
In the theology of Church, a Requiem is 
a mass for them, and not for us. At the 
altar we plead the sacrifice of Christ and 
ask that through our offering of this 
mass, Christ’s sacrifice may avail for 
those we have lost. It is, as one priest 
on our team used to say, the most 
entirely and wholly selfless thing we can 
do. Properly understood, it isn’t about 
us at all. 

Two thoughts flow from this. The first is 
that if this understanding is correct (and 
it is our tradition’s position on the 
matter), then this elevates the 
invitation to come on All Souls’ Day 
from something that is ‘nice to do,’ to 
something that is a duty and obligation. 
In the face of death we know ourselves 
to be powerless; but there is something 
– one thing – we can and must do. And 
this Friday is that opportunity. 

The second is to note that while the 
over-thinking of the theology of the 
sacrifice of the mass in relation to the 
departed is one of the historic flash-
points in Christian history – and down 
through the Christian centuries many 
angry words have been exchanged and 
much blood has been shed over 
Christian understanding of the place of 
the departed in the Church’s public 
prayer and moreso in the celebrating of 
the Eucharist for them – the 
contemporary Anglican position (as now 
reflected in the Common Prayer books 
of many Provinces)  has settled on 
embracing the more traditional Catholic 
theology described above.  There will be 
few Anglican churches in which All Souls 
will not be observed – even if some see 
it merely as an opportunity for a ‘nice 
memorial service’.  

As so often, an Anglican Collect says all 
of this more eloquently and concisely 
than my rambling words can:  

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living 
God, we pray thee to set thy passion, 
cross, and death, between thy judgment 
and our souls, now and in the hour of 
our death.  Give mercy and grace to the 
living, pardon and rest to the dead, to 
thy holy Church peace and concord, and 
to us sinners everlasting life and glory; 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
livest and reignest, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

Fr Alan Gyle 

 

     

Wholly selfless 

This coming Friday, 2nd November, is All 
Souls’ Day. As in most churches of our 
tradition, All Soul’s Day is marked by a 
Solemn Requiem which for us takes 
place at 7pm in the Evening.  The choir 
will sing Maurice Duruflé’s sublime 
setting of the mass and in the course of 
the mass the list of names for whom 
the mass is offered is read aloud. There 
is a sheet available at the back of 
church to which names of your beloved 
dead may be added – and for any 
reading this electronically rather than in 
person, names may also be sent by 
email to info@spkb.org  We will be 
pleased and honoured to pray for your 
departed loved-ones: so please don’t 
hesitate to be in touch, and to come 
along. 

 

 

We tend to think of All Souls’ Day as a 
day on which we remember. And of 
course we do. How could we not.  The  
writing down and mentioning of names, 
the act of coming to church in the 
darkness of a late-Autumn evening and, 
amidst the twinkling of unbleached 
candles, hearing the soaring texts of the 
propers of the Requiem Mass about 
death and judgement, loss and 
consolation evokes in us memories of 
those we love but see no longer.  We 
will remember them. 

But to think of a Requiem Mass as a 
chance for us to remember is 
fundamentally to miss its point – and is 
to do what we always seem to do in 
life, namely to make it ‘all about us!’  
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DEDICATION FESTIVAL 

Sunday 28th October 2018: 
FEAST OF DEDICATION 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG)  
Preacher: Bishop Michael 
Colclough 
The baptism of Sage Stewart-
Short 
 
Monday 29th: SS. Simon & Jude 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (+MC) 
 
Tuesday 30th: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Wednesday 31st: Martin Luther  
Wednesday Evening Mass at 
19:00 (NM)  
 
Thursday 1st November: All 
Saints Day 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Friday 2nd: All Souls Day  
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
SOLEMN REQUIEM at 19:00 
(+MC) 
 
Saturday 3rd: William Hooker 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at noon (AG) 
 
Sunday 4th November 2018: 
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
(+MC) Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
 
 
 
 

This week at St Paul’s: 
On Monday the Foundation 
Trustees meet.  
On Tuesday students from the 
Royal College of Music are 
recording in the church. 
Fourcom are using the Hall for a 
public consultation, p.m. The 
Vicar (as Chaplain RTYC) attends 
the annual Laying Up Dinner.  
On Wednesday evening 12-step 
groups are using the hall.  
On Friday FourCom will be using 
the Hall for a public 
consultation, p.m.  
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

  
(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer;  
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden & Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena 
Butt (Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie 
Thornton (Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull 
(Wednesday evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr (sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos (michael.pap514@gmail.com)  
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 

 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
(l-r)  The Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); Head of 
Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org) Adam Modzelewski: Caretaker  

 

  

 

 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Reader: Virginia Craven 
Server: Tim Pontius 
 
The Solemn Mass at 11:00 
Celebrant: Fr Alan Gyle 
Deacon: Fr Victor Stock 
Preacher: Bishop Michael Colclough 
Subdeacon: Phil Davies 
Reader: Lorna Gradden 
Intercessor: Christopher Stephens 
Hospitality: Michael & Veronica Scott 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; 
Lorna Gradden and Rob Clouston, our 
Churchwardens; for our staff team; our 
Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints 
Church, Nhamavilah in Mozambique 
 

We pray for those who lead the church that 
they may do so with integrity, and we pray 
for the constant renewal of the church.  
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Hope Bennett; Raymond Willetts; Mylène 
Leenhardt; Maya Habboush; Alan 
Bennyworth; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Joanna Panasiuk; Nicky Lindsay; Penny 
Higgs; Fr Bill Scott; Alastair Sword; Benjamin 
Sword; Martin Pritchard; Derrick Adlington. 
 

All the recently departed 
Chester Dickerson 
 

And we pray for those whose year’s mind 
falls during the month of October:  
Patrick Hackett 30th  
Rose Macaulay 30th  
And in November:  
Gordon Fenwick 2nd  
Nora Powell 2nd  
Felicity Millais 3rd  
Sally Windham 5th  
Charlie Green 6th  
Kerry St Johnston 6th  
Guna Marita Ligere 14th  
Hamish Nicholson 15th  
Terry H Stanford 16th  
Alfred Sydney Frederick Maitland, priest 
27th   
David Vick 28th 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 

Thanks to all those who supported the Berlin Trio concert on Thursday evening.  
Thanks too to those who made a success of Saturday’s Jumble Sale which raised 
£1107.22 

THIS WEEK 
 

All Souls Requiem 
Friday 2nd November at 7pm 
See overleaf. You are invited to join us for the annual Solemn Requiem for 
the Departed at 7pm on Friday 2nd November. The choir will sing Duruflé’s 
Requiem. Names, please, to be added to the sheet at the back of church. 
 
Parish Lunch next Sunday 
Sunday 4th November at 1pm 
Each month, on the first Sunday, we sit down together for a simple parish 
lunch cooked by volunteers. There is the opportunity to make a small 
donation to offset the cost of lunch. Please add names to the Blue Book at 
the back of church if you plan to attend. 
 
Sunday Recital Series 
Sunday 4th November at 2pm 

Join us after the Parish Lunch on 4th November for what 
promises to be a stunning piano recital by Danilo Mascetti, 
Bechstein Scholar at the Royal College of Music, who will 
play works by Beethoven and Schubert.  
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