
I find myself in Boston this weekend, 
mulling over the words of the 45th 
President of the United States, addressed 
to the General Assembly of the UN on 
Monday, but countless times before that: 
"America first!" 

In 1773 the political protests about the tea 
tax, the Boston Tea Party - "No taxation 
without representation" - led to the 
Revolutionary War of 1775 and eventually 
to American independence from Britain 
and full sovereignty. Much of our own 
Brexit debate has been about sovereignty 
and 'foreign' taxation. 

Christians have usually hovered around a 
fairly simple analysis that has affirmed 
patriotism while eschewing nationalism. 
Much of the debate then becomes a fine 
distinction between the two. 

The Bible is not silent on the subject. 
There is the symbolic division of the 
nations by confusing their languages at the 
Tower of Babel. There is the choice of 
Abraham to become the father of God's 
chosen people, Israel. Then Peter's not so 
subtle shift of this chosen people to the 
Church after Christ's saving work is 
extended to all nations: "you have become 
a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation." (1 Peter 2.9) 

 

    

S E R V I C E S  T HI S  
W E E K :  
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 
24 September 2017 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 

Mon 25 September: Lancelot 
Andrewes 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00 
 

Tue 26 September: Feria 
Mass at 08:00 
 

Wed 27 September: Vincent de 
Paul 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:45 
 

Thu 28 September: Feria  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00 
 

Fri 29 September: MICHAEL & ALL 
ANGELS 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00  
 

Sat 30 September: Mass of 
Requiem 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at noon 
 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 
1 October 2017 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
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At a personal level we know that our 
calling as disciples of the Servant King is 
to love God and neighbour. And the 
parable of the Good Samaritan explicitly 
reminds us that our neighbours are not 
just the people or nations we happen to 
like - there was no love lost between the 
Jews and Samaritans. 

So when we sing 'land of hope and glory' 
at the Proms are we really chanting 
"Britain First"? I hope not. The vision of 
the New Testament is 'the healing of the 
nations' (Revelation 22.2) not the 
absorption of their diversity into one 
super-nation. All should flourish. 
Although we have special responsibility 
for family, friends and nation, our 
neighbour-love must extend to the poor, 
the oppressed, the refugees, of every 
nation. We must pray, hope, speak and 
act in line with the vision of God's 
peaceable kingdom. And that's not easy 
for us or our political leaders. 

Fr Nick (on tour in the USA) 

Letter from America:  

Independence and the Common Good 

Farewell to Fr Andrew 
Please join us for drinks following the Solemn 
Eucharist today as we say farewell to Fr Andrew after 
many years of service to St Paul’s Knightsbridge. 

Fr Andrew is leaving us to take up a position as 
Honorary Associate Priest at St Mary’s Bourne Street. 

There will be a presentation during drinks to give 
thanks for his faithful ministry among us. 



   

    

Carlos Gereda y de Borbón; 
Olwen McPherson; Bill 
Thomas, priest; Ann-Marie 
Siddall. 
 
And at their year’s mind: 
John McMullan 25/9 
Joyce Magee 25/9 
Hisako Bartle 25/9 
Peter Edwards 29/9 

 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 December – The Tower of 
London 
Canon Roger Hall will introduce us to the 
Shrine of St Thomas More and talk about the 
history of the Chapel of St Peter ad Vincula at 
the Tower. 
 
For more information or to indicate your 
interest please email Fr Louis at 
louis@spkb.org 
 
Please note the deadline for booking your 
place on the Tate Britain tour is 19

th
 October, 

so please do register your place ASAP. 

Saturday 7
th

 October – The British Museum 
Throughout history different cultures are found 
a variety of ways to cope with the realities of 
living and dying. During this visit we will be 
exploring how Christian faith equips us with 
rituals and practices to deepen our awareness 
of God’s presence.  
 
Saturday 4

th
 November  – Tate Britain 

Richard Thomas will be our guide for a private 
tour of works from the permanent collection of 
Tate Britain (theme tbc). The cost is £14 per 
person. 
 

We pray this week for: 
Bishop Pete, Acting Bishop of 
London; the community at 
Westminster Abbey; the 
outreach of foodbanks; Fr 
Andrew’s new ministry at St 
Mary’s Bourne Street; the 
preparations for the visit from 
our partners in mission in 
Mozambique; Hannah and all 
members of the Community of 
St Anselm at Lambeth Palace. 

 
Among the sick and those in 
need: 
Patricia Dopheide; Sue Ko; 
Brenda Young; Elizabeth 
Gordon; Judy Davis; Ingrid 
Gray; Val Hiscock. 
And we pray for the recently 
departed: Robert Hardy; 
Simon Doggart; David Tang; 
Irene McCoy; Ian Powe; 
Charles Gordon Lennox; 
Kamal Taki;  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

www.spkb.org 

AND REGISTER FOR OUR WEEKLY 

EMAIL 

Please pray for… 

Ian Powe RIP 
Ian Powe died peacefully 
at St Thomas’ Hospital on 
2

nd
 September. We 

extend our deepest 
sympathies to Deirdre 
and to the family.  There 
will be a Memorial Service 
on Tuesday 17

th
 October 

at St Paul’s Knightsbridge 
to which all friends and 
members of the 
congregation are invited.   

Kamal Taki RIP 
Kamal Taki, resident of 
Hans Place and 
worshipper at St Paul’s 
with his wife Maya, has 
died peacefully in the 
Brompton Hospital.  A 
private cremation service 
will be followed by a Low 
Mass of Requiem in St 
Paul’s Knightsbridge on 
Saturday 30

th
 September 

at noon. 

Hannah Bailey-
Evans 
Please hold Hannah in 
your prayers as she 
prepares to join the 
Communitry of St Anselm 
at Lambeth Palace for the 
year 2017-18. Hannah’s 
ceremony of robing will 
be on the 25

th
 September. 

Visit from Fr 
Alfredo & Ivan 
from 
Mozambique 
We are looking forward ot 
welcoming our friends Fr 
Alfredo and Ivan and Ivan 
(Bishop’s ALMA Link 
Officer) from All Saints’ 
Nhamavila. They will be 
staying with us from 12

th
-

19
th

 October. There will 
be more details of the 
programme given next 
week. 
 

 

 

 

 

Edwardtide Pilgrimage to Westminster Abbey 

On Saturday 14
th

 October 2017 there is the annual pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Edward the Confessor at Westminster Abbey. The Abbey 
opens at 09:30 to pilgrims who will be greeted with a rite of 
footwashing. There is a Festival Eucharist at 11:30 (at which the 
preacher this year is Bishop John Inge of Worcester), and the day 
ends with Choral Evensong and Procession at 15:00.  During the 
day, pilgrims will be welcome to pray at the Shrine, and there will 
be opportunities for the laying on of hands with prayer for healing 
and the renewal of baptismal promises.  
Please speak to Fr Louis Darrant for further information.  

Explorations: discovering London through the eyes of faith 

6:30pm, 11th October at the Royal Geographical Society   

Former Bishop of Edinburgh, writer and broadcaster, Richard Holloway has 
agreed to deliver the lecture on the topic of The Politics of Forgiveness and the 
evening will be chaired by Shami Chakrabarti.  Forgiveness is normally 
associated with the experience of individuals and the ebb and flow of their 
personal relationships. But it is arguable that forgiveness at the institutional or 
political level is even more important for the health of the human 
community.  In his lecture, Richard Holloway will offer a wide-ranging 
interpretation of the complexity of the human condition and the fundamental 
importance of forgiveness to the sustaining of its social and political 
institutions.  And he will argue that there has rarely been a time when it is more 
needed than today. For more details please speak to Fr Louis. 

The politics of forgiveness 


