
In the story it is Joshua who gives voice to 
the latter, darker instinct. He, scandalized 
by the fact that this outburst of prophecy 
is ‘not in the right place’, urges Moses to 
silence them. But Moses, in his wisdom, 
recognises that God’s activity is neither 
controlled nor constrained by man’s 
religious instincts: the Spirit of God ‘blows 
where it will’ as Jesus will mater say in St 
John’s Gospel. It seems that they didn’t 
have to go to the holy place to receive 
God’s commission.  

This story is powerful because in a simple 
narrative form it addresses several of our 
more unhelpful instincts as human beings.  
First, it encourages us to notice that the 
limits we set on things and then justify are 
merely ours, not necessarily expressions 
of truth; how often do we right off the 
possibility that something may be holy or 
of God just because it doesn’t fit with our 
internalised map of the way God is and 
acts. Joshua is guilty of prejudice: having 
made his mind up to the extent that he 
closes down the possibility that this might 
be ‘of God.’   

Second, it should make us think critically 
and urgently about our religiosity.  Our 
habitual Christian behaviour is an 
ambivalent thing: on the one hand it 
allows the stuff of daily life to become the 
vehicle for our sanctification, but it also 
quickly encourages us to believe that we 
are possessors of the right and only way 
to God. God is much bigger than we in our 
imaginations allow him to be – and his life 
is already all around us. We don’t have to 
contain it: we have to recognise it! 

And third, it encourages in us the 
willingness to challenge the instinct for 
conformity. Our religious structures may 
be human and flawed, but something in 
us rather likes them and defers to them. 
We quickly become dependent and 
uncritical in our thinking. We need to 
challenge and search and question, 
constantly. Just because someone is 
apparently ‘in authority’, wearing a collar 
or a pectoral cross, doesn’t necessarily 
mean they are right.  Would that it were 
that simple!  

This story repays reading and re-reading. 
Numbers Chapter 11. Eldad and Medad. 
Why not let it shake up your thinking this 
week?       

Fr Alan Gyle 

 

 

     

Pssst, I’m over here… 

  

It’s one of those little stories in the Bible, 
from the infrequently-read Book of 
Numbers, that deserves to be far better 
known (and it is our first reading at mass 
today). Moses, realising that the work of 
ministry must be shared (he is facing 
burn-out and exhaustion!) , is 
commanded by God to gather seventy 
elders to join him in the work of ministry. 
As a sign of their commissioning, they are 
to go to the tent of meeting (the holy 
place of encounter) and there receive the 
Spirit of God. Straightforward enough. It 
is just that two of them don’t go, Eldad 
and Medad. Whether they liked to sleep 
late or were otherwise preoccupied the 
Bible doesn’t say, but they missed the 
appointment. Only sixty eight were 
present to receive the Spirit.  From 
Moses’s point of view, still sixty eight 
times better than it had been before… 
and perhaps he is smiling contentedly at 
this when a young man from the camp 
runs to see him and tells him that Eldad 
and Medad too are prophesying, in the 
camp and not in the holy place of 
meeting. What to do? Rejoice and be glad 
– or something more instinctive to the 
religious mind?  

Sunday 30th September 2018:  
TRINITY 18 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (+M) 
Preacher: The Right Reverend 
Michael Colclough 
 
Monday 1st October: Remigius 
Low Mass at 18:00 (+M) 
 
Tuesday 2nd: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (VS) 
 
Wednesday 3rd: Feria  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Wednesday Evening Mass at 
19:00 (+M)  
 
Thursday 4th: Francis of Assisi   
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Friday 5th: Feria  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (VS) 
 
Saturday 6th: William Tyndale 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at noon  
 
Sunday 7th September 2018:  
TRINITY 19 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher: The Venerable Nick 
Mercer 
 
 

John King RIP 
 

With sadness we learned earlier 
this week of the death of John 
King. John was for many years 
the Head Server here at St 
Paul’s. He died at home in 
Wilton Row after many years of 
being housebound – but 
continued to receive Holy 
Communion at home regularly. 
His funeral will be in church on 
Wednesday 17th October at 
noon.    
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

 
(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer; Fr Bill Scott 
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden & Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena 
Butt (Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie 
Thornton (Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull 
(Wednesday evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr (sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos (michael.pap514@gmail.com)  
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 

 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
(l-r)  The Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (maternity leave until October 2018), Claire Pilton (maternity 
cover - claire@spkb.org); Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org) 

 

  

 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 

One of the challenges of parish life is working 
out people’s names. You’ve met so often that it 
is now too late to ask! Or you’re new… So here, 
to help you do so, is a list of participants in this 
morning’s liturgy:  
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Reader: Virginia Craven 
Server: Robert Thomas  
 
The Solemn Mass at 11:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Bishop Michael Colclough 
Deacon: Fr Alan Gyle 
Subdeacon: Phil Davies  
Reader: Robert Clouston  
Intercessor: Melissa Longley 
Hospitality: James and Rose Folkes 
 
And actually, most people struggle to remember 
names and there is no shame in asking. So if 
you’re not sure, why not just ask!  

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; 
Lorna Gradden and Rob Clouston, our 
Churchwardens; for our staff team; our 
Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints 
Church, Nhamavilah in Mozambique 
 
We pray for those who lead the church that 
they may do so with integrity, and we pray 
for the constant renewal of the church.  
 
Among the sick and those in need: 
Benjamin Newlove; Raymond Willetts; 
Mylène Leenhardt; Nora Shishkovsky; John 
Sunderland; John King; Maya Habboush; 
Alan Bennyworth; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Joanna Panasiuk; Nicky Lindsay; Penny 
Higgs; Fr Bill Scott; Alastair Sword; Benjamin 
Sword 
 
All the recently departed 
John King; Jirayr Tur; Jennifer Ponting 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind 
falls during the month of September:  
David Loveridge 1 September 
Ian Powe 2 September 
Victor Danenza 3 September 
Henry Montagu Villiers  9 September 
Richard Coke 12 September 
Caroline Imrie 13 September 
John Mullan 12 September 
Ian Cullerne Bown 23 September 
William Haite 25 September 
Joyce Eileen Magee 25 September  
Hisako Bartle 25 September  
Doris Palmer 29 September  
Peter Edwards 29 September 
 
 
 

BOOK NOW 
The Berlin Trio Concert 
Thursday 25th October at 7pm 

A glorious evening of music by 
Schumann, Chopin, Debussy, Enescu 
and Malcolm Arnold played by 
Margaret Bruce, Rita D’Arcangelo 
and Dearbhla Nolan – to raise funds 
for the King Edward VII Hospital and 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge. Tickets: 
www.spkb.org/berlintrio. 

Come and sing! 
Saturday 27th October at 2pm 

Your chance to join soloists from our 
choir under the eager direction of 
Michael Papadopoulos with 
Benjamin Newlove at the piano, to 
learn some new repertoire and to 
give a performance at 4:15pm. £10 
for participants: audience free! And 
then to the pub afterwards! Sign up 
on the parish website, ww.spkb.org 

NEXT SUNDAY: 

Parish Lunch & Recital  
Sunday 7th October 
On the first Sunday of every month 
we sit down together at 1pm to eat a 
Parish Lunch cooked by volunteers. 
For some, who live alone, it is a 
welcome opportunity to enjoy good 
company; but for everyone, it is a 
chance to get to know one another 
better.   Join us for Parish Lunch after 
the 11am Mass on Sunday, 7th  
October, followed at 2pm, by an 
organ recital given by Benjamin 
Newlove, organ scholar,  marks the 
first of our Sunday Afternoon Series 
of concerts. Ben will play music by 
J.S. Bach, Vierne, Reger, Darke and 
Harris. 
 

  
 
Suggested donation for lunch: £10 
including entry to the recital.  
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