
With twenty five of our core members 
– including three of our clergy – on the 
LLŷn Peninsula in North Wales this 
weekend, following the Pilgrim Trail 
towards Bardsey Island, things in the 
church are a little quieter.  And I am 
one of those ‘left behind.’ Well, 
someone has to keep the show on the 
road! 

Of course, I am usually the one 
‘leading the charge’ on this or that trip 
or pilgrimage. The internal story I 
always tend to tell of myself is one of 
endeavour, newness, journeying and 
the sense of accomplishment that 
flows from achievement and having, 
finally, arrived.  This weekend it feels 
very different.  Just the same old, 
same old… and the sense of others 
being caught up in all that movement 
and distraction while I notice the 
space and the gaps and the stillness 
back at home. Left behind.  

‘History,’ Winston Churchill said, ‘is 
written by victors.’  Much of the story 
of daily life is written by those on a 
quest, or by those with a task in hand, 
an end in sight, in the midst of 
movement. Campaign. Pilgrimage. 
Strategic Plan. The end we are working 
to. Frenetic forward movement and a 
goal.  The story of life is so often told 
by people in transit from A to B. But of 
course, that is not the only experience 
of life and not the only story to be told 
of it.  

Much of life is about stasis, stillness, 
the absence of forward movement or 

    

S E R V I C E S  T H I S  
W E E K :  
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 
10 September 2017 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
 

Mon 11 September: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00 
 

Tue 12 September: Feria 
Mass at 08:00 
 

Wed 13 September: John 
Chrysostom 
Mass at 08:00 
 

Thu 14 September: Holy Cross 
Day 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00 
 

Fri 15 September: Cyprian 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at 18:00  
 

Sat 16 September: Ninian 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at noon 
 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 
17 September 2017 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Preacher: Bishop Michael Colclough 
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a strategic plan, or not being one of 
the players in the plan. Just being, 
being stuck or being ‘left behind.’ 
Sometimes we chose this second 
experience of our own volition. More 
often, life forces stillness, absence of 
movement and stuckness on us. 
When we lose someone we love or 
when a relationship hits the rocks. 
When our job comes to an end and 
we have no other job to go to. When 
we are ‘struck down’ by illness or 
frailty. When our plans fail to reach 
fruition or sit in tatters. Trying to 
conceal the challenges in such 
circumstances by inventing a story of 
movement and purpose is seldom a 
good plan!  

The story of these slower, stiller 
places in life needs to be authentic, 
and heard, not glossed over; stasis 
and stuckness need to have their 
own spirituality too, if only to enable 
us to bear the loss of control, to 
endure what feels like emptiness, or 
purposelessness or jealousy’s icy grip 
as we see others moving while we 
feel stuck or abandoned.  

Tools for telling this very different 
story, it seems to me, include 
noticing small things and 
intentionally appreciating them – 
even if they feel meagre! 
Thankfulness for the one small step, 
the one fresh glimpse, the small 
moment of connection, is 
transformative. And beyond our 
intentionality, maintaining faith in 
the actual grace and sacramental 
presence of God in the very ordinary 
places of life – even when our 
feelings suggest that God must, 
surely, be absent.  

Even activists get left behind 
sometimes. When they do, they 
(indeed all of us) need the spiritual 
disciplines to engage the real 
possibility that lies in aloneness and 
stillness.  

Fr Alan Gyle 

 

 

Left behind 

 



   

    

The Tait Trust is delighted to 
present Australian tenor, Grammy 
nominee and 2014 International 
Opera Awards Male Singer of the 
Year, Stuart Skelton at a gala 
concert to celebrate their 25th 
Anniversary at St Paul’s Church 
Knightsbridge, on Wednesday the 
13th September at 7pm. 
Tickets for this amazing concert 
are available online at: 
 www.taitmemorialtrust.org  
Please enter the code SPKB1309 
when prompted to obtain a St 
Paul’s Knightsbridge members’ 
discount. 

 

Gordon Lennox; Kamal Taki; 
Carlos Gereda y de Borbón 
 
And at their year’s mind: 
Richard Coke 12/9 
Caroline Imrie 13/9 
John McMullan 13/9 

 

  

Special discount available for  
members of St Paul’s Knightsbridge 

The Parish Garden Party will be held on Thursday 
14th September, from 6:30pm in the Vicarage 
Garden. Please save the date!  
 
It’s a wonderful opportunity to come together again 
after the summer break and to welcome our friends 
and neighbours from the local community. Please 
speak to Caroline Docker if you have suggestions for 
raffle prizes. 

 
 

We pray this week for: 
Bishop Pete, Acting Bishop of 
London; University Chaplains in 
London; all returning to school 
and students beginning life at 
university; the parish 
pilgrimage to the Llŷn Peninsula 
this weekend; all affected by 
Hurricane Harvey in Houston 
and Hurrican Irma in the 
Caribbean. 
 

Among the sick and those in 
need: 
Patricia Dopheide; Sue Ko; 
Brenda Young; Ann-Marie 
Siddall; Elizabeth Gordon; 
Judy Davis; Ingrid Gray; Val 
Hiscock. 
 
And we pray for the recently 
departed: Robert Hardy; 
Rowan Shimada-Mead; Simon 
Doggart; David Tang; Irene 
McCoy; Ian Powe; Charles 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

www.spkb.org 

AND REGISTER FOR OUR WEEKLY 

EMAIL 

Please pray for… 

Prayer Branch 
The next meeting of the 
Prayer Branch takes place 
on Tuesday 19th 
September. The evening 
is lay-led and is an 
opportunity to reflect on 
Scripture and pray for 
particular needs. For 
details of the time and 
venue please contact the 
Parish Office. 

Ian Powe RIP 
Ian Powe died peacefully 
at St Thomas’ Hospital on 
2nd September. We 
extend our deepest 
sympathies to Deirdre 
and to the family.  There 
will be a private family 
funeral, followed at 11am 
on Tuesday 17th October 
by a Memorial Service in 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge to 
which all friends and 
members of the 
congregation are invited.  

Kamal Taki RIP 
Kamal Taki, resident of 
Hans Place and 
worshipperat St Paul’s 
with his wife Maya, has 
died peacefully in the 
Brompton Hospital.  A 
private cremation service 
will be followed by a Low 
Mass of Requiem in St 
Paul’s Knightsbridge on 
Saturday 30th September 
at noon. 

Fr Andrew 
Norwood 
There will be a chance to 
express our thanks to Fr 
Andrew as he leaves us 
on Sunday 24th 
September after the 11 
o’clock mass here at St 
Paul’s.  If you would like 
to make a donation to a 
farewell gift for Fr 
Andrew, please speak to 
John Tweddle, 
Churchwarden.  

 

 

This Week: Wagner 
at St Paul’s 

Save the date for an exclusive evening of music 

Edwardtide Pilgrimage to Westminster Abbey 
On Saturday 14th October 2017 there is the annual pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Edward the Confessor at Westminster Abbey. The Abbey opens 
at 09:30 to pilgrims who will be greeted with a rite of footwashing. There 
is a Festival Eucharist at 11:30 (at which the preacher this year is Bishop 
John Inge of Worcester), and the day ends with Choral Evensong and 
Procession at 15:00.  During the day, pilgrims will be welcome to pray at 
the Shrine, and there will be opportunities for the laying on of hands 
with prayer for healing and the renewal of baptismal promises.  
Please speak to Fr Louis Darrant for further information.  

On Thursday 5th October at 6:30pm you are invited to the home of 
the Order of St John in Camberwell to an exclusive concert and 
champagne reception in support of the Order and St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge. Tickets will be £100. Information from The Parish 
Office. 

This Week: The Garden Party 


