
	
	

	 
  
 

  

The Second Sunday of Advent 
4th December 2016 

Missionary or Imposter?
At	 first	 I	 thought	 the	 Church	 Times	 was	
suggesting	 that	 Prime	 Minister	 Theresa	 May	
had	 quoted	 the	 great	 19th	 century	 Baptist	
preacher,	 Charles	 Haddon	 Spurgeon,	 in	 the	
House	 of	 Commons	 on	 Wednesday.	 As	 one	
who	received	his	theological	grounding	during	
four	 years	 at	 Spurgeon’s	 College	 in	 south	
London,	 I	 read	 on!	 In	 fact	
what	 she	 did	 say	 was:	 “We	
have	a	very	strong	tradition	in	
this	 country	 of	 religious	
tolerance	 and	 freedom	 of	
speech,	 and	 our	 Christian	
heritage	 is	 something	we	can	
all	be	proud	of.	 I	am	sure	we	
would	all	want	to	ensure	that	
people	at	work	do	feel	able	to	
speak	 about	 their	 faith,	 and	
also	 feel	 able	 to	 speak	 quite	
freely	about	Christmas.”	
The	 Prime	 Minister	 was	
responding	 to	 a	
parliamentary	question	which	
invited	 her	 to	 welcome	 a	
recent	report	prepared	by	the	
Lawyers’	 Christian	 Fellowship	
with	 the	 Evangelical	 Alliance:	
Speak	Up:	the	 law	and	your	Gospel	 freedoms.	
The	 report	 was	 prompted	 because	 of	 the	
perception	by	some	Christians	that	they	were	
unable	 to	mention	 Christianity,	 or	 Christmas,	
or	 send	 Christmas	 cards	 or	 speak	 of	 their	
ethical	 beliefs	 in	 the	 workplace,	 for	 fear	 of	
causing	 offence	 or	 being	 reported	 to	 the	 HR	
Department	 (“Personnel”	 in	 old	 money).	
Theresa	May	 did	 indeed	welcome	 the	 report	
which	amongst	other	 things	“confirms	 that	 in	
our	 country	 the	 legal	 rights	 of	 freedom	 of	
religion	and	freedom	of	speech	to	speak	about	
one’s	 faith	 responsibly,	 respectfully	 and	
without	fear	are	as	strong	today	as	ever.”	

I	 try	 not	 to	 get	 annoyed	by	people	who	wish	
me	 “Happy	 Holidays!”	 It’s	 Christmas.	 That’s	
why	we’re	having	the	holiday.	And	none	of	my	
Jewish,	Muslim	or	Zoroastrian	friends	has	ever	
showed	the	slightest	offence	at	being	wished	a	
“Happy	Christmas!”	
But	 back	 to	 Charles	 Spurgeon	 (1834-92).	 He	

was	 a	 remarkable	 young	
preacher	 who	 took	 London	 by	
storm	 and	 when	 the	 churches	
became	 too	 small	 he	hired	 the	
Surrey	 Gardens	 Music	 Hall,	
which	could	squeeze	in	10,000.	
He	 later	built	 the	Metropolitan	
Tabernacle,	still	at	the	Elephant	
and	Castle,	which	was	regularly	
filled	 with	 congregations	 of	
5,000.	By	the	age	of	22	he	was	
the	 most	 popular	 preacher	 in	
London	 and	 by	 23	 he	 had	
founded	 the	 Pastors’	 College	
(which	 became	 Spurgeon’s	
College	 in	 1923)	 and	 preached	
to	over	23,000	(no	PA	systems!)	
in	 the	 Crystal	 Palace	 on	 7	
October	 1857,	 the	 day	 Queen	
Victoria	 and	 her	 government	
had	 called	 for	 fasting	 and	
prayer	over	the	‘Indian	Mutiny’.	

He	 was	 a	 pietist	 who	 knew	 his	 own	
weaknesses	 and	 empathised	 with	 others.	 He	
suffered	from	depression,	but	was	a	lively	and	
humorous	preacher.	
And	 Spurgeon	 was	 the	 one	 quoted	 in	 the	
report	 Theresa	 May	 commended,	 when	 he	
encouraged	his	hearers	to	make	Christ	known,	
by	word	and	deed.	It	is	a	freedom,	a	right	and	
a	 Gospel	 responsibility	 that	 we	 have	 in	 this	
country	to	speak	and	act,	with	compassion,	in	
the	 name	 of	 Jesus	 Christ,	 the	 Head	 of	 the	
Church.	 Or	 as	 Spurgeon	 put	 it	 rather	
provocatively	 and	 succinctly:	 “A	 Christian	 is	
either	a	missionary	or	an	imposter.”	
Fr	Nick	Mercer	



	
	

News	&	Events
TODAY:	PARISH	LUNCH		
Today	 at	 12:45pm,	 after	 the	 11am	 mass,	
there	 will	 be	 a	 Parish	 Lunch	 in	 the	 Hall	 in	
Kinnerton	 Street.	 Chef	 du	 jour,	 Sarah	
Tytherleigh.	 We	 do	 invite	 all	 visitors	 and	
regular	 members	 to	 join	 us	 at	 least	 for	 a	
glass	of	wine	–	and	possibly,	 if	 you’re	 free,	
to	sit	down	for	lunch	too.	It	is	a	good	way	of	
getting	 to	 know	 others	 and	 their	 stories!	
There	 is	 a	 nominal	 charge	 of	 £10	 for	 the	
lunch.		
	
DAILY	MASS	IN	ADVENT	
In	order	 to	enable	us	 to	accommodate	some	
fifteen	charity	fundraiser	carol	services	during	
Advent,	we	will	operate	a	 revised	daily	Mass	
schedule	 from	Monday	 28th	 November	 until	
Friday	23rd	December.	During	 this	period	 the	
Mass	 will	 be	 celebrated	 at	 12noon	 on	
Monday,	 Wednesday,	 Thursday,	 Friday	 and	
Saturday,	and	at	8am	on	Tuesday.	
	
MONDAY	THIS	WEEK:	CAROL	SINGING	
Lend	 us	 your	 voices!	 	 It	 would	 be	 great	 if	
you	are	free	on	Monday	5th	December		
to	join	us	at	Pimlico	Tube	Station	any	time		
between	5	and	7pm	for	Carol	Singing	in	aid	
of	 Amnesty	 International,Westminster	 &	
Bayswater	Branch.	

TUESDAY	THIS	WEEK:	MEDITATION		
Christian	Meditation	is	practised	here	on	a	
weekly	basis	now	at	the	revised	time	of	
8.30am	on	Tuesday	morning	following	the	
Low	Mass.	This	form	of	silent,	imageless	
prayer	using	a	mantra	or	prayer	word	is	
rooted	in	the	Gospel,	the	letters	of	St	Paul	
and	originated	with	the	early	Desert	Fathers	
of	the	4th	century.	Newcomers	are	
welcome	to	share	in	this	space	which	
includes	quiet	music,	a	reading	from	the	
writings	of	the	late	Fr	John	Main,	followed	
by	20	minutes	of	silent	meditation.	
	
TUESDAY	THIS	WEEK:	TREE	BLESSING	
Alas,	 tickets	 for	 the	Foundation	Carol	Service		
on	Tuesday	6th	December	2016	at	6:30pm	are	
SOLD	OUT.	However,	you	are	warmly	invited	to	
join	 the	 vicar	 for	 the	blessing	 of	 the	Wilton	
Crescent	Gardens	Christmas	 tree	at	 5pm	on	
Tuesday	 afternoon.	 Refreshments	 will	 be	
provided	Grosvenor	 –	 and	 there	 is	 neither	 a	
requirement	for	tickets	nor	any	charge.		
	
	

SATURDAY	THIS	WEEK:	CONCERT	
The	St	Paul’s	Festival	Choir	warmly	invites	you	
to	join	it	for	for	the	annual	Christmas	Concert	
on	 Saturday	 10th	 December	 at	 7:30pm.	 The	
concert	 (Puccini,	 Strauss	 and	 Bizet	 –	 with	
carols)	is	sung	in	memory	of	Clariette	Wilmot	
who	 died	 earlier	 this	 year.	 Tickets	 on	 the	
door,	£18.		

	
THE	PARISH	CHRISTMAS	CAROL	SERVICE	
The	 parish	 Christmas	 Carol	 Service	 will	 take	
place	 on	 Tuesday	 20th	 December	 at	 7:00pm.	
This	 is	 a	 free	 event	 and	 will	 be	 followed	 by	
mulled	wine	and	mince	pies	provided	by	The	
Hari	Hotel.	All	 are	warmly	 invited	–	do	bring	
your	friends!		

	
	
	A	 DAY	 ON	 PREPARING	 FOR	 CHRISTMAS	
WITH	FR	LAURENCE	FREEMAN	OSB	
Saturday	17	December	10.30	am	–	4.30	pm	
at	The	Meditatio	Centre,	St	Mark's	Myddelton	
Square,	London	EC1R	1XX		
Cost	£30	Concessions	£20		
From	 the	 website	 of	 the	 World	 Community	
for	 Christian	 Meditation:“For	 several	 years	
now	 Fr	 Laurence	 has	 led	 a	 preparation	 day	
for	Christmas	right	at	one	of	the	busiest	times	
of	 the	 year.	 This	 season	 highlights	 the	 real	
priorities	 in	 our	 lifestyle.	 So	 often	 we	 are	
driven	 only	 by	 materialistic	 values	 and	
distractions.	 Yet	 Christmas	 dramatically	
transcends	the	dualism	of	Divine	and	Human	
or	 spiritual	 and	 material.	 This	 is	
the	meaning	of	 these	 particular	 days	 -	 that	
can	renew	us	daily.	Meditation	puts	the	vision	
into	practice	and	so	will	be	an	integral	part	of	
this	day	of	preparation”.		Tickets	available	by	
phone	 020	 7278	 2070	 or	 online	 at		
http://meditatiocentrelondon.org/	
	
PRAYING	FOR	THE	SICK	&	DEPARTED	
There	 is	 a	 book	 at	 the	 back	 of	 church	 for	
you	 to	 add	 names	 to	 be	 included	 in	 the	
weekly	 sheet.	Names	will	be	 included	 for	a	
period	 of	 four	 weeks,	 following	 which	 you	
will	be	asked	if	you	would	still	like	the	name	
to	be	included	in	the	weekly	prayers.	



	
	

The	Ordo	&	Intercessions	
There	is	a	mass	daily	at	St	Paul’s	and	all	are	
welcome	 to	 attend.	 Service	 papers	 are	
available	outside	the	Chapel	or	Chancel.		

	
COLLECT	FOR	THE	SECOND	SUNDAY	OF	ADVENT	

O	 Lord,	 raise	 up,	 we	 pray	 thee,thy	 power	
and	 come	 among	 us,	 and	 with	 thy	 great	
might	succour	us:	that	whereas,	through	our	
sins	 and	 wickedness	 we	 are	 sore	 let	 and	
hindered	 in	 running	 the	 race	 that	 is	 set	
before	 us,	 thy	 bountiful	 grace	 and	 mercy	
may	 speedily	 help	 and	 deliver	 us;	 through	
the	 satisfaction	 of	 thy	 Son,	 our	 Lord,	 to	
whom,	 with	 thee	 and	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 be	
honour	 and	 glory,	 now	 and	 for	 ever,	 now	
and	for	ever.	Amen.	
	

PRAYER	AFTER	COMMUNION	
Heavenly	 Father,who	 didst	 send	 thy	 Son	 to	
redeem	the	world	and	wilt	send	him	again	to	
be	our	judge:	give	us	grace	so	to	imitate	him	
in	the	humility	and	purity	of	his	first	coming	
that	when	 he	 shall	 come	 again,	we	may	 be	
found	 ready	 to	 greet	 him	 with	 joyful	 love	
and	steadfast	faith;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	
Lord.	Amen.	

	
SERVICE	TIMES	
Sunday	4	December:	2nd	Sunday	of	Advent	
[Proper	Advent	2A;	DEL	week	2,	year	1]	
¹Masses	at	09:00	&	11:00	
	
Monday	5	December:	feria	of	Advent	
¸Mass	at	noon;	DEL	p.32	
R:	The	Lord	was	gracious	to	his	land.	
	
Tuesday	6	December:	St.	Nicholas	
¸Mass	at	8:00;	EH	p.	547		
R:	Let	the	righteous	be	glad	and	rejoice	
before	God.	
	
Wednesday	7	December:	St.	Ambrose	
¸Mass	at	noon;	EH	p.	549	
R:	You	are	my	servant,	I	have	chosen	you.	

	
Thursday	8	December:	Conception	of	the	
Blessed	Virgin	Mary	
¸Mass	at	noon;	EH	p.	552	
R:	Your	name	will	be	remembered	from	
generation	to	generation.			
	
Friday	9	December:	Ember	Day	
¸Mass	at	noon;	DEL	p.	38	
R:	The	Lord	teaches	us	what	is	good.	
		
Saturday	10	December:	Ember	Day	
¸Mass	at	noon;	DEL	p.	40	
R:	Make	your	face	shine	upon	us,	O	Lord.	
	
We	pray	this	week	for:	
• Bishop	Richard	and	all	involved	in	training	

and	supporting	clergy	
• Fr	Wall	and	the	people	of	St	Paul’s,	K	

Street,	Washington	DC	
• Fr	Alfredo	and	the	people	of	All	Saints,	

Nhamavila,	Mozambique	
• Wisdom	to	those	who	govern	the	nations	

of	the	world	
• The	victims	of	all	forms	of	abuse	
• All	people	suffering	the	effects	of	storms	

and	natural	disaster	
	
Among	the	sick	and	those	in	need:	
Gill	 Hollis;	 John	 Kopij;	 Patricia	 Dopheide;	
Nick	 Samuelson;	 Simon	 Spence;	 John	
Watson;	 Michael	 Cooke;	 John	 King;	 Alain	
Jouret,	 William	 Guise;	 Shands	 Prevost;	 Ian	
Powe;	 Gregoriy	 Galitzine;	 John	 Udal;	 Dan	
Gadow;	 Mary	 Ann	 Brashler;	 John	 Roberts;	
Juliette	 Gimon;	 Francis	 Faber;	 Fr	 Louis	
Darrant	
	
We	pray	for	all	the	recently	departed		
Sarah	Eynstone,	priest.	
	
We	remember	all	those	whose	year’s	mind	
falls	at	this	time.	
Peter	Buckley	 2	Dec	
Millicent	Worrall	 2	Dec	
Margaret	Moore	 2	Dec	
Colin	Tytherleigh	 10	Dec	
	
	



	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
WHO’S	WHO	

THE	PARISH	OFFICE	
32a	Wilton	Place,	London	SW1X	8SH	

Telephone	020	7201	9999	
info@spkb.org

THE	PARISH	CLERGY	
	
Vicar	
Fr	Alan	Gyle		
alan@spkb.org	 	
020	7201	9999	•	07939	805970	
	
Associate	Vicar	
Fr	Louis	Darrant	
louis@spkb.org	
020	7201	9992	•	07779	103826	
	

Honorary	Assistant	Clergy	
	
	
	
	
	
	

(l-r)	Fr	Nick	Mercer;	Fr	Andrew	Norwood;	
Fr	Graham	Palmer;	Bishop	Michael	Colclough		
A	priest	is	available	before	or	after	the	daily	Eucharist	
for	 confession	 and	 spiritual	 guidance,	 and	 also	 by	
appointment.	A	member	of	the	parish	clergy	is	always	
available	in	pastoral	emergencies	and	we	will	be	glad	
to	be	contacted	at	whatever	hour,	seven	days	a	week;	
however,	 as	 a	 general	 rule,	 Fr	Alan	 is	 unavailable	 on	
Mondays	and	Fr	Louis	is	unavailable	on	Fridays.	
	
IN	THE	PARISH	OFFICE	

Vicar’s	PA	
Felicity	Cranfield	
felicity@spkb.org	
020	7201	9999	

Parish	Administrator		
Kimball	Bailey	
pa@spkb.org	
020	7201	9999	

THE	MUSIC	DEPARTMENT	
	
Director	of	Music	
Stevie	Farr	
stephen.farr@yahoo.co.uk	
07930	542555	
	
Assistant	Director	of	Music	
Michael	Papadopoulos	
michael.pap514@gmail.com	
	

Music	Scholars	

	
(l-r)	Adam	Mathias	(Organ);		Findlay	Spence	(Cello	
&	Composition);	Tamila	Salimdjanova	(piano)	
LAY	OFFICERS	&	OTHER	STAFF	

Churchwarden	
John	Tweddle		
john.tweddle@bidwells.co.uk	 	
020	77363878	
	
Churchwarden	
Phil	Davies	
phil@spkb.org	
07989	387198	
	

Deputy	Churchwardens		(Sidesmen)	
Roland	 Brunner,	 Serena	 Butt,	 Caroline	 Docker,	
Margaret	 Gadow,	 Gardenia	 Griffith,	 Nicoletta	
Lindsay,	 Aidan	 Linton-Smith,	 Jeremy	 Orlebar,	
Susie	Thornton,	Tom	Tull,	Sarah	Tytherleigh.	
Treasurer:		Noel	Craven	
Lady	Verger	&	Churchwardens’	Deputy	
Veronica	Scott			veronicamscott@hotmail.com	
020	7603	7680	


