
was something fresh, authentic, 
challenging and engaging.  Preachers 
across the land, versed in the more 
restrained English school of sermon-
giving, sat up and took note.  

Sermons – hopefully – are not 
opportunities to count the number of 
panes in the stained glass window or 
discretely to write that ‘to do’ list for 
the week ahead. Preachers sweat blood 
over them in an attempt to engage, 
challenge and communicate the gospel 
message. Each does so with integrity – 
no one ever wants to preach a bad 
sermon – and each does so in a 
particular style that is their own, 
formed by a lifetime of trying to 
communicate the good news. His, or 
hers,  may not be your preferred style, 
and of course you may like to listen to 
one preacher rather than another, but 
part of our calling is to engage with one 
another and to listen without prejudice 
– and to be prepared to notice what we 
notice and to ponder this in our hearts 
as we pray. God might just be speaking 
to us – and never more so than when 
we are discomfited.  Just because we 
prefer one style to another, or are used 
to one way of doing things, doesn’t 
mean that we should switch off – or 
worse, stay at home. And it is possible 
to engage afterwards too: we don’t 
have dialogue sermons here and happily 
very little heckling, but most preachers 
long to engage the subject they’ve tried 
to explore and expound – and will gladly 
do so over a glass of wine afterwards or 
at any time. 

Bishop Curry is speaking at Southwark 
Cathedral at 7pm on Monday 29th 
October at a book launch event; his new 
book ‘The Power of Love’ explores the 
theme of his Royal Wedding sermon 
and you can buy a copy before or after.  
Tickets are £10 each and can be bought 
online at the Southwark Cathedral 
website. I’d recommend you get there 
early as there is likely to be a crush. 

Oh, and you do know – don’t you – that 
all the Sunday sermons and occasional 
other sermons from St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge are recorded and are 
available to be listened to again on our 
own website (www.spkb.org)? 

Fr Alan Gyle 

 

 

     

SERMONS 

  

At the last Royal wedding but one in St 
George’s Chapel Windsor, the preacher 
you may remember made quite an 
impact. Bishop Michael Curry, the first 
black presiding bishop of the Episcopal 
Church of the USA, preached a blinder 
of a sermon in a style to which those 
gathered in the Chapel were 
unaccustomed. It was fiery. It was very 
long. And it drew on the charismatic 
gospel style of Southern preaching from 
the USA. Those in the chapel were left, 
variously, challenged, aghast or 
amused. The papers made much of the 
expressions on royal faces in the next 
day’s analysis of the previous day’s 
events.  

 

Only The Queen and my dear friend the 
Dean, David Conner – his face in profile 
in camera shot just behind the preacher 
throughout the sermon – managed to 
maintain entirely neutral expressions, 
betraying nothing of what they were 
really experiencing. The others gave us 
the perfect picture for a caption 
competition and reminded us why, 
sometimes, a broad brim on a hat can 
be a good thing! 

Astonishingly, whatever the discomfort 
in the Chapel, on television the sermon 
caught the attention of a vast number 
of people. Two billion people around 
the world heard him – and a vast 
number, especially of the young, 
responded with huge enthusiasm. Here 

Sunday 21st October 2018:  
TRINITY 21 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG) 
with the laying on of hands and 
anointing 
Preacher: The Venerable Nick 
Mercer 
 
Monday 22nd: Feria 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Tuesday 23rd: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Wednesday 24th: Feria  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Memorial Service for the late 
John Perris at 15:30 
Wednesday Evening Mass at 
19:00 (VS)  
 
Thursday 25th: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (AG) 
 
Friday 26th: Alfred, king, scholar  
Low Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Order of St Lazarus vigil at 18:30 
 
Saturday 27th: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
FANY Memorial Service at 11:00 
No Mass Today 
 
Sunday 28th October 2018: 
FEAST OF DEDICATION 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG)  
Preacher: Bishop Michael 
Colclough 
The baptism of Sage Stewart-
Short 
 
 

This week at St Paul’s: 
On Tuesday students from the 
Royal College of Music are 
recording in the church.  
On Thursday at 7pm, The Berlin 
Trio will give a fundraising 
concert in aid of St Paul’s and 
King Edward VII Hospital.  
On Friday the BBC Singers will 
be recording in the church 
during the day, and the Order of 
St Lazarus will hold their Autumn 
Investiture Vigil in church at 
6:30pm.  
On Saturday at 11AM the FANY 
Memorial Service will take place 
in church, there will be a Jumble 
Sale in the Hall during the 
morning and at 2pm we will hold 
the next in our series of ‘Come 
and Sing’ events. 

DA I LY  S E R V I C E S  
T H I S  W E E K :  
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

  
(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer; Fr Bill Scott 
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden & Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena 
Butt (Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie 
Thornton (Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull 
(Wednesday evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr (sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos (michael.pap514@gmail.com)  
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 

 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
(l-r)  The Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); Head of 
Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org) Adam Modzelewski: Caretaker  

 

  

 

 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
Reader: Aidan Linton-Smith 
Server: Robert Thomas  
 
The Solemn Mass at 11:00 
Celebrant: Fr Alan Gyle 
Deacon & Preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
Subdeacon: Tim Pontius 
Reader: Anna Keighley 
Intercessor: Molly Bartle 
Hospitality: Anthony Vernon 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; 
Lorna Gradden and Rob Clouston, our 
Churchwardens; for our staff team; our 
Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints 
Church, Nhamavilah in Mozambique 
 

We pray for those who lead the church that 
they may do so with integrity, and we pray 
for the constant renewal of the church.  
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Hope Bennett; Raymond Willetts; Mylène 
Leenhardt; Maya Habboush; Alan 
Bennyworth; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Joanna Panasiuk; Nicky Lindsay; Penny 
Higgs; Fr Bill Scott; Alastair Sword; Benjamin 
Sword; Martin Pritchard; Derrick Adlington. 
 

All the recently departed 
John King; baby Willow Campbell-Collins. 
 

And we pray for those whose year’s mind 
falls during the month of October:  
Arnold Sunderland 4th  
Nora Caulfield-Stoker 6th   
Thomas Welsh Jr 6th  
Sheila Hanwell 7th  
Lena Chidi Sowole 7th  
Charles Black 9th  
Cecily Jackson 9th   
Kate Davis 12th  
Sean Edwards 15th   
Nancy Diamond 17th  
Patricia Clarke 17th  
Vick Higgs 18th  
Mac Showers 19th   
Kay Bonham-Carter 20th   
Robert Dean 21st  
Rose Emily Welsh 22nd  
Valerie Middleton 24th  
Nadine Killearn 24th 
Esme MacDonald 25th 
Sarah Hoexter 25th   
Harold Loasby 27th  
Patrick Hackett 30th  
Rose Macaulay 30th  
 
 
 

THIS WEEK! 
The Berlin Trio Concert 
Thursday 25th October at 7pm 

A glorious evening of music by 
Schumann, Chopin, Debussy, Enescu 
and Malcolm Arnold played by 
Margaret Bruce, Rita D’Arcangelo 
and Dearbhla Nolan – to raise funds 
for the King Edward VII Hospital and 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge. Tickets: 
www.spkb.org/berlintrio. 

Come and sing! 
Saturday 27th October at 2pm 

Your chance to join soloists from our 
choir under the eager direction of 
Michael Papadopoulos with 
Benjamin Newlove at the piano, to 
learn some new repertoire and to 
give a performance at 4:15pm. £10 
for participants: audience free! And 
then to the pub afterwards! Sign up 
on the parish website www.spkb.org 
 

 
 
The Autumn Jumble Sale 
Saturday 27th October at 10am 
The time of the Autumn Jumble Sale 
is upon us – so it is time to clear out 
those shelves, cupboards and 
wardrobes! Contributions (clothes, 
bric-a-brac, books) may be delivered 
to the parish office during the week 
or collected by arrangement with Niki 
(0207 602 4599) or Jackie (0781577 
8383) any time. Anyone who'd like to 
help selling jumble should also let 
them know. 
 
Sunday Recital Series 
Sunday 4th November at 2pm 

Join us after the Parish 
Lunch on 4th 
November for what 
promises to be a 
stunning piano recital 
by Danilo Mascetti, 
Bechstein Scholar at 
the Royal College of 
Music, who will play 
works by Beethoven 
and Schubert.  
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