
         

“Mony a mickle maks a muckle” 
There is an old lowlands Scottish 
phrase, dating back at least to the 
seventeenth century, that most Scottish 
children have drummed into them in 
early years: ‘Mony a mickle maks a 
muckle’ (‘many little things can [easily] 
add up to a lot.’) 
 
I suspect that the phrase had its origins 
in a more austere age and in a northern 
climate in which scarcity was often a 
reality and in which waste was frowned 
upon – that culture that has bred into 
Scottish people a ‘cannyness’ that is 
often confused with meanness or 
parsimony!  But even in an age of plenty 
it makes sense.  An English equivalent is 
the phrase beloved of Victorian 
moralists: ‘take care of the pennies and 
the pounds will take care of 
themselves.’  
 
Two short reflections follow from this – 
the first very practical, the second 
slightly more spiritual! 
 

 
The first relates to – of all things – 
Amazon Smile. If you are one of the 
rapidly increasing number of people 
who orders online instead of wasting 
time going from shop to shop, and if 
you rely increasingly on Amazon to 
provide that service for you, you can 
subscribe for free to Amazon Smile.  
When you do so, Amazon will give the 
princely sum of 0.5% of the cost of 
qualifying purchases to the charity of 
your choice.  That charity, we 
discovered this week, could be The 
Ecclesiastical Parish of St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge! So your shopping online 
could benefit our work.  
 
To make this magic happen, simply 
search online for ‘Amazon Smile’ or go 
to http://smile.amazon.co.uk and click 
on the yellow ‘supporting’ tab. If you 
then search for St Paul’s Knightsbridge 
you can select us as your designated 
charity. Simple!  
 
And if you are thinking ‘only 0.5%??!’ 
and that it won’t make much of a 
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THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

Sunday 13th January:   
Baptism of Christ – Epiphany 2 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Sung Eucharist at 11:00 (NM) 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Monday 14th: Feria of Epiphany 
Low Mass at 18:00 (AG) 
 
Tuesday 15th: Feria of Epiphany 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Wednesday 16th: Feria of 
Epiphany 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 19:00 (NM) 
 
Thursday 17th: Antony of Egypt 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (NM) 
 
Friday 18th: Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at 18:00 (AG) 
 
Saturday 19th: Wulfstan 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at Noon (AG) 
 
Sunday 20th January:   
The Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Family Mass at 09:00 (NM) 
Sung Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher: Fr Nick Mercer 
 
Mary’s Hand! 
Tuesday 19th February at 
7:30pm 
Clare McCaldin, a long-standing 
member of St Paul’s Choir, is also 
an established producer of new 
work. Her latest 5-star success is 
Mary’s Hand, a solo opera about 
Queen (Bloody) Mary, which was 
described by The Independent as 
“a modest gem of a show”. Clare 
will be performing Mary’s Hand 
at St Paul’s on Tuesday 19th 
February at 7.30pm and tickets 
can be booked at 
http://mccaldinarts.com/Marys
Hand or bought on the door. 
Flyers with more information are 
at the back of the church. 

 
 

difference, then remember: mony a 
mickle maks a muckle!  
 
Secondly – and probably much more 
importantly – there is the whole issue of 
the spirituality of scarcity and plenty.  In 
tough times (and who is to say these 
aren’t increasingly tough times?), the 
mind’s instinct is to focus on small and 
bitty ‘mickle’ things and to become 
fixated on scarcity. When we do so, we 
can become diminished in our perception 
of life. Fear and anxiety does that. It is 
important to recalibrate ourselves 
regularly and to raise our eyes from 
anxiety about ‘not having enough’ or ‘not 
having what we think we want’ to a place 
where we can notice what we do have, 
and life’s many blessings. From this more 
fertile place, thankfulness springs – and 
gratitude to God for the simple and yet 
massive blessings of life. We have so 
much to be thankful for. Let’s focus on it.  
 
Perhaps the best place – spiritually – to be 
is one in which we develop a sort of 
binocular vision: a view of things that 
notices the importance – cumulatively 
and individually – of small things 
(gestures, blessings, opportunities, even 
0.5% here and there!) and the 
background picture of astonishing fulness 
(freedom, opportunity, relative wealth) 
we enjoy. To have this dual vision of life is 
to be richly blessed indeed. 

Fr Alan Gyle 
 

After hours at the V&A 

Join me for a privileged after-hours visit to 
the Sacred Silver and Stained Glass 
section of the V&A in South Kensington 
on Friday 8th February at 6:30pm. Our 
guides will be Terry Bloxham (the V&A’s 
head of Stained Glass and Ceramics) and 
her colleague Rebecca Luffman.  This visit 
launches a year of study which will 
include visits to York Minster, Chartres in 
France and Ingolstadt/Augsburg in 
Bavaria. If you are interested in coming to 
this or any other of the trips, please email 
felicity@spkb.org  for more details.  
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

  
(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer. 
A priest is available before or after the daily Eucharist for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden & Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena 
Butt (Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie 
Thornton (Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull 
(Wednesday evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr (sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos (michael.pap514@gmail.com)  
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 

 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
(l-r)  The Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); Head of 
Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org): Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 

 

  

 

 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Reader: Virginia Craven 
Server:  Phil Davies 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant: Fr Nick Mercer 
Deacon & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Subdeacon: James Wilcox 
Reader: Kimball Bailey 
Intercessor: Melissa Longley 
Hospitality: Jeremy Orlebar 
 

For your prayers 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden 
and Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens; for 
our staff team; our Sister and Partner 
Parishes, St Paul’s K-Street in Washington 
DC and All Saints, Nhamavilah,Mozambique. 
 

We pray for those who lead the church that 
they may do so with integrity, and we pray 
for the constant renewal of the church.  
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Keith Butt; Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; 
David Eckland; Joanna Panasiuk; Nicky 
Lindsay; Penny Higgs; Alastair Sword; 
Benjamin Sword; Amanda Orlebar; Patricia 
Dopheide. 
 

All the recently departed 
Mylène Leenhardt. 
 

And we pray for those whose year’s mind 
falls during the month of January: 
Theodore Gulliford 
Derek Howard Budd 
Max Salmon 
Guy Shea, priest 1st 
Frank Dawson 1st 
Valerie Maurice 5th 
Irene Dawson 8th 
Isabel Llewellyn 8th 
Julia Candlish 8th 
Kurt Hoexter 11th 
Dick Bilborough 11th 
Christopher Courtauld, priest 11th 
James Longcroft 13th 
Marjorie Garrett 13th 
Shauna Gosling 14th 
Arthur Stuart Duncan-Jones, priest 19th 
Donald Bertram Harris, priest 20th 
Stan Sherrington 20th 
Richard Thornton 21st 
Thomas Robinson 22nd 
Elisabeth Moorwood 23rd 
Henry Worsley 24th 
William T. S. Digby-Seymour 26th 
Eileen Gosse 30th 
Frank Gosse 30th 
Kathleen Mary Cooke 31st 
 
 
  

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL 2019 
Join us for a series of events to 
celebrate the festival of the 
Conversion of St Paul, our patron: 
 
Choral Evensong 
Friday, 25th January at 7pm 
The Choir and musicians of St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge: 
O quam gloriosum – Victoria 
Canticles in C – Stanford 
I waited for the Lord - Mendelssohn 

Followed by drinks. 
 
Come & Sing! 
Saturday, 26th January at 2pm 
Your chance to sing with soloists 
from our Choir under the direction of 
Michael Papadopoulos, to learn 
some new repertoire and to give a 
performance at 4:15pm. £10 for 
participants, audience free! And then 
to the pub! Sign up on the parish 
website, www.spkb.org. 

 

 

Festal Orchestral Mass 
Sunday, 27th January at 11am 
The Choir of St Paul’s Knightsbridge 
with Royal College of Music 
ensemble: 
Spatzenmesse – Mozart 
How lovely are the messengers –
Mendelssohn 
The Guiding Light – Findlay Spence 
Preacher: The Vicar 

Followed by drinks & canapés –  
do join us! 
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