
 

 

          

URGENCY & IMPORTANCE 

 
 
Fr Martin Magill won widespread praise 
(and a standing ovation) for his words 
at Lyra McKee’s funeral in Belfast on 
Wednesday.  The service brought 
together bitter political rivals both on 
Good Friday, the day after the shooting, 
and again at the funeral service. “I 
commend our political leaders for 
standing together in Creggan on Good 
Friday,” he said. “I am, however, left 
with a question: Why in God’s name 
does it take the death of a 29-year-old 
woman, with her whole life in front of 
her, to get us to this point?”  
 

The reinstatement of talks between 
parties in Stormont will, we hope, 
follow quickly, and a cooperative 
governmental process be restarted. 
Some good can come out of terrible 
evil. We pray, as ever, for peace – and 
for Lyra’s partner, family and loved 
ones. 
 

Why does  it so often take a crisis to 
push us into action? The answer is that 
a crisis creates a sense of ‘urgency’ – 
and urgency usually issues in action.   
 

The creation of urgency is all around us. 
Teams of psychologists spend huge 
amounts of time and money exploring 
ways to create in us a sense of urgency 
to make us act in the ways they want us 
to – whether in political processes or, 
more often, in retail scenarios. That 
count-down clock on the website, the 
suggestion of scarcity (either that the 
commodity in question is rare or is 
selling out quickly), the promise of 
reward if we will buy now – all of these 
are subtle tricks that increase urgency 
in us. The urgency felt in Ireland – one 
might cynically observe – perhaps has 
less to do with the desirability of peace 
in the minds of the politicians (who 
were so much slower to rise and to join 
in Fr Magill’s standing ovation than 
were the public) than it has to do with a 
sense that politicians are losing their 
mandate and public support. If a public 
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DA I LY  S E R V I C E S  

Sunday 28th  : Second Sunday of 
Easter - Low Sunday 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Sung Eucharist with sacrament 
of Baptism at 11:00 (AG)  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Cantor: Claire Eadington 
 
Monday 29th: George 

Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Tuesday 30th: Mark 

Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Wednesday 1st May :  
Philip & James 

Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Wednesday Evening Service at 
19:00 (+MC) 
 
Thursday 2nd : Athanasius 

Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Friday 3rd : Feria 

Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Saturday 4th :  
English saints and martyrs 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Mass at noon 
 
Sunday 5th  :  
Third  Sunday of Easter 
Family Mass at 09:00 (VS) 
Sung Eucharist with sacrament 
of Baptism at 11:00 (+MC)  
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
 

 
YOU CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
I would be glad to hear of any 
who would like to help collect 
for Christian Aid in the week of 
the 12-18 May – and of anyone 
who might consider being a 
parish co-ordinator for the 
charity.            Fr Alan Gyle 

 

The Weekly Sheet 
Sunday 28th  April 2019 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

groundswell shames and frightens 
politicians into action, that will do! Any 
road to peace is a road worth travelling, 
and perhaps we might applaud even 
shaming if it creates the necessary 
urgency to restart a stalled political 
process. 
 

There is, though, a difference between 
forced ‘urgency’ and ‘importance.’ The 
former may be whipped up using any 
number of different means, whereas 
importance is rooted in values. If 
something is important to us it is 
because it is of significance.  
 

We spend a lot of our lives responding 
to the urgent, don’t we? Things ‘run at 
us’ and force themselves to the top of 
our to-do lists. And there is no end of 
the whipping up of a sense of urgency 
by people round us. In truth, it is 
possible to be so caught up in attending 
to the urgent, that we have little spare 
time.  A life well lived, though, is a life 
that attends to the ‘important’ and not 
just to the ‘urgent.’  Important things 
are things like decency, living with 
integrity, truth-telling, kindness, 
listening, generosity of spirit – and the 
pursuit of peace. These are the things of 
God’s Kingdom – and in a world of 
urgent demands it is too easy to be 
distracted from them.          Fr Alan Gyle 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Tom and Lucy Weitz, married 
yesterday afternoon.  

http://www.spkb.org/


 

 

WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena Butt 
(Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie Thornton 
(Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull (Wednesday 
evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

  

 
  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 
ATELIER QUARTET RECITAL 
Saturday 4th May at 5:00pm 
Join us for a late 
afternoon recital given 
by the Atelier Quartet 
(including our own 
Findlay Spence!) who 
will play Haydn Op.20 
no.2 in C major and 
Brahms Op.51 no.2 in 
A major quartets.  
 

PARISH LUNCH & PIANO RECITAL 
Sunday 5th May at 12:45pm 
Join us after the 11AM 
Mass on Sunday, 5th 
May for Parish Lunch, 
followed at 2pm by a 
piano recital given by 
Danbi Heo from the 
Royal College of Music 
who will play works by 
Beethoven and 
Schumann.  

 
FILM & PIZZA NIGHT 
Sunday 12th May at 7:00pm 
Ahead of our trip to Chartres, join us in 
the Parish Hall to watch a documentary 
introducing the major restoration of 
Chartres Cathedral. Tickets including pizza 
and wine: £12. Sign up at www.spkb.org 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Server:  Robert Thomas 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Reader: Gulliver Ralston 
Intercessions: Robert Thomas 
Hospitality: Jeremy Orlebar 
 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden 
and Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens; for 
our staff team; our Sister and Partner 
Parishes, St Paul’s K-Street in Washington 
DC and All Saints, Nhamavilah, 
Mozambique. 
 

We pray for those who lead the church that 
they may do so with integrity, and we pray 
for the constant renewal of the church.  
 

 
Among the sick and those in need: 
Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs;  
Amanda Orlebar; Tessa Murphy;  
Reg Francis; Philippe Romano;  
Ronald Bartle. 
 

 
All the recently departed: 
Keith Butt; Armel Cates. 

 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls at this time: 
 
April: 
Walter Clarke 24th 
Alethea Lyall 28th 
Valery Tweddle 29th 
Sam Bartosik 30th 
 
May: 
Michael Taylor 2nd  
Timothy Green 2nd 
Michael Barney, priest 5th 
Meriel St Clair Green 7th 
Helen Newton 14th 
Sophie Hodgson 15th 
Cecilia Lawson 17th 
Eileen Goode 18th 
Sally Windham 20th 
Eric Knighley Chetwode Hamilton 21st 
Gerard Doyle 22nd 
Dudley Middleton 23rd  
Herbert Robinson 24th 
Robin Hodgson 30th 
Dyan Elizabeth Wade 31st  

 
SONGHAVEN 
Saturday 18th May at 3:00pm 

A 45 minute dementia-
friendly music concert 
followed by afternoon 
tea. Clare McCaldin and 
Eleanor Ross, both from 
our Choir, accompanied 
by Adam Mathias in 
singing favourite 
melodies from the 
operatic stage, classic 
musicals, and well-
loved songs from the 
past. Tickets are free, 
but should be reserved 
by visiting 
www.spkb.org or calling 
the parish office. All 
welcome! 
  

ASCENSION DAY MASS & PARTY 
Thursday 30th May at 7:00pm 
 
All are warmly invited 
to the Solemn High 
Mass on Ascension Day 
followed by drinks and 
canapés in the Vicarage. 
And bring your friends! 

Music by the Choir of St 
Paul’s: Mass in C – 
Schubert, God is gone 
up – Finzi, Coelos 
ascendit - Stanford 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael 
Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos 
(michael.pap514@gmail.com) 
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & 
Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield 
(felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies 
(phil@spkb.org); Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 
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