
either alone or as a member of a larger 
group of women, as the first witness to 
the empty tomb, and the first to testify to 
Jesus’s resurrection. For these reasons, 
she is known in many Christian traditions 
as the “apostle to the apostles”. 

Her symbolism extends to the way she is 
depicted, not only the objects in her 
hands. Almost always wearing red, and 
with striking red hair, iconographers point 
subtly to her status as a fallen woman. 
This tradition, never adopted by the 
Orthodox Church, grew up in the Western 
Church in the Middle Ages, when the 
person of Mary Magdalene was conflated 
with Mary of Bethany and the unnamed 
“sinful woman” who anoints Jesus’s feet 
in Luke 7:36-50, resulting in a widespread 
but inaccurate belief that she was a 
repentant prostitute or promiscuous 
woman.   It is for this reason also that she 
is most often depicted with an open 
vessel or container – filled with oil for 
anointing the feet of Jesus. But 
iconographically speaking this open vessel 
also refers to her most important role in 
St John’s Gospel where she is the one 
who, arriving at the open and empty 
tomb, believes Jesus to be the gardener – 
and, on realising her mistake as her name 
is mentioned, is the first witness of the 
resurrection.   

Fr Alan Gyle 
 

AUGUST ARRANGEMENTS 

During the month of August we will 
operate a reduced worship schedule 
to enable members of our team to 
take holidays: 
 
SUNDAYS: There will be two Masses 
each Sunday at 9am (Low Mass in St 
Luke’s Chapel) and 11am (Sung Mass 
with Cantor). 
 
WEEKDAYS:  A single weekday mass 
will be celebrated each week on 
Wednesdays at 7pm.  
 
Our normal schedule of daily services 
will resume on Sunday, 2nd 
September with the 9am Family Mass 
and 11am Solemn High Mass with 
choir.  
 

 

 

 

 

      

Lady in red 

Sunday 22 July 2018 
MARY MAGDALENE 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher: The Venerable Nick 
Mercer 
 
Mon 23 July:  
Feria 
Low Mass at 18:00 (+M) 
  
Tues 24 July:  
Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Wed 25 July:  
JAMES THE APOSTLE 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Wednesday Evening Service  
at 19:00 (NM)  
 
Thu 26 July:  
Anne and Joachim 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (WS) 
 
Fri 27 July:  
Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (AG) 
 
Sat 28 July:  
Feria 
Parish visit to Berwick Church in 
Sussex 
 
Sunday 29 July 2018 
TRINITY 9 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (NM) 
Preacher: The Right Reverend 
Michael Colclough 
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One of the great games in art is working 
out who people are by reference to the 
language of symbolism. St Paul always 
has a sword (the instrument of his death), 
St Peter always has keys (the keys to the 
Kingdom), St Lucy always carries a plate 
with her eyes on it (she had here eyes put 
out as part of her martyr’s death). Some 
saints have more than one symbol – while 
some symbols have more than one saint: 
so context in the game is everything.  

Mary Magdalene, whose feast day this 
year falls on a Sunday, has more 
iconographic symbols than most. 

According to the four canonical gospels, 
Mary Magdalene travelled with Jesus as 
one of his followers and was a witness to 
his crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. 
She is mentioned by name twelve times 
in the canonical gospels, more than most 
of the apostles. Mary's epithet 
Magdalene most likely means that she 
came from the town of Magdala, a fishing 
town on the western shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. The Gospel of Luke (8:2-3) lists 
Mary as one of the women who travelled 
with Jesus and helped support his 
ministry “out of their resources”, 
indicating that she was probably 
relatively wealthy. The same passage also 
states that seven demons had been 
driven out of her, a statement which is 
repeated in the longer ending of Mark. In 
all four canonical gospels, she is a witness 
to the crucifixion of Jesus and, in the 
Synoptic Gospels, she is also present at 
his burial. All four gospels identify her, 



      

 

All the recently departed 
Annabelle Neilson  
And we pray for those whose 
year’s mind falls at this time:  
Walter Hussey 25 July  
Leslie Truman 24 July  
Gail Clymer 25 July  
Patrick  Allen 27 July  
Ian Davies 28 July  
Selwyn Powell 28 July  
Keith Turbayne 28 July  

Among the sick and those in 
need: 
Raymond Willetts; Mylène 
Leenhardt; Rob O’Connell; Nora 
Shishkovsky; John King; Maya 
Habboush; Alan Bennyworth; 
Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Kokoly Fallah; Joanna Panasiuk, 
Nicky Lindsay. 
 
 
 

We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; 
Lorna Gradden and Rob 
Clouston, our Churchwardens; 
for our staff team; our Sister 
and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s 
K-Street in Washington DC and 
All Saints Church, Nhamavilah 
in Mozambique 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: HEADS UP! 
A true legacy of the 2012 Games, Prudential 
RideLondon is widely recognized to be the world's 
greatest festival of cycling. The sixth annual event 
will take place over the weekend of 28-29 July 
2018. As with many of the popular events at 
weekends in central London, the cycle ride 
inevitably causes a degree of disruption for local 
residents and for those attempting to get to church.   
Members of the congregation are advised to 
consult the website  
(www.prudentialridelondon.co.uk) for full details – 
and, ideally, to travel by public transport next 
Sunday. 

 

 
 
 
Parish Garden Party  
 

 
 
Please save the date for our early Autumn Garden 
Party on Thursday 6th September from 6:30pm in 
the Vicarage Garden.  Invitations are printed and 
are available for distribution. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to extend hospitality to those in 
the wider community who may be on the fringes of 
the church and its life: please feel free to invite 
guests and any in particular you suspect might 
enjoy the life and ethos of St Paul’s Knightsbridge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who’s who this Sunday 
 

At 09:00 (Family Mass) 
Celebrant & Preacher: The 
Venerable Nick Mercer 
At 11:00 (High Mass) 
Celebrant: The Very Rev’d 
Victor Stock 
Deacon & Preacher: The 
Venerable Nick Mercer 
Subdeacon:  Roland Brunner 
Reader: Michael Scott 
Intercessor: Tim Pontius 
 

Forthcoming Parish Trips and 
Visits 
 
Introducing Darwin: a 
theological tea party with Dr 
Christopher Stephens in the 
Vicarage, 32 Wilton Place  
Saturday 8th September  
from 3:30pm  
 

 
 
This teatime seminar will 
introduce the life of Charles 
Darwin and will assess the 
impact some his scientific  
thinking on 19th century 
religious thought  

 
Charles Darwin’s home at 
Down House Church in Kent,  
Saturday 22nd September 
from 09:00 – 18:00 
 

 
 
Down House is the former 
home of English naturalist 
Charles Darwin and his family. 
It was in this house and 
garden that Darwin worked 
on his theories of evolution 
by natural selection which he 
had conceived in London 
before moving to Kent.  
 
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH THE 

PARISH WEBSITE 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 

INFORMATION: 

www.spkb.org 

AND REGISTER FOR OUR WEEKLY 

EMAIL 

 
 
 
 

Mary’s Hand: London 
Performances on 1st & 2nd 
August 2018 
 
 
 

 

  
 
Maligned in popular memory as 
'Bloody Mary', it's a little-known  
fact that Mary loved games of 
chance. For Mary's Hand to begin  
the audience must choose a card. 
The choice of that and subsequent  
cards determines the order in which 
she will sing her story and reflect 
upon the influences and events of 
her life. With words by Di Sherlock 
and music by Martin Bussey, Mary's 
Hand is performed by solo mezzo-
soprano Clare McCaldin and is 
scored for cello, trumpet and oboe 
doubling cor anglais. Mary's Hand is 
70 mins long. 
 
A McCaldin Arts production, Mary's 
Hand is performed at Holy Cross 
Church, Cromer St., in London's 
Kings Cross on I & 2 August as part 
of the 2018 Tete a Tete Opera 
Festival.  
 
Tickets from £5 via tete-a-
tete.org.uk  #MarysHand or 
#TaTFest18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For your prayers 
 


