
    

The Weekly Sheet 
  Week beginning Sunday 21 May 2017:  

Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 
Henry Vaughan’s poem The Night 
concludes with the words, ‘There is in 
God (some say)/A deep, but dazzling 
darkness.’ It’s a beautiful description of 
the spiritual life which manages to 
capture the paradoxes we experience in 
our lives. The Orthodox tradition 
understands this well when we it talks 
about both the knowability and the 
unknowability of God. 
For many people the Nicene Creed 
presents a number of intellectual 
difficulties. Some people reconcile 
themselves to it by reciting some parts of 
whilst omitting others. There’s another 
approach which respects the integrity of 
the Creed and the individual person’s 
belief. Think of the Creed as the family’s 
story. You may not understand of all it; 
you may not even agree with it; you might 
even be embarrassed by it, but it’s there 
and it’s there for a reason. Recognising 
this is to say that we are not the first 
people to record the story. Others before 
us have sought to make sense of the 
events and we do well to listen to them. 
So the Creed unfolds the Christian story; 
it’s a beautiful distillation of Christian 
doctrine.  Rather than look at it as 
something which you either can accept or 
not, approach it as a deep well from 
which draw refreshing water to slake your 
spiritual thirst. 
It’s in this spirit that we can look forward 
to celebrating the Ascension of Jesus on 
Thursday. The feast marks the conclusion 
of the forty days of Easter as the Church 
remembers when Jesus returns to the 
Father and calls on his disciples to wait for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

S E R V I C E S  T H I S  
W E E K :  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
21 May 2017 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Sung Eucharist at 11:00 
Missa Sanctae Margaretae - Jackson 
Jauchzet dem Herrn - Schűtz 
My shepherd is the living Lord - 
Tomkins 
Preacher: Fr Louis Darrant 
 

Rogation Day: 22 May  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00 
 

Rogation Day: 23 May  
Mass at 08:00 
 

John & Charles Wesley, 
evangelists: 24 May   
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:45 
 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD: 25 
May  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Solemn Eucharist at 19:00 
 

Augustine, Abp: 26 May 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00  
 

Votive of the BVM: 27 May 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at noon  
 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
28 May 2017 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Sung Eucharist at 11:00 
 
 
 
 

 ‘A deep, but dazzling darkness’ 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge 

The Parish Office 
32a Wilton Place 

London SW1X 8SH 
Phone  020 7201 9999 
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Fr Alan Gyle 
020 7201 9999 
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Fr Louis Darrant 
020 7201 9992 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

www.spkb.org 

AND REGISTER FOR OUR WEEKLY 

EMAIL 

Ascension Day Mass and party 

This Thursday – 25
th

 May at 7:00pm 
– a Solemn Eucharist will be 
celebrated for the Feast of the 
Ascension followed by a drinks 
party in the Vicarage. Please put 
this date in your diaries and plan to 
join us.  

 

 
 
It’s tempting to see the celebration of the 
Christian year as historical remembrance, 
but it’s more dynamic than that. The 
events we affirm in the Creed are coming 
alive in our own experience as we keep a 
faithful observance of the liturgical year. 
The key to this is to place the focus on 
God and not on ourselves. That’s how we 
live with the paradoxes and all that 
remains unresolved in our lives. God is 
the dependable presence who is going to 
make sense of all that seems 
contradictory. 
When we set time aside to pray and to 
share with others in worship we are 
returning to God who is our centre. The 
Creed reminds us that this is never an 
individual exercise, but instead gathers us 
into the company of all who are seeking 
to do the same and there we find our 
home.  
Our lives are united with Jesus forever in 
baptism and in his Ascension we find our 
lives hidden with him in heaven. Our task 
now is to reveal his life on earth and help 
others to see a beauty in themselves they 
never realized they possessed. 

Fr Louis 
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Looking ahead to Salisbury and Wales 
 

 

Final preparations are being 
made for the day trip to 
Salisbury Cathedral in 
Wiltshire on 24th June 2017. 
There will be a tour of the 
cathedral focussing on its 
history, a Pilgrims’ Eucharist, 
lunch and time for you to 
explore at leisure. We will be 
travelling by train from 

The next Explorations trip will 
be to the Jewish Museum in 
Camden on Saturday 10

th
 

June from 10.00am to noon 
exploring the question of 
how we live with difference.  
 
The Jewish Museum 
describes itself in the 
following way: Our Mission is 
to surprise, delight and 
engage all people, 
irrespective of background or 
faith, in the history, identity 
and culture of Jews in Britain: 

London Waterloo. Further 
details from Fr Louis. 

Please consider also joining 
us for the Parish Pilgrimage 
to the historic and 
beautiful Llŷn Peninsula in 
Snowdonia, North Wales 
from Thursday 7th to 
Sunday 10th September 

2017 for an experience of 
Welsh spirituality and to 
visit the shrines of the 
ancient saints.  

For both of these trips, 
please save the date – and 
register your interest 
through our website at 
www.spkb.org 

 

 

We pray this week for: 
Bishop Pete and the witness of 
the Church in this city; for Fr 
Richard & the people of St 
Paul’s K Street Washington DC; 
for Fr Alfredo & the people of 
All Saints’ Nhamavila; for 
students taking their finals; for 
all who are looking for work; for 
the St Anselm Community at 
Lambeth Palace and vocations 
to the monastic life; for Hannah 
who is to be confirmed on 
Monday by the Bishop of 
Stepney. 

Among the sick and those in 
need: 
Alexandra Holesh; Patricia 
Dopheide; John Watson; 
William Guise; Shands 
Prevost; Dan Gadow; John 
Roberts; Juliette Gimon; 
Francis Faber; Nick Walker; 
Elizabeth Heim; Sue Ko; Ian 
Powe. 

 

And we pray for the 
recently departed:  
Alain Jouret; Maisie Percy; 
Mary Ann Brashler, Jean 
Marc Lehut, Russell 
Ingham, priest; Bruce 
Hervey; Julian Black; Liam 
Dickerson. 
 
Year’s mind: 
Eric Hamilton 21/5 
Gerard Doyle 22/5 
Dudley Middleton 23/5 
Herbert Robinson 24/5 

Explorations: living with difference 

The Wednesday Evening Service 

Amos Trust in association with PalmusicUK proudly presents Nakba – Songs of Exile featuring 
singers from The Tallis Scholars singing 'Lamentations of Jeremiah' by Robert White, 'Funeral 
Ikos' by John Tavener and 'Beatitudes' by Arvo Part.  
Monday 15th May 2017 (Nakba Day) at 7:30pm in The Priory Church of St John, Clerkenwell, 
London EC1M 4DA 
 

Please pray for… 

The method involves the 
repetition of a single word 
faithfully and lovingly 
during the time of 
meditation. This is a very 
ancient Christian way of 
prayer that was recovered 
for modern Christians by 
the Benedictine monk John 
Main (1926 -1982). 
John Main recovered this 
way of bringing the mind to 
rest in the heart through his 
study of the teachings of 
the first Christian monks, 
the Desert Fathers, and of 
John Cassian (4

th
 century 

AD). It is in the same 
tradition as The Cloud of 
Unknowing, written in 
England in the 14

th
 century. 

John Main's legacy inspired 
the formation of the World 
Community for Christian 
Meditation (WCCM), 
contemplative dimension to 
the common life of 
Christians and engaging in 
the common ground shared 
with the secular world and 
other religions. 
Please speak to Fr Louis if 
you would like to know 
more about practising this 
form of prayer. 
 

Christian 
Meditation 

Findlay Spence 
Join us on the evening of 
the 22nd June at 7:30pm 
in St Paul’s for a recital by 
Findlay Spence our cello 
and composition scholar, 
accompanied by John 
Sunderland and Michael 
Papadopoulos. Programme 
to include the Beethoven 
piano and cello sonata no 
3 in A major and works by 
Liszt, Elgar, Chopin, 
Dvorak, Saint Saens and 
Brahms.  
This is a free concert - no 
tickets are required - 
although donations will be 
welcome to assist with the 
purchase of a new cello for 
Findlay. More information 
to follow, but please put 
the date in your diaries 
now.  

Every Wednesday at 6.45pm. A space in the middle of the week to pause, reflect and grow. 
Simple words, simple music, space to be. The Mass lasts about 30 mins with refreshments. 
 

Nakba – Songs of Exile 

by inspiring discovery, 
provoking questions and 
encouraging understanding. 
Our Vision is of a world 
where cultural diversity and 
the contribution of minority 
communities are explored, 
valued and celebrated, for 
the enrichment of society 
as a whole.  
For more information 
please speak to Fr Louis and 
check out the museum 
website: 
www.jewishmuseum.org.uk 
 
  

  


