
 

 

            

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK: THE PARISH 
GARDEN PARTY 

Please join us on Thursday evening (5th 
September) from 6:30 – 9:00pm in the 
Vicarage Garden (access by way of 32 
Wilton Place) for our annual Autumn 
gathering. The Garden Party is a great 
opportunity to regroup after summer 
exploits and to welcome friends from 
the local neighbourhood.  Come, and 
invite your friends! 

 

THE CIRCULARITY OF LIFE 

I return to London with a goodly number of 
long distance walks under my belt - of the 
five-hour-minimum sort that leave you with 
aching feet and a huge sense of 
accomplishment. The Welsh mountains 
and the Scottish coastline and countryside 
were glorious.  

But, circular walks, or not? I mean, from A 
to B, (as it were from Largo to Anstruther, 
one way along the coastal path), or from A 
back to A again with a five-hour excursion 
in between (as it were from Beddgelert, 
around the shoulder of the Cnicht, and 
then back)? I’ve enjoyed both sorts of walk 
this summer.  

Beyond the practical convenience of the 
circular walk (drive, park the car, walk, 
drive home - thus avoiding issues of 
getting to or from the walk’s start or end 
point!), there is a psychological 
consideration too. Which feels more 
satisfying to you: a sense of ‘arrival’ or a 
sense of ‘return’? The desire for a sense of 
arrival is, I think, what drives explorers and 
climbers; there is a thrill associated with 
conquering the distance or the height, of 
‘just having got there.’ Perhaps I’m just 
unadventurous, but I find myself more 
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S E RV I C E  T I M E S  

Sunday 1st September: 
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG)  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Monday 2nd : Martyrs of New 
Guinea - No services 
 
Tuesday 3rd :  Gregory the Great 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Wednesday 4th :  Birinius 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
The Wednesday Evening Service   
at 19:00 Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Thursday 5th : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Friday 6th :  Allen Gardiner 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Memorial Service for Peter 
Kitching at 11:00 
 
Saturday 7th : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Church closed for recording after 
morning prayer – no Mass today. 
 
Sunday 8th September:  
Twelfth  Sunday after Trinity 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y :  
PARISH LUNCH & RECITAL 
Join us after the 
11am Mass next 
Sunday, 8th 
September, for 
Parish Lunch 
followed at 2pm by a piano 
recital given by Danilo 
Mascetti. Suggested donation 
for lunch: £10. Please sign-up 
in the blue book at the back of 
church or by contacting the 
parish office.  
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satisfied by circular walks with their sense of 
return to the point of departure, albeit often 
from a different direction. Coming home, 
returning, completing the circle.  

Linearity is our default modern way of 
thinking. We so often think (and speak) of 
life as a journey. We conceptualise our 
existence in terms of a move ‘from A to B’. 
We live our lives in hock to the phantasy of 
linear progress. We are certainly better, in 
the Western Christian tradition, at the 
language of ‘journey,’ ‘pilgrimage’ and ‘our 
life’s destination’ than we are with ideas of 
the cyclical or circularity (which find more 
comfortable and natural expression in 
Eastern religious traditions and in Celtic 
spirituality). And where Western Christianity 
did have a developed language of seasonality 
and return, “seedtime and harvest,” 
increased urbanisation has helped to 
distance us from it. The demise of this 
language of circularity and seasonality 
creates a challenge for us when come face to 
face with life’s circularity. Much of life does 
seem to repeat. Perhaps we feel it as 
summer ends and we return to confront yet 
another autumn, with - soon - yet another 
Christmas and then yet another New Year. 
We’ve been here before, haven’t we? It can 
feel very “back to the grind, again!” Is life 
really just going round in circles? 

T.S. Eliot in his Four Quartets has an image 
that holds together the sense of linear 
progression with the circularity of things. In 
Little Gidding he plays with the idea of ends 
and beginnings until at last he says: “We 
shall not cease from exploration /And the 
end of all our exploring /Will be to arrive 
where we started /And know the place for 
the first time.”  Whenever we are gripped by 
that familiar “here we go again” feeling, faith 
should encourage us to ask, “yes, and what is 
new this time – and what, this time round, 
will be redeemed and transformed?” This is 
to live in hope, as those invested by God 
with purpose, dignity and agency. We are 
not hamsters on life’s wheel, however much 
it may occasionally feel like it! We are 
constantly about the work of God. And the 
work of God is to make all things - even the 
familiar - new. 

Fr Alan Gyle 
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming); Iago 
Griffith (Elecotral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate);  
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

  

 
  
 
 

 
  
 
 

WELCOME TO MICHAEL KOENIG, 
ORGAN SCHOLAR 

We are delighted to welcome our new 
organ scholar, Michael Koenig. Michael 
received his musical training in his 
native Austria, obtaining degrees in 
organ and music education from the 
Music Universities of Graz and Vienna. 
While holding a position as organist at 
a major church in Innsbruck, Austria, 
Michael became interested in the 
Anglican church music tradition. After 
one year as the organist and director 
of music at St Alban’s Anglican Church 
Copenhagen, he became the organ 
scholar at All Saints Fulham before 
moving to St Paul’s Knightsbridge. 

Since 2014, Michael visits Kenya on a 
regular basis as a performer, music 
teacher and consultant. His interest in 
the vibrant classical music of this African 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Server: Robert Thomas 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Deacon: Roland Brunner 
Subdeacon: James Wilcox 
Reader: Mike Scott 
Intercessor: Tim Pontius 
Hospitality: Mike & Veronica Scott 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden 
and Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may 
do so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the 
leaders of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Ada Dawnay; Victoria Jones; Maya 
Habboush; Sall Allen;  
David Eckland; Nicky Lindsay;  
Penny Higgs; Tessa Murphy; Reg Francis;  
Philippe Romano; Paule Bedford;  
Nicole Lejeune; Carolyn Jory; Ginny Clover.  
 
All the recently departed: 
Peter Kitching; Johnnie Cunningham. 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls during the month of September: 
David Loveridge 1st 
Ian Powe 2nd 
Victor Danenza 3rd 
Henry Montagu Villiers, priest 9th  
Richard Coke 12th 
John McMullan 12th 
Caroline Imrie 13th 
Ian Cullerne Bown 23rd  
William Haite 25th 
Joyce Eileen McGee 25th 
Hisako Bartle 25th 
John King 25th  
Doris Palmer 29th 
Peter Edwards 29th 
 
 

country has stimulated Michael to go 
back into academia with the purpose 
of becoming better qualified to 
ultimately work in the field of 
European cultural support in the 
context of developing countries. In 
2018, Michael received a Professional 
MA in African Studies from 
Copenhagen University, and in 
summer of 2019, he completed the 
Foundation Diploma for Postgraduate 
Studies at SOAS London with 
distinction. He is now pursuing an MA 
in World History and Cultures at 
King’s College London. In his thesis he 
examines the contributions of the 
British Council to the cultural 
landscape of Kenya between 1947 
and the country’s independence in 
1963. 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 
SONGHAVEN – BBC Music Day 
Thursday 26th September at 3pm 
Our next dementia-friendly tea 
concert will form part of national BBC 
Music Day on Thursday 26th 
September at 3pm. Come join us – all 
welcome! If you are interested in 
helping with welcoming our guests, 
please be in touch with Caroline 
Docker via the parish office.  
 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com) 
 
Music Scholars Michael König (organ) & Findlay 
Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield 
(felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies 
(phil@spkb.org); Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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