
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

Wisdom 

 

As the UN climate change conference in 
Madrid draws to its close: A strange thing 
has happened to modern peoples. In 
becoming literate they have lost the 
ability to read the world around them: in 
amassing so much learning they are 
losing out on wisdom. A world that can 
read the word but not the world is in 
imminent danger. Wisdom is not the sole 
possession of any religion or group of 
people: wisdom can often be hidden from 
the learned and yet available to the 
simplest of peoples. Wisdom is that 
which dances through all creation, it is 
not even unique to humankind, yet 
certain groups have acquired it over the 
ages. Wisdom is found in many traditions 
and all main religions. Primal peoples 
understood that wisdom was to be met in 
all of creation: wisdom was the ‘word’ to 
be read in the world before any words 
were committed to paper. In the same 
way they saw creation as ‘the primary 
scriptures.’ If you do not understand the 
world, you will not understand its 
creator; if you are out of tune with the 
world you will be out of tune with 
yourself and your life. If your relationship 
to the world is wrong, it affects your faith 
and your theology. The Celtic Christians 
talked of three Scriptures: the New 
Testament that is understood through 
the Old Testament and the Old 
Testament which is understood through 
the Primary Scripture, which is the world. 
We all need more than book learning; we 
need a deep sensitivity and awareness of 
all that is going on around us. We need to 
be open to the mystery and wisdom all 
about us and within us. Too much 
education has been head stuff alone. We 
need to develop our gut reaction and our 
heart response. We need to develop each 
of our senses and to hear what the earth 
says to us.  

Today the ecological crises we face and 
the crises of our world are crises of the 
human soul. Its lack of wisdom is being 
projected onto the earth itself. In  seeking 
to possess things we have lost out on 
wisdom. In making ourselves the centre 
of the world we have failed to see how 
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S E RV I C E  T I M E S  
T H I S  W E E K  

Sunday 15th December:  
Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa O Magnum Mysterium – 
Victoria 
Rejoice in the Lord alway – Purcell 
O sacrum convivium – Tallis 
 
Monday 16th : Feria 
No services 
 
Tuesday 17th :  O Sapientia 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
The Parish Carol Service at 19:00 
 
Wednesday 18th :  O Adonai 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Thursday 19th :  O Radix Jesse 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Friday 20th :  O Clavis David 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
 
Saturday 21st :  O Oriens 
Morning Prayer at 09:00 
No Mass today. 
 
Sunday 22nd December:  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Family Mass at 09:00 (VS) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
Missa Ave Regina – Padilla 
Ave maria – Parsons 
Es ist ein Ros – Praetorius 
 
CHARITY CAROL SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Monday: St George’s Kidney 
Patients 
Tuesday: Parish carol service 
Thursday: The Prince’s Foundation 
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important the rest of the world is to us. We 
are using short-term methods to our 
immediate advantage and this is not wise, 
for it is to the detriment of the future of our 
planet and all life upon it.  

In looking at the wisdom of the past there is 
a desire for a new wisdom, a new response 
to the Power that dances through the 
universe. We have discovered new worlds; 
we have seen the earth from space, we 
have looked into the atom and it has 
increased the mystery and wonder of all 
that is around us. Much of modern science 
is quite mystical in its statements. We are 
on the edge of not just new learning but a 
new wisdom. We need to walk with awe 
and wonder. We need to be aware of the 
deep mystery and power that flows 
through all things. We need to listen and to 
be open to the glory of the world, to be 
sensitive to the inter-connectedness of all 
things. We need to discover again that 
there is an adventure to be lived out in our 
world, a personal discovery to be made of 
the presence and the life that dances in all 
things.  

Whatever our religion, we should travel this 
road in joy and let it enrich our faith. Heed 
the words from Fyodor Dostoyevsky:  Love 
all of God’s creation, the whole and every 
grain of sand in it; love every leaf, every ray 
of God’s light. Love the animals, love the 
plants, love everything. If you love 
everything, you will perceive the divine 
mystery in all things.      

Written by David Adam  

CLAIRE PILTON 

Claire, who has been a stalwart support in 
the Parish Office since Felicity Cranfield left 
on maternity leave, is leaving us at the end 
of the month. As a parish – and on behalf of 
it – I want to express our real thanks not 
only for all she has done, but for her good 
humour and enthusiasm. (Oh, and for the 
company of Basil!). Plans are in hand for a 
different structure going forward to 
support our life and work. Details will 
follow.  AGG. 
 

SERVICE TIMES IN DECEMBER  
During the month of December we host 
charity carol services on most weekdays. To 
make this possible there will be no 
Wednesday Evening Service in December. 
Morning prayer Daily Tuesday to Saturday at 
9am. Sunday services, as usual, at 9am 
(Family Mass) and 11am (High Mass). 

 

http://www.spkb.org/


 

 

WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming);  
Iago Griffith (Electoral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate). 
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

  

 
  
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

THE PARISH CAROL SERVICE 
Tuesday 17th December at 7:00pm 

 

The traditional service of nine lessons 
and carols with the musicians of St 
Paul’s Knightsbridge followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies 
genersouly provided by The Hari 
Hotel. 
 
CHRISTMAS SONGHAVEN 
Saturday 21st December at 3:00pm 
A festive dementia-friendly concert for 
all the family followed by tea and 
mince pies with favourite ensembles 
from the operative stages, tunes from 
musicals and plenty of seasonal 
singalongs. All welcome! A free event – 
please register your attendance at 
www.spkb.org 
 

 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Server: Tim Pontius 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Deacon: Fr Victor Stock  
Subdeacon: James Wilcox 
Reader: Veronica Scott 
Hospitality: Catherine Owen 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden 
and Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may 
do so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the 
leaders of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Anne Prevost; Baby Maximus;  
Victoria Jones; Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; 
David Eckland; Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs; 
Reg Francis; Philippe Romano;  
Paule Bedford; Nicole Lejeune; Stewart Bell;  
Rosemary Gomersall; Sybil Smith,  
Fr Neil Dawson; Roy Stockwell; Mark L-R. 
 
All the recently departed: 
Ellie Staar; Cecily Worrall; Tessa Murphy. 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls during the month of December: 
 
Peter Buckley 2nd  
Millicent Worrall 2nd  
Margaret Moore 2nd 
Colin Tytherleigh 10th 
Letitia McMulan 12th 
Francis Leith Boyd, priest 13th 
Hannah Coke 13th 
William King 13th 
Maud King 14th 
Jimmy Newton 15th 
Eric Day 15th 
James Elstub 20th 
Patricia Engel 24th 
Joan Easton 25th 
Stanley Llewellyn 26th 
Robert Magee 28th 
Elspeth Loasby 28th 
James Oliver 29th 
Huw Griffith 30th  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE – Tuesday 24th 
5:00pm – Crib service for families 
with Fr Alan Gyle 
 
11:00pm – Midnight Mass  
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa Sancti Joannis de Deo – Haydn 
Nativity Carol – Rutter 
Resonet in laudibus – Eccard 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY – Wednesday 25th  
9:00am – Family Mass with carols 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
11:00am – Solemn Eucharist 
Celebrant: Bishop Michael Colclough 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa Brevis in C K220 – Mozart 
Hodie Christus natus est – Sweelinck 
Ding dong merrily on high – trad arr. 
Wood 
 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com)  
Acting Assistant Director of Music Adam Mathias 
Music Scholars Michael Koenig (organ) 
& Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield 
(felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies 
(phil@spkb.org); Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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