
 

 

            

 

 

 

 

THE DIVINE IMAGE 
 

 
 

The tragic news of the death of David 
Coles, our former curate Fr Richard’s 
partner, this week, unleashed a torrent of 
expressions of sympathy and 
condolences on social media. As a parish 
we extend our love and prayers to and for 
both. The affection in which Richard is 
held here and across the nation is evident 
in the tsunami of generous and 
compassionate expressions in the 
Twittersphere. However, alongside 
supportive messages, one person at least 
used the same social media platform to 
unleash an anonymous hate-fuelled 
homophobic attack on them, claiming to 
be doing so on the basis of being a 
Christian. And I read this morning – on 
the BBC news website - the harrowing 
accounts by Julia Ogiehor, Andrea 
Jenkyns, Luke Pollard and Charlotte 
Nichols of their experiences in the recent 
run-up to the General Election as 
candidates standing for different seats 
and for different parties. What united 
them, apart from passion for politics and 
the public good, was the experience of 
being on the receiving end of vile online 
abuse, highly personalised, much of it 
violent and threatening, and almost all of 
it anonymous.   
 
This week I was reading a book about 
‘Shame’, in which the author suggested 
that Twitter played a useful role in 
modern life – a bit like the ‘stocks’ did in 
Mediaeval England – allowing people to 
express their feelings in a way that helped 
to even out public ire and to harness 
shame creatively. At the time I was 
persuaded, but in the light of Richard’s 
experiences and those of the would-be 
MPs, I’m now not so sure. There is 
something darker here. A study by 
Sheffield University charts a huge rise in 
anonymised online abuse even since the 
elections in 2017. Somehow the cloak of 
online anonymity seems to have released 
a vituperative instinct in us that is no 
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S E RV I C E  T I M E S   

Sunday 22nd December:  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Family Mass at 09:00 (VS) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (VS) 
Preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
Missa Ave Regina – Padilla 
Ave maria – Parsons 
Es ist ein Ros – Praetorius 
 
Tuesday 24th :  Christmas Eve 
Children’s Crib Service at 17:00 
Midnight Mass at 23:00  
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa Sancti Joannis de Deo – 
Haydn 
Nativity Carol – Rutter 
Resonet in laudibus – Eccard 
 
Wednesday 25th :  Christmas Day 
Family Mass at 09:00 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 (MC) 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa Brevis in C K220 – Mozart 
Hodie Christus natus est – 
Sweelinck 
Ding dong merrily on high – trad 
arr. Wood 
 
Sunday 29th December:  
First Sunday of Christmas 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00  
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Sunday 5th January 2020:  
The Epiphany 
Family Mass at 09:00  
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
 
 

Christmas hours 
The parish will be closed until 
Tuesday 7th January to enable the 
office team to take holiday.  
Phone calls to our main telephone 
number – 020 7201 9999 - will be 
answered during normal working 
hours, and urgent messages 
passed on appropriately.  
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respecter of basic human dignity. We seem 
to feel free to say – online – wounding, 
hurting, denigrating and vicious things that 
anywhere else would feel indefensible. We 
have stopped seeing each other properly. 
 
The Bible – though woefully misused by 
Richard’s online attacker – does have 
something pertinent to say here. From its 
beginning to its end it pursues the theme of 
the ‘divine image’ being, somehow, ‘in us.’ 
Genesis deals with this in story form; the 
Books of the Law seize upon it as a way of 
shaping moral teaching; the Wisdom books 
explore the notion of God’s intimate 
connection with humanity – and in the 
teaching of Jesus this is expressed in God’s 
valuing of us (even to counting the hairs on 
our heads!) and ultimately to indwelling us 
(in the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost). 
St Paul our patron takes this and uses it to 
shape a moral argument: if you are thus 
loved, should you not love one another and 
treat one another as children of one 
heavenly father. And the Church Fathers 
saw – supremely – in the mystery of 
Christmas and the Incarnation, the 
validation of human life by its being taken 
up as a participant in the divine nature and 
in the work of salvation. If God so loves us 
that he will be born as one of us, that says a 
huge amount about how we should see one 
another.  The bottom line: we must engage 
with one another as people of infinite 
value, always with respect – always 
respecting human dignity. This world-view 
seems to be at odds with our online 
instincts. 
 
Of course we will not always agree or even 
like each other. There are those, on all 
sides, whose lifestyle we may find 
challenging or whose views differ from our 
own. And we may even, at times, fall out. 
But even in our dislikes, our disputes and 
our disagreements, we are obliged to treat 
one another as children of the same 
heavenly Father, with love and respect and 
as those who have in us ‘the image of the 
divine.’  Important to remember in the 
Twittersphere and in public discourse, but 
also perhaps in our homes this coming 
Christmastide. 

Fr Alan Gyle 
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WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming);  
Iago Griffith (Electoral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate). 
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

  

 
  
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE – Tuesday 24th 
5:00pm – Crib service for families 
with Fr Alan Gyle 
 
11:00pm – Midnight Mass  
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa Sancti Joannis de Deo – Haydn 
Nativity Carol – Rutter 
Resonet in laudibus – Eccard 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY – Wednesday 25th  
9:00am – Family Mass with carols 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
11:00am – Solemn Eucharist 
Celebrant: Bishop Michael Colclough 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Missa Brevis in C K220 – Mozart 
Hodie Christus natus est – Sweelinck 
Ding dong merrily on high – trad arr. 
Wood 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Server: Robert Thomas 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant: Fr Victor Stock 
Deacon: Roland Brunner 
Subdeacon: James Wilcox 
Preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
Reader: Steven Harrison 
Hospitality: Melissa Longley & Kimball Bailey 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden and 
Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may do 
so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the leaders 
of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Anne Prevost; Baby Maximus;  
Victoria Jones; Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; 
David Eckland; Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs; 
Reg Francis; Philippe Romano;  
Paule Bedford; Nicole Lejeune; Stewart Bell;  
Rosemary Gomersall; Sybil Smith,  
Fr Neil Dawson; Roy Stockwell; Mark L-R. 
 
All the recently departed: 
Ellie Staar; Cecily Worrall; Tessa Murphy; 
David Coles. 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls a this time: 
 
DECEMBER: 
James Elstub 20th 
Patricia Engel 24th 
Joan Easton 25th 
Stanley Llewellyn 26th 
Robert Magee 28th 
Elspeth Loasby 28th 
James Oliver 29th 
Huw Griffith 30th  

 
JANUARY: 
Guy Shea, priest 1st 
Frank Dawson 1st 
Valerie Maurice 5th 
Irene Dawson 8th 
Isabel Llewellyn 8th 
Julia Candlish 8th 
 

 

 
 
SONGHAVEN 
Saturday, 18th January at 3:00pm 

Join us for the first dementia-friendly 
concert of the new year with favourite 
ensembles from the operatic stage, 
tunes from musicals and well-love 
singalongs, followed by afternoon tea. 
All welcome! A free event. 
 
 
PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
Sunday, 26th January 
Join us to celebrate the festival of the 
Conversion of St Paul, our patron: 
 
9:00am – Family Mass 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
11:00am – Festal Orchestral Mass  
The Choir of St Paul’s Knightsbridge 
with instrumentalists from The Royal 
College of Music: 
Spatzenmesse – Mozart 
O quam gloriosum – Victoria 
The Guiding Light – Findlay Spence 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 

Followed by a reception 
 
 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com)  
Acting Assistant Director of Music Adam Mathias 
Music Scholars Michael Koenig (organ) 
& Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield 
(felicity@spkb.org), Claire Pilton (claire@spkb.org); 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies 
(phil@spkb.org); Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski 
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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