00;		
	
Monday	28	November:	feria	of	Advent	
¸Mass	at	noon;	DEL	p.22	
R:	Let	us	go	to	the	house	of	the	Lord.		
	
Tuesday	29	November:	feria	of	Advent	
¸Mass	at	8:00;	DEL	p.	24	
R:	Righteousness	and	peace	shall	flourish.	
	
Wednesday	30	November:	The	Feast	of	St	
Andrew	the	Apostle	
¸Mass	at	noon;	EH	p.	538	
R:	The	law	of	the	Lord	is	perfect.	
	
	

Thursday	1	December:	Charles	de	Foucauld	
¸Mass	at	noon;	EH	p.	622	(Common	of	
Religious)	
R:	Look	upon	God	and	be	radiant.			
	
Friday	2	December:	feria	of	Advent	
¸Mass	at	noon;	DEL	p.	29	
R:	The	Lord	is	my	light	and	my	salvation.	
		
Saturday	3	December:	Francis	Xavier	
¸Mass	at	noon;	EH	p.	632	(Common	of	
Missionaries)	
R:	May	God	give	us	his	blessing.			
	
We	pray	this	week	for:	
• Bishop	Richard	and	all	involved	in	training	

and	supporting	clergy	
• Fr	Wall	and	the	people	of	St	Paul’s,	K	

Street,	Washington	DC	
• Fr	Alfredo	and	the	people	of	All	Saints,	

Nhamavila,	Mozambique	
• Wisdom	to	those	who	govern	the	nations	

of	the	world	
• All	people	suffering	the	effects	of	storms	

and	natural	disaster	
• The	local	business	community	in	

Belgravia	
	
Among	the	sick	and	those	in	need:	
Patricia	 Dopheide;	 Nick	 Samuelson;	 Simon	
Spence;	 John	Watson;	Michael	 Cooke;	 John	
King;	 Alain	 Jouret,	 William	 Guise;	 Shands	
Prevost;	 Ian	 Powe;	 Gregoriy	 Galitzine;	 John	
Udal;	Dan	Gadow;	Mary	Ann	Brashler;	 John	
Roberts;	Juliette	Gimon	&	Francis	Faber.	
	
We	pray	for	all	the	recently	departed		
Tim	 Mason,	 Elizabeth	 Francis,	 Esmeralda	
Tonge.	
	
We	remember	all	those	whose	year’s	mind	
falls	at	this	time.	
Dr	Guna	Ligere	 14	Nov	
Alfred	Sydney	Frederick	Maitland	 27	Nov	
David	Vick	 28	Nov	
Peter	Buckley	 2	Dec	
Millicent	Worrall	 2	Dec	
Margaret	Moore	 2	Dec	
Jean	Steers	



	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

WHO’S	WHO	
THE	PARISH	OFFICE	

32a	Wilton	Place,	London	SW1X	8SH	
Telephone	020	7201	9999	

info@spkb.org

THE	PARISH	CLERGY	
	
Vicar	
Fr	Alan	Gyle		
alan@spkb.org	 	
020	7201	9999	•	07939	805970	
	
Associate	Vicar	
Fr	Louis	Darrant	
louis@spkb.org	
020	7201	9992	•	07779	103826	
	

Honorary	Assistant	Clergy	
	
	
	
	
	
	

(l-r)	Fr	Nick	Mercer;	Fr	Andrew	Norwood;	
Fr	Graham	Palmer;	Bishop	Michael	Colclough		
A	priest	is	available	before	or	after	the	daily	Eucharist	
for	 confession	 and	 spiritual	 guidance,	 and	 also	 by	
appointment.	A	member	of	the	parish	clergy	is	always	
available	in	pastoral	emergencies	and	we	will	be	glad	
to	be	contacted	at	whatever	hour,	seven	days	a	week;	
however,	 as	 a	 general	 rule,	 Fr	Alan	 is	 unavailable	 on	
Mondays	and	Fr	Louis	is	unavailable	on	Fridays.	
	
IN	THE	PARISH	OFFICE	

Vicar’s	PA	
Felicity	Cranfield	
felicity@spkb.org	
020	7201	9999	

Parish	Administrator		
Kimball	Bailey	
pa@spkb.org	
020	7201	9999	

THE	MUSIC	DEPARTMENT	
	
Director	of	Music	
Stevie	Farr	
stephen.farr@yahoo.co.uk	
07930	542555	
	
Assistant	Director	of	Music	
Michael	Papadopoulos	
michael.pap514@gmail.com	
	

Music	Scholars	

	
(l-r)	Adam	Mathias	(Organ);		Findlay	Spence	(Cello	
&	Composition);	Tamila	Salimdjanova	(piano)	
LAY	OFFICERS	&	OTHER	STAFF	

Churchwarden	
John	Tweddle		
john.tweddle@bidwells.co.uk	 	
020	77363878	
	
Churchwarden	
Phil	Davies	
phil@spkb.org	
07989	387198	
	

Deputy	Churchwardens		(Sidesmen)	
Roland	 Brunner,	 Serena	 Butt,	 Caroline	 Docker,	
Margaret	 Gadow,	 Gardenia	 Griffith,	 Nicoletta	
Lindsay,	 Aidan	 Linton-Smith,	 Jeremy	 Orlebar,	
Susie	Thornton,	Tom	Tull,	Sarah	Tytherleigh.	
Treasurer:		Noel	Craven	
Lady	Verger	&	Churchwardens’	Deputy	
Veronica	Scott			veronicamscott@hotmail.com	
020	7603	7680	


