
         

HOPE  

 

Allegorical personification of Hope: Hope in a Prison of 
Despair, 1887, by Evelyn De Morgan 

In 1919, W.B. Yeats penned a 
remarkable poem, The Second Coming. 
He wrote it in the wake of the Great 
War and just after the Easter Uprising in 
Ireland. Grim days lay behind. And 
ahead. Few, I suspect, could recite the 
poem from beginning to end from 
memory – partly because its dark, 
brooding and bleak lines are not the 
sort of thing we give to our children at 
school to learn. If there were a parallel 
organization to the British Board for 
Film Classification for poetry, this would 
be a poem with an 18 certificate! But 
the fact that most of us couldn’t recite it 
doesn’t mean that phrases from it 
aren’t familiar to us. Indeed, The Second 
Coming was described by a writer in the 
Parish Review recently as probably ‘the 
most thoroughly pillaged piece of 
literature in English.’  Turning and 
turning in the widening gyre /The falcon 
cannot hear the falconer; / Things fall 
apart; the centre cannot hold; …  
Recognise it? Its imagery is interwoven 
with apocalyptic themes familiar to us 
in our liturgy in these days of Advent. 

Social trend analysts Factiva recently 
noted a huge upsurge in references to 
the poem in popular culture. In the first 
seven months of 2016, lines from the 
poem were quoted more often than in 
any of the preceding 30 years. Partly 
this has to do with the idea of cultural 
‘memes’ and the ubiquity of imitation in 
popular culture – but it also has a lot to 
do with the mood of the moment. 
Against the background of the Brexit 
debate, massed migration from war-
torn countries, a resurgence of far-right 
politics and echoes of xenophobia in 
previously stable countries, it does feel 
like we are in a period of tumultuous 
change. Out there in the world of 
politics and international relations it 
now feels reasonable to ask whether 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sunday 16th December:  
The Third Sunday of Advent 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (+M) 
Preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
 
Monday 17th: Feria of Advent 
No services today 
 
Tuesday 18th: Feria of Advent 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Wednesday 19th: Ember Day 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at Noon (NM) 
 
Thursday 20th: Lucy 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Friday 21st: John of the Cross 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Saturday 22nd: Ember Day 
Morning Prayer at 09:00  
Low Mass at noon (VS) 
 
Sunday 23rd December:  
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
 
 

This week at St Paul’s: 
 
A quieter week this week! We 
will host a carol service for 
Breast Cancer Care on Monday 
evening and our own traditional 
parish carol service will be on 
Tuesday evening.  
 
Christmas hours 
The parish office will be closed 
from the afternoon of Thursday 
20th December until Thursday 3rd 
January to allow the office team 
to take holiday. Phone calls to 
our main telephone number – 
020 7201 9999 - will be 
answered during normal 
working hours, and urgent 
messages passed on 
appropriately.  

 
the centre can hold – or whether, on the 
contrary, things are falling apart.  

This external confusion and turmoil finds 
an echo inside us. The crisis of the day is 
not merely a political one – it is a spiritual 
one too. I know from conversations over 
recent weeks that many of us are aware 
of anxiety rising as a tide from deep 
within ourselves. It is not just retail 
pundits observing high street spending in 
these pre-Christmas days who notice the 
correlation between this sense of anxiety 
and our behaviour; the more self-aware 
of us are keenly aware of the way events 
‘out there’ find an echo in the way we 
first feel and then behave. Anxiety shuts 
us down and makes us less fully human. 

If the crisis is a spiritual one, what is the 
remedy? What work can we as people of 
faith do to counter the malign impact of 
external events in our lives?  

Well, we can pray: but pray for what? For 
an end to the external cycle of events and 
for stability between peoples and 
nations?  For holy wisdom to be the guide 
for those who lead in public life and 
whose words and actions affect the lives 
of many? All of these are natural things to 
pray for – and none of them bad for that 
reason. But these merely address external 
events and not our internal spiritual life. 
What about our internalized anxiety? 

Beyond prayers for external stability, our 
deeper and more personal prayer needs 
to be for the restoration of our hope. Not 
hope in the sense of a vague desire that 
things will probably turn out right (which 
is what many, including Dickens’ Mr 
Mikawber, mean by hope), but rather for 
our realignment to the theological virtue 
of hope. Christianity understands the 
virtue of hope to be the gracious gift of 
God – and our willingness to embrace it 
(along with faith and love, the other two 
theological virtues) is the measure of the 
health of our relationship with him and 
our ultimate wellbeing. Hope alone roots 
and grounds us in eternity and not in the 
ephemeral – and true hope in God alone 
can overcome the very real anxiety that 
so often grips us.  

Renewing this sense of hope and ensuring 
that whatever else occupies us, nothing 
does so more than our reliance on God, is 
what these holy days of Advent are all 
about.     

               Fr Alan Gyle 
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

  
(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer. 
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden & Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena 
Butt (Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie 
Thornton (Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull 
(Wednesday evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr (sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos (michael.pap514@gmail.com)  
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 

 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
(l-r)  The Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); Head of 
Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org): Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 

 

  

 

 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
Reader: Ralph Rolls 
Server:  Phil Davies 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant: Bishop Michael Colclough 
Deacon & preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
Subdeacon: Tim Pontius 
Reader: Veronica Scott 
Hospitality: Louise Nixon 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; 
Lorna Gradden and Rob Clouston, our 
Churchwardens; for our staff team; our 
Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints 
Church, Nhamavilah in Mozambique 
 

We pray for those who lead the church that 
they may do so with integrity, and we pray 
for the constant renewal of the church.  
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Raymond Willetts; Maya Habboush; Sall 
Allen; David Eckland; Joanna Panasiuk; 
Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs; Alastair Sword; 
Benjamin Sword, Amanda Orlebar. 
 

All the recently departed 
Elizabeth Anne McManus, Peter Boizot, 
Mersedeh Khayami.  
 

And we pray for those whose year’s mind 
falls during the month of December:  
Jean Steers 
Peter Buckley 2nd 
Millicent Worrall 2nd 
Margaret Moore 2nd 
Colin Tytherleigh 10th 
Letitia McMullan 12th 
Francis Leith Boyd, priest 13th 
William King 13th 
Maud King 14th 
Jimmy Newton 15th 
Eric Day 15th 
James Elstub 20th 
Patricia Engel 24th 
Joan Easton 25th 
Stanley Llewellyn 26th 
Robert Magee 28th 
Elspeth Loasby 28th 
James Oliver 29th 
Huw Griffith 30th 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 

The Parish Carol Service  
Tuesday 18th December at 
19:00 in association with 

 
 
Join us for the traditional service of 
nine lessons and carols for 
congregation and choir with the 
choir of St Paul’s. Free entry - come 
along and bring your friends! 
Refreshments at the end courtesy of 
The Hari Hotel. 
 
 
Christmas Service Times  
Christmas Eve  Christmas Day 
Monday 24th December  Tuesday 25th December 
5pm: Children’s Crib Service  9am: Family Mass – Fr Alan Gyle 
11pm: Midnight Mass of Christmas 11am: Solemn High Mass 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle Preacher: Bishop Michael Colclough 
Missa Brevis in D K194 – Mozart Missa Sancti Joannis de Deo – Haydn 
Sans Day Carol – Rutter Hodie – Sweelinck 
Hush my dear – Gabriel Jackson Resonemus Laudibus – arr. Willcocks 
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