The Third Sunday of Advent
11th December 2016
The 24 Hour City

From this Friday, 16th December, the Piccadilly
line will run 24 hours a day each Friday and
Saturday night. This marks the last step of the
current roll-out of the London night time tube
strategy with the Piccadilly line following the
Victoria, Central, Jubilee and Northern lines.
The immediate benefits of this to those of us
who live in SW1 and who want to get early
morning flights from Heathrow or who want
to return here from parties or clubs in time for
church on Sunday mornings are obvious. But
the impetus for the
change has come not
from a desire to make
the lives of residents
more convenient but
rather from the aim of
stimulating the city’s
‘night time economy.’
A
recent
report
suggested that by
2030 this economy
could be worth nearly
£30bn a year to the
capital and is currently c. £26.3bn annually,
around 8% of London’s gross domestic
product, directly supporting one in eight jobs –
a figure of 723,000 workers. The same report
suggests this could rise to 790,000 in less than
15 years. Last month the Mayor of London
announced the appointment of Amy Lamé as
Night Czar for the city (czarina surely?!) and
this week she announced that she’d be using
the late night tube as a venue for consulting
party goers and visitors to see what would add
value to their experience of the city.
Although occasional glimpses of night club
stamps on the wrists of weary looking
communicants at the High Mass lead me to
suspect that one or two Sunday morning
regulars at St Paul’s are doyennes of the night

time economy, most of us at St Paul’s are not,
being safely tucked up at a reasonable hour.
But without realising it, we are – as city
dwellers – all its beneficiaries. Although some
of this night time economy is focussed on
party-going, clubbing and socialising, much in
fact is not. Low-paid cleaners, maintenance
workers, people in the service industries,
delivery people, nurses, the police and the fire
services work 24 hours a day to keep our city
sanitary, serviced and safe – and always have
done. Not for them
expensive taxi or Uber
rides, but rather – until
now at least – regular
long
waits
for
infrequent night buses
or simply cycling or
walking. For them the
night tube service is a
God-send – and we can
be glad that their life
will be enhanced and
made safer by this
development.
If developing a true 24 hour economy is on the
whole a good thing for the city, it is fraught
with temptations and challenges. Among the
greatest of these is the danger of losing sight
of the need for balance and rest in human life
– and losing awareness of those who, in poorly
paid roles or vulnerable situations, are easily
exploited by it. We should pray for those who,
by night, make our life in the city that bit
easier – and we should pray above all for real
awareness of our shared responsiblity to
ensure that a prosperous city genuinely sees a
fair distribution of wealth and the
safeguarding of all its citizens. These might be
the signs of that Kingdom for which we pray in
this Advent season.
Fr Alan Gyle

News & Events
THE FOUNDATION CAROL SERVICE
Thank you to all those
who supported (as
committee
members,
ticket-holders
or
volunteers,
sponsors,
donors or advertisers)
the Foundation Carol
Service on Tuesday
evening of this past
week. It was wonderful
to see every single seat
in the church occupied.
The
event
netted
£53,500 for The Foundation.
THE PARISH CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
The parish Christmas Carol Service will take
place on Tuesday 20 th December at 7:00pm.
This is a free event and will be followed by
mulled wine and mince pies provided by The
Hari Hotel. All are warmly invited – do bring
your friends!

DAILY MASS IN ADVENT
In order to enable us to accommodate some
fifteen charity fundraiser carol services during
Advent, we will operate a revised daily Mass
schedule from Monday 28th November until
Friday 23rd December. During this period the
Mass will be celebrated at 12noon on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, and at 8am on Tuesday.
A DAY ON PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
WITH FR LAURENCE FREEMAN OSB
Saturday 17 December 10.30 am – 4.30 pm
at The Meditatio Centre, St Mark's Myddelton
Square, London EC1R 1XX
Cost £30 Concessions £20
From the website of the World Community
for Christian Meditation:“For several years
now Fr Laurence has led a preparation day
for Christmas right at one of the busiest times

of the year. This season highlights the real
priorities in our lifestyle. So often we are
driven only by materialistic values and
distractions. Yet Christmas dramatically
transcends the dualism of Divine and Human
or spiritual and material. This is
the meaning of these particular days - that
can renew us daily. Meditation puts the vision
into practice and so will be an integral part of
this day of preparation”. Tickets available by
phone 020 7278 2070 or online at
http://meditatiocentrelondon.org/

TUESDAY: CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
Christian Meditation is practised here on a
weekly basis now at the revised time of
8.30am on Tuesday morning following the
Low Mass. This form of silent, imageless
prayer using a mantra or prayer word is
rooted in the Gospel, the letters of St Paul
and originated with the early Desert Fathers
of the 4th century. Newcomers are
welcome to share in this space which
includes quiet music, a reading from the
writings of the late Fr John Main, followed
by 20 minutes of silent meditation.
PRAYING FOR THE SICK & DEPARTED
There is a book at the back of church for
you to add names to be included in the
weekly sheet. Names will be included for a
period of four weeks, following which you
will be asked if you would still like the name
to be included in the weekly prayers.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2016
CHRISTMAS EVE
Children’s Crib Service at 5pm
Midnight Mass at 11pm – Missa Brevis in D
K 194 – Mozart; Nativity Carol – Rutter;
In splendoribus sanctorum - Macmillan
Preacher Fr Alan Gyle
CHRISTMAS DAY
Family Mass at 9am
High Mass at 11am – Missa Sancti Joannis
de Deo – Haydn; Hodie Christus natus est –
Sweelinck; Ding dong merrily on high – trad
arr. Wood
Preacher Bishop Michael Colclough

The Ordo & Intercessions
There is a mass daily at St Paul’s and all are
welcome to attend. Service papers are
available outside the Chapel or Chancel.

Thursday 15 December: feria of Advent
¸Mass at noon; DEL p. 48
R: I will exalt you, O Lord.
Friday 16 December: feria of Advent
¸Mass at noon; DEL p. 50
R: Let the peoples praise you, O God.

COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming
didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way
before thee: grant that the ministers and
stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so
prepare and make ready thy way by turning
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom
of the just, that at thy second coming to
judge the world we may be found an
acceptable people in thy sight; who livest
and reignest with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give thee thanks, O Lord, for these thy
heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of thy
Spirit that when our Saviour Christ shall
come again we may shine as lights before his
face; who liveth and reigneth now and for
ever. Amen.

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday 11 December: Third Sunday of
Advent
[Proper Advent 3A; DEL week 3, year 1]
¹Masses at 09:00 & 11:00
Monday 12 December: feria of Advent
¸Mass at noon; DEL p.42
R: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
Tuesday 13 December: Lucy
¸Mass at 8:00; EH p. 557
R: In your light shall we see light.
Wednesday 14 December: John of the Cross
¸Mass at noon; EH p. 560
R: Tear down the heavens and come down,
O Lord.

Saturday 17 December: O Sapientia
¸Mass at noon; DEL p. 52
R: Righteousness and peace shall flourish.
We pray this week for:
• Bishop Richard and all involved in training
and supporting clergy
• Fr Wall and the people of St Paul’s, K
Street, Washington DC
• Fr Alfredo and the people of All Saints,
Nhamavila, Mozambique
• Wisdom to those who govern the nations
of the world
• The victims of all forms of abuse
• All people suffering the effects of storms
and natural disaster
Among the sick and those in need:
Patricia Dopheide; Nick Samuelson; Simon
Spence; John Watson; Michael Cooke; John
King; Alain Jouret, William Guise; Shands
Prevost; Ian Powe; Gregoriy Galitzine; John
Udal; Dan Gadow; Mary Ann Brashler; John
Roberts; Juliette Gimon; Francis Faber; Fr
Louis.
We pray for all the recently departed
Sarah Eynstone, priest
We remember all those whose year’s mind
falls at this time.
Colin Tytherleigh
10 Dec
Letitia McMullan
12 Dec
Francis Leith Boyd, Priest
13 Dec
Hannah Coke
13 Dec
William King
13 Dec
Maud King
14 Dec
Jimmy Newton
15 Dec
Eric Day
15 Dec
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A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist
for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always
available in pastoral emergencies and we will be glad
to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week;
however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is unavailable on
Mondays and Fr Louis is unavailable on Fridays.
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