
      

Sunday 15 July 2018 
TRINITY 7 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist & Baptism  
at 11:00 (+M) 
Preacher Fr Victor Stock 
 
Mon 16 July:  
Feria 
Low Mass at 18:00 (+M) 
  
Tues 17 July:  
Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (AG) 
 
Wed 18 July:  
Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Wednesday Evening Service  
at 19:00 (VS & AG)  
 
Thu 19 July:  
Gregory of Nyssa and Macrina 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (AG) 
 
Fri 20 July:  
Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (VS) 
 
Sat 21 July:  
Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at noon (NM) 
 
Sunday 22 July 2018 
MARY MAGDALEN 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher The Venerable Nick 
Mercer 
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description, in canticles, psalms and 
readings, of God’s steadily unfolding plan 
in the calling, anointing, empowering and 
reconciling action of the Holy Spirit. God is 
in his heaven and all is right with the 
world, the Office seemed to say: while all 
around there is actually only the 
experience of chaos and anxious 
confusion. How am I to square these two 
apparently contradictory experiences? 
 
It was the early 19th century philosopher 
Soren Kierkegaard  who famously said 
‘Life can only be understood backwards; 
but it must be lived forwards,’ and this is 
certainly a helpful observation: as we 
move forward there is often only 
confusion and uncertainty; looking 
backwards we often convince ourselves 
that things happened for a purpose, even 
if we do have a tendency towards what 
Klaus Conrad called ‘apophenia,’ namely 
the ability to impute meaning and pattern 
to things that are, in truth, completely 
random and unrelated. At the heart of all 
of this is an important theological 
question to which we all need to have an 
answer: is life really random and chaotic, 
or is there – behind it all – the hand of 
God?  
 
Although theological ideas of ‘special 
providence’ are challenging to make 
sense of (i.e. the idea that God intervenes 
and fiddles in the day to day of life, fixing, 
guiding or mending this or that situation 
in an apparently haphazard way, begging 
questions about why here and not there), 
the idea of ‘general providence’ is as 
important an idea as it is compelling.  
General providence is the conviction that 
God upholds existence and natural order 
of the universe as its loving creator – but 
doesn’t fiddle with it. He sets knowledge 
of him in our hearts and gives us the 
opportunity to respond to the generosity 
of his creation by acting wisely and 
responsibly, making ethical choices and 
striving for the good of all (and all 
creation). It is a view of life that credits 
human beings with dignity and 
responsibility, one that challenges us.  
 
It is a shame that in ‘interesting times’ 
dignity so often eludes us and we fail to 
demonstrate much wisdom! 

 
Fr Alan Gyle 

 

Chaos, apophenia and providence. 
 

 
 
Wrongly thought to be an ancient 
Chinese curse (there is, it seems, no such 
saying in Chinese and the link with the 
Orient seems to date only from the 
writings of Joseph Chamberlain in the 19th 
century!),  the phrase “may you live in 
interesting times” is as popular in its use 
as it is delightfully ambiguous in its 
meaning. Nothing worse than things 
being dull, of course…but normally that’s 
not quite what is being said. It is easy to 
tire quickly of challenge and intrigue, and 
too much uncertainty and change can feel 
like a curse. 
 
In the world of British and European 
politics, these past nine days have been 
as ‘interesting’ as I can remember. One 
minute it felt that finally fractious division 
was at an end as an apparently 
unanimous  view (albeit for some a 
disappointing view) of the  country’s 
future vis a vis Europe had been agreed; 
the next moment resignations reignited 
uncertainty and created a world of 
politics in Westminster that at least 
eleven commentators described as 
“febrile” (word of the week!); just as that 
was cooling down, the visit of the 
President of the United States threw 
relationships within NATO into disarray, 
lobbed a journalistic grenade into the 
midst of an elegant summer evening’s 
dinner at Blenheim Palace and then 
brought to the ancient art of inspecting 
the guard of honour at Windsor a new 
twist! At time of writing, diplomatic 
relations are being described as bruised, 
even if the special relationship has 
survived – but on Monday there is the 
meeting with Putin to look forward to 
and the ripples of that across the 
Western world.  Interesting times indeed! 
 
At Morning Prayer on Saturday I was 
struck by the tension between the chaotic 
and emergent experience of day to day 
political life in our days and the confident 



   

    

 

The bereaved: 
Rachel Vosper; Lyall Thow; 
Sophia Galitzine;  
All the recently departed 
Annabelle Neilson  
And we pray for those whose 
year’s mind falls at this time:  
Kenneth James 19 July  
Robert Freestone 19 July  

Among the sick and those in 
need: 
Raymond Willetts; Mylène 
Leenhardt; Rob O’Connell; Nora 
Shishkovsky; John King; Maya 
Habboush; Alan Bennyworth; 
Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Kokoly Fallah; Joanna Panasiuk, 
Nicky Lindsay. 
 
 
 

We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; 
Lorna Gradden and Rob 
Clouston, our Churchwardens; 
for our staff team; our Sister 
and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s 
K-Street in Washington DC and 
All Saints Church, Namavilah in 
Mozambique 
 

THIS WEDNESDAY: Farewell Recital by 
Adam Mathias 

 
Join us at 7pm on the evening of Wednesday, 18th 
July for our Wednesday Evening Service followed by 
Adam Mathias’ farewell recital. We will then, over 
supper, have an opportunity to thank Adam for his 
significant contribution to St Paul’s during his time 
with us and to wish him Godspeed! All are welcome 
– but to help us to cater in appropriate numbers, 
please RSVP: pa@spkb.org 
 
Programme: 
C.H.H. Parry – Scherzo in F 
H. Howells – Master Tallis’s Testament 
W. Byrd – Fantasia in A minor 
J.S. Bach – Passacaglia in C minor BWV 582 
Eric Coates – Knightsbridge March 
 
Parish Garden Party  
 

 
 
Please save the date for our early Autumn Garden 
Party on Thursday 6th September from 6:30pm in 
the Vicarage Garden.  
 
Invitations are printed and are available for 
distribution. This is a wonderful opportunity for us 
to extend hospitality to those in the wider 
community who may be on the fringes of the 
church and its life: please feel free to invite guests 
and any in particular you suspect might enjoy the 
life and ethos of St Paul’s Knightsbridge.  
 
 

Who’s who this Sunday 
 

At 09:00 (Family Mass) 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan 
Gyle 
 
At 11:00 (High Mass with 
Baptism) 
Celebrant: The Right 
Reverend Michael Colclough 
Deacon & Preacher: The Very 
Reverend Victor Stock 
Subdeacon:  Phil Davies 
Reader: Jeremy Orlebar 
Intercessor: John Tweddle 
 
Forthcoming Parish Trips and 
Visits 
 
Introducing Darwin: a 
theological tea party with Dr 
Christopher Stephens in the 
Vicarage, 32 Wilton Place  
Saturday 8th September  
from 3:30pm  
 

 
 
This teatime seminar will 
introduce the life of Charles 
Darwin and will assess the 
impact some his scientific  
thinking on 19th century 
religious thought  
 
Charles Darwin’s home at 
Down House Church in Kent,  
Saturday 22nd September 
from 09:00 – 18:00 
 

 
 
Down House is the former 
home of English naturalist 
Charles Darwin and his family. 
It was in this house and 
garden that Darwin worked 
on his theories of evolution 
by natural selection which he 
had conceived in London 
before moving to Kent.  
 
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH THE 

PARISH WEBSITE 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 

INFORMATION: 

www.spkb.org 
AND REGISTER FOR OUR WEEKLY 

Mary’s Hand: London 
Performances on 1st & 2nd 
August 2018 
 

 

  
 
Maligned in popular memory as 
'Bloody Mary', it's a little-known  
fact that Mary loved games of 
chance. For Mary's Hand to begin  
the audience must choose a card. 
The choice of that and subsequent  
cards determines the order in which 
she will sing her story and reflect 
upon the influences and events of 
her life. With words by Di Sherlock 
and music by Martin Bussey, Mary's 
Hand is performed by solo mezzo-
soprano Clare McCaldin and is 
scored for cello, trumpet and oboe 
doubling cor anglais. Mary's Hand is 
70 mins long. 
 
A McCaldin Arts production, Mary's 
Hand is performed at Holy Cross 
Church, Cromer St., in London's 
Kings Cross on I & 2 August as part 
of the 2018 Tete a Tete Opera 
Festival.  
 
Tickets from £5 via tete-a-
tete.org.uk  #MarysHand or 
#TaTFest18 
 
 
 
 

For your prayers 
 


