
 

 

          

THE LETTER KILLETH 
 

In 1630, Robert Barker – a London printer 
famed for his production in 1611 of  the 
Authorised Version of the Bible (we know it as 
the King James Version) – produced a new 
edition. The Bible was the same translation as 
the earlier edition, but of course in a pre-
digital age was an entirely new piece of 
typography. No ‘cut and paste’ then! 
 

 
Scandal erupted when it was noticed that, 
despite careful proof-reading, the text of the 
Ten Commandments in the Book of Exodus 
contained a significant error. The word ‘not’ 
had been omitted from the text. The Bible 
became known as ‘The Adulterers’ Bible’ or 
the ‘Wicked Bible’ and was pulped – although 
not before a number of copies passed into 
circulation. Robert Barker was summoned to 
the Star Chamber, fined £300 and had his 
licence revoked. One of the rare remaining 
copies was sold in London this past week. 
  

 
 
His is not the only typographical slip to have 
caused consternation in the history of Bible 
printing. In a 1795 edition of the Bible, the 
printer switched one letter ( a ‘k’ for an ‘f’)   in 
Mark 7:27 making “Let the children first be 
filled,” a command to commit infanticide! The 
so-called Cannibal’s Bible of 1682 altered 
Deuteronomy 24:3 (which is meant to read: 
“If the latter husband hate her”) by dropping 
the ‘h’ of ‘hate’!  
 
And – a Freudian slip if ever one existed – a 
1612 edition managed to juxtapose the words 
Printers and Princes: ‘Printers have 
persecuted me without a cause.’ (Psalm 119). 
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DA I LY  S E R V I C E S  

 
Sunday 19th :  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Family Mass at 09:00 (VS) 
Sung Eucharist at 11:00 (VS)  
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
 

MONDAY 20th to 
FRIDAY 24th MAY 

 
There will be no services at  

St Paul’s during this week as  
Fr Alan will be leading the 
Parish Retreat in Chartres.  

 
The church will be open daily 
for private prayer between 

10am and 4pm.  

 
Saturday 25th :  
The Venerable Bede 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at noon 
Wedding at 16:30 
 
Sunday 26th :  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (+MC)  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
___________________________ 

 

W E D D I N G  
Tessa Orlebar and Freddy Barker 
are to be married at  St Paul’s on 
Saturday, 25th May. 
___________________________ 

 

L I C E N S I N G  
Please pray for Roland Brunner 
as he prepares to be licensed as 
a Lay Minister in the Diocese of 
London on Thursday, 6th June.  
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
St Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians, 
says: “The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life.” This is not said as an encouragement to 
Bible proof-readers! It is meant to encourage his 
Christian readers to remember that a lapse into 
legalism can quickly crush the freedom and 
grace that lie at the heart of our life in Christ. St 
Paul was addressing himself to the Jewish Law 
(a campaign he continues in his letter to the 
Romans), but the point remains a live one for 
21st century Christians. We can sometimes read 
Scripture with a literalism that is profoundly 
unhelpful, and beyond this we are adept at 
creating rules and patterns, traditions and 
attendant divisions that are of human origin, 
and confusing these, in the life of the Church, 
with the will of God.  

The Spirit of God and the life of the Church 
heralds what in Romans St Paul calls ‘the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.’ Does 
your faith set you free? If not, what do you need 
to be doing differently?   

Fr Alan Gyle 

FR NICK MERCER 
 

After some 15 years with St Paul’s, Fr Nick is 
finally retiring (this time properly, from part-
time ministry too!).  Nick has spent much of the 
last year travelling – and intends to do much 
more in the coming months and years.  He has 
most recently returned from Australia and Bali, 
but he has been a tireless globe-trotter since he 
resigned his licence.  His presence in the 
community is already missed – and will be 
missed as he hangs up his cassock for the last 
time! Just before he whizzes off again – this time 
to Montreal, there will be a chance to express 
our thanks to him on Sunday 26th May after the 
masses on that day.  Donations towards a small 
gift should either be handed to the 
Churchwardens, sent to the parish office, or 
made online through the parish website (make 
a donation page).   

Fr Alan Gyle 
 

 MUSIC DINNER THANK YOU! 
A big ‘thank you’ to all who attended 
the hugely enjoyable and successful 
Music Dinner on Monday evening, 
raising £30,000 for our liturgical music. 
We are especially grateful to The 
Berkeley for hosting us so generously 
and to the musicians who gave of their 
time to entertain us!  

 

http://www.spkb.org/


 

 

WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Roland Brunner (Volunteering); Serena Butt 
(Incorporation) Margaret Gadow (Safeguarding); Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Susie Thornton 
(Communication & brand); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric & plate); Tom Tull (Wednesday 
evenings); Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Jeremy Orlebar (Building maintenance) 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

  

 
  

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 
ASCENSION DAY MASS & PARTY 
Thursday 30th May at 7:00pm 
All are warmly invited to 
the Solemn High Mass on 
Ascension Day followed 
by drinks and canapés in 
the Vicarage. Bring your 
friends!  

Music by the St Paul’s 
Choir: 
Mass in C – Schubert,  
God is gone up – Finzi, 
Coelos ascendit – Stanford 

PARISH LUNCH & RECITAL 
Sunday 2nd June 
Join us after the 11AM 
Mass on Sunday, 2nd June, 
for Parish Lunch followed 
at 2pm by a recital given 
by Sam Jenkins from the 
St Paul’s Choir.  
 
PENTECOST: CONFIRMATION & 
FAMILY BRUNCH 
Sunday 9th June at 9AM 
Bishop Michael will preside at Mass with 
Confirmation at 9AM on the Feast of 
Pentecost - 9th June -  followed by a 
Family Brunch. Brunch free of charge to 
regular members of the 9AM 
congregation and their guests. £5 for 
other guests who may sign-up at 
www.spkb.org/brunch 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Server:  Robert Thomas 
Reader: Margaret Gadow 
 
The Sung Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Subdeacon: Phil Davies 
Reader: Will Cudmore 
Intercessor: Molly Bartle 
Hospitality: Catherine Owen 
 
 

For your prayers 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden 
and Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens; for 
our staff team; our Sister and Partner 
Parishes, St Paul’s K-Street in Washington 
DC and All Saints, Nhamavilah, 
Mozambique. 
 

Those who lead the church that they may 
do so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 
Roland Brunner, to be licensed as a Lay 
Minister in the Diocese of London. 
 
The fifteen members of our community on 
retreat in Chartres this week.  
 

 
Among the sick and those in need: 
Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs;  
Amanda Orlebar; Tessa Murphy;  
Reg Francis; Philippe Romano;  
Ronald Bartle; Paule Bedford;  
Gordon Wesley. 
 
All the recently departed: 
Armel Cates. 

 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls during the month of May: 
 
Michael Taylor 2nd  
Timothy Green 2nd 
Michael Barney, priest 5th 
Meriel St Clair Green 7th 
Helen Newton 14th 
Sophie Hodgson 15th 
Cecilia Lawson 17th 
Eileen Goode 18th 
Sally Windham 20th 
Eric Knighley Chetwode Hamilton 21st 
Gerard Doyle 22nd 
Dudley Middleton 23rd  
Herbert Robinson 24th 
John Watson 29th  
Robin Hodgson 30th 
Dyan Elizabeth Wade 31st  

DAY TRIP: YORK MINSTER  
Saturday 6th July 
Join us in York for a guided tour of the 
great Minster, including restoration of 
the Great East window. Tickets: £48 to 
include coffee, entry to Minster, 
guided tour and lunch. Participants 
will make their own travel 
arrangements. Full details at 
www.spkb.org/york or by calling the 
parish office.  

 

A WEEK OF ACCOMPANIED 
PRAYER 
14th – 20th July  
Are you struggling to find time to 
reflect on your prayer life? The 
London Centre for Spiritual Direction 
is offering an opportunity to step back 
and take part in a week of 
accompanied prayer in July. Over five 
days you will be invited to pray for half 
an hour each day followed by a 
meeting with a spiritual director to 
support you on your journey.  

Venue: The Church of St Edmund the 
King, Lombard Street, EC3. Cost: £35. 
Full details at 
www.lcsd.org.uk/events/wap  

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle (alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy Bishop Michael 
Colclough; Fr Victor Stock; Fr Nick Mercer. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: Margaret Gadow 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com) 
Assistant Director of Music Michael Papadopoulos 
(michael.pap514@gmail.com) 
Music Scholars Benjamin Newlove (organ) & 
Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield 
(felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies 
(phil@spkb.org); Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 
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