
 

 

            

 

 

 

 

FROM BROCHURE TO BARCODE  

 

 

In 1841, while walking the 15 or so miles 
from Market Harborough to Leicester to 
attend a meeting of the Temperance 
Society, Thomas Cook was struck by a 
brilliant idea. ‘What if,’ he mused, ‘I 
organise excursions for people to go to see 
interesting things and to attend events – 
and what,’ he further thought, ‘if I charge 
them for the pleasure?’ Rather amazingly, 
his first success was arranging for a group 
of 500 people to travel from Leicester 
Campbell Street railway station to a 
teetotal rally in Loughborough, eleven 
miles away – for which he charged them the 
princely sum of 1 shilling. Travel and 
victuals included – but presumably no glass 
of wine!  

So was born the Thomas Cook travel 
agency, which quickly set its sights on more 
exotic destinations than Loughborough 
(hard to imagine!) and which encouraged 
people to plan not only day excursions, but 
longer holidays. The idea of massed travel 
and the package holiday was, even if still in 
embryonic form, coming to birth! By last 
year, Thomas Cook had 19 million 
customers a year and sales of £7.8 billion. 
The collapse of the company this past week, 
with the emergency repatriation by the UK 
government of the 150,000 British 
nationals stranded overseas (“the largest 
re-patriation exercise in peace-time”) and 
strenuous efforts by other governments to 
assist the estimated 600,000 currently 
travelling with Thomas Cook and its 
international subsidiaries around the 
world, bears testimony to the potential of 
Thomas Cook’s original vision and the 
success of Thomas Cook as a company 
during its 175 year of existence. Beyond the 
frustration of those who are 
inconvenienced by the company’s collapse, 
there is – I think – a rather widespread 
sense of sadness that one of the world’s 
great institutions has run its course.  

 

 

St Paul’s Knightsbridge 
The Parish Office 
32a Wilton Place 

London SW1X 8SH 
Phone  020 7201 9999 
E-mail  info@spkb.org 

Website www.spkb.org 

S E RV I C E  T I M E S  

Sunday 29th September:  
Michael & All Angels 
Family Mass at 09:00 (VS) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
 
Monday 30th : Jerome  
No services 
 
Tuesday 1st October :  Remigius 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Wednesday 2nd :  Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
The Wednesday Evening Service   
at 19:00 Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Thursday 3rd : George Bell 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Memorial Service for the late 
Tommy Sopwith at 11:00 
 
Friday 4th :  Francis of Assisi 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Saturday 5th : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
Low Mass at noon (AG) 
 
Sunday 6th October:  
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 

 
P C C  M E E T I N G  

 
The PCC will meet at 7pm on 
Tuesday, 8th October, preceded 
by a Mass in St Luke’s Chapel at 
6pm. Papers have been 
circulated to members. Apologies 
for absence and suggestions for 
items to be considered for 
inclusion under AOB to Phil 
Davies by Monday, 7th.  
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St Michael and All Angels 

 

One ‘soundbite’ from a regulator in a radio 
interview yesterday was that “Thomas Cook 
were still operating using brochures in an age 
of barcodes!” Top marks for being pithy and 
memorable – but what truth is there in the 
analysis? What, if anything, went wrong in 
terms of corporate governance and what 
errors there may have been in strategic 
decision making will be analysed and 
reported on in what promises to be an 
uncomfortable time for the executive and 
non-executive directors. What is fairly clear is 
that a series of acquisitions and mergers 
resulted in Thomas Cook having a very large 
footprint on the High Street at a time when 
other high-street traders are finding things 
there tough. The landscape of retail is 
changing rapidly, and whether barcodes 
come into it, it is undeniable that people are 
moving ‘online’ and that some, if not yet all 
holiday makers are happy to handle bookings 
on their own with the help of apps and 
websites. Brexit and hot summers apart, not 
to have accounted for this irreversible trend 
in the strategy of the organisation will 
probably be judged to have been its undoing.  

Thinking thoughts not just about tomorrow 
but the day after tomorrow is one of the tasks 
of good strategic leadership. The corporate 
landscape is littered with examples of 
organisations whose failure to read the signs 
of the times and to adapt led to their demise. 
When it comes to the life of the church, we 
tend to fall into a sense of timelessness and 
the eternal sustainability of things: the church 
is what gives is stability in times of change and 
so for many is the one institution that 
shouldn’t change. But history – if we take 
time to glance at it – tells a very different 
story. The church is always changing. The 
opportunities and challenges our ancestors 
here faced and grasped are not ours – and 
some of the opportunities we face, they could 
not have begun to imagine.  

What, I wonder, is it that our leadership – 
ordained and lay – needs to be talking about 
if we are both to ensure the continuance of 
our life as a community and ensure that we 
are responding to the challenge to ‘proclaim 
anew the gospel in every generation’? 
Anxiety is never helpful. Curiosity might be 
timely. Stasis and disinterest will presage 
death. 

Fr Alan Gyle 
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming);  
Iago Griffith (Electoral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate). 
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

  

 
  
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 

NEXT SUNDAY!  
PARISH LUNCH & RECITAL 
Sunday 6th October  
Join us after the 11am 
Mass on Sunday, 6th 
October, for Parish Lunch 
prepared by chef du jour 
Louise Nixon, followed at 
2pm by a Songhaven 
dementia-friendly recital 
featuring our own 
Eleanor Ross and Paul 
Sheehan! This will be a 
great opportunity to 
experience our music 
outreach work with those 
living with dementia along 
with their carers and 
friends – all welcome. 

 
JUMBLE SALE!  
Saturday, 26th October 10am til noon 
The time of the Autumn Jumble Sale is 
almost upon us – so it is time to clear out 
those shelves, cupboards and 
wardrobes! Contributions (clothes, bric-
a-brac, books) may be brought to church 
on Sunday or delivered to the office 
during the week or collected by 
arrangement with Niki (0207 602 4599) 
or Jackie (07815 778 383). Anyone who'd 
like to help selling jumble should also let 
them know. 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Server: Phil Davies 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Deacon: Roland Brunner 
Subdeacon: Phil Davies 
Reader: Lorraine Bondarenko 
Intercessor: Christopher Stephens 
Hospitality: Catherine Owen 
 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden 
and Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may 
do so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the 
leaders of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Victoria Jones; Maya Habboush;  
Sall Allen; David Eckland; Nicky Lindsay;  
Penny Higgs; Tessa Murphy;  
Reg Francis; Philippe Romano;  
Paule Bedford; Nicole Lejeune;  
Stewart Bell; Rosemary Gomersall. 
 
All the recently departed: 
Simon King; Ada Dawnay; Donald Gosling 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls at this time: 
 
September: 
Doris Palmer 29th 
Peter Edwards 29th 
 
October: 
Arnold Sunderland 4th 
Nora Caulfield-Stoker 6th 
Thomas Welsh Jr 6th 
Sheila Hanwell 7th 
Lena Chidi Sowole 7th 
Charles Black 9th 
Cecily Jackson 9th 
Kate Davis 12th 
Sean Edwards 15th 
Nancy Diamond 17th 
Patricia Clarke 17th 
Vic Higgs 18th 
Mac Showers 19th 
Kay Bonham-Carter 20th 
 
 

EDWARDTIDE AT THE ABBEY 
Saturday 19th October 
An opportunity to join 
the community at 
Wesminster Abbey for 
the National 
Pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of St Edward 
the Confessor, King of 
England and re- 

founder of the Abbey 
in this, the 750th 
anniversary of its 
consecration in 
October 1269. 

Throughout the day pilgrims will be 
able to pray at the Shrine of St Edward 
and in other spaces set aside in the 
Abbey and its precincts. Priests will be 
on duty for individual spiritual 
counselling and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available. There 
will also be opportunities to renew 
baptismal promises and to participate 
in healing liturgies with the Laying on 
of Hands and Anointing. 

Programme: 
9:15 – Abbey opens for pilgrims 
11:30 – Festival Eucharist. Preacher: 
Archbishop Justin Welby 
15:00 – First Evensong of the 
Dedication of the Abbey. 

Full details at: 
www.westminster-abbey.org/events 
 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com) 
 
Music Scholars Michael Koenig (organ) 
& Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield 
(felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies 
(phil@spkb.org); Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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