
 

 

            

 

 

  

 

EEK!, IT’S FEBRUARY! 

 

The Uneven Passage of Time is a set of 
three short stories by Jason Ward, each of  
which explores the fact that time – far 
from being straightforward – is, 
philosophically speaking, hugely 
complex. It’s worth a read. We think 
usually of chronos, the ticking of the clock 
and of precision timing to the hundredth 
of the second. But time exists and flows 
unevenly in our experience of it as past 
succeeds to present and we step into 
future. While we feel we can only move 
forward in time, in space we can move in 
other directions; why? How might space-
time be thought of, and how might 
different sorts of travel in time (the stuff 
of science fiction) be conceptualised.  

Twenty years ago I conducted the 
Memorial Service of one of the emeritus 
professors at Imperial College, Gerald 
Whitrow. He was a cosmologist and the 
much-lauded author of, among many 
other publications, The Oxford Natural 
Philosophy of Time. His widow, Magda, 
gave me a copy – and a love affair with 
time’s quirks and complexities was born 
in that moment.  

I only mention this because this week I 
was caught in between two constrasted 
experiences of time; on the one hand of 
exploring with some bishops on a course 
I was teaching how much can be achieved 
in a conversation lasting only five minutes 
(“never say ‘only’, always say, we have a 
whole five minutes now!”), while on the 
other, I suddenly realised that it is already 
February, Christmas was only yesterday, 
and I feel that I have little to show for the 
thirty-something days that have flown by, 
indeed they have passed in a blurr. 

Christians help themselves to handle time 
well by ‘sanctifying’ it. From the earliest 
times Christians have understood that 
setting into the midst of time’s 
unrelenting flow markers to signify time 
for prayer (monks, traditionally, prayed 
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S E RV I C E  T I M E S   

Sunday 2nd February : Candlemas 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Roland Brunner, LLM 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00  
Preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
Missa Octavi Toni – Hassler 
Maria wallt zum Heiligtum – 
Eccard 
Hodie Beata – Byrd 
 
Monday 3rd : Anskar 
No services 
 
Tuesday 4th : Gilbert 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Wednesday 5th : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
The Wednesday Evening Service 
at 19:00 Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Thursday 6th : Martyrs of Japan; 
Accession of Elizabeth II 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Friday 7th : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Saturday 8th February : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
Low Mass at noon (AG) 
 
Sunday 9th February : Third 
Sunday before Lent 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Cantus missae in Eb – Rheinberger 
Beati quorum – Stanford 
O salutaris – Elgar 
 

LEARNING & FAITH AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 

Copies of the spring 
programme of 
learning events at 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
are available at the 
back of church, or 
on the cathedral’s 
website:  
www.stpauls.co.uk. 
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eight times a day in the Liturgy of the 
Hours), and times to celebrate different 
aspects and phases of the story of our 
redemption (hence Advent succeeds to 
Christmas, to Epiphany and Candlemas, 
eventually to Lent and Easter and then 
Pentecost). And into the midst of all of this 
we carefully place, like jewels glittering in a 
fine setting, celebrations of the saints and 
martyrs of God, and major Feasts which 
celebrate and reflect on the story of Christ 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary, and we set all 
of this within a weekly cycle of work days 
and ‘sabbaths’ – days of rest giving life a 
pulse. In this way, the ‘blurr’ of time is given 
poise and rhythm – and meaning, and 
purpose.  

Being formed in a Christian mindset has, in 
part, to do with internalising this view of 
time so that the blurr of time becomes a 
fertile space for better relating to God and 
neighbour, and for noticing more accutely 
the rhythms of time in ourselves. Much of 
what is branded stress in modern life has to 
do with our behaving as if we were 
machines (switching ourselves on at 07:00 
and off at 19:00, working incessantly and 
hardly stopping in between, not observing 
sabbaths and seasons, pauses, breaks, and 
the surges and eddies of energy which have 
to do with being human).  

People often say, “I can’t make time for this 
or that…” From a Christian/theistic 
perspective, only God can make time! It is 
given to us as a gift to use. So what we 
should say is, “I choose not to use time 
for…” We could make different choices! 
Our agency is enormous. It is just that 
because we don’t set time aside to 
punctuate and notice its flying by, it 
becomes a blurr – perhaps a ‘torrent’ that 
sweeps us along.  

None of this reflection is new. ‘Carpe Diem,’ 
wrote Horace in his Odes two decades 
before the birth of Christ: ‘seize the day’.  
This doesn’t, I think, mean throw yourself 
more energetically into life’s rush; rather it 
invites us to consider how we are using this 
precious gift of time to maximum effect, for 
self, God and others.  

The good news is that although (“eek!”) it is 
February, we have a whole eleven months 
ahead of us before 2020 is over. Shall we 
use them well? 

 Fr Alan Gyle  

 

http://www.stpauls.co.uk/


 

 

WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming);  
Iago Griffith (Electoral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate). 
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 

  

 
  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

PARISH LUNCH & SUNDAY RECITAL 
TODAY!   Sunday, 2nd February 
Join us for Parish Lunch 
– chef du jour Merrill 
Powell, assisted by Iago 
Griffith - after the 11am 
Mass, followed by a 
song recital at 2pm  
given by Michael Solomon Williams 
(tenor)  from the Choir of St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge and pianist John Reid.  
Programme: Winter Words (Britten), 
Allegro Molto from Symphony no. 1 
(Elgar, arr. Farrington), and songs by 
John Ireland.  
 
SONGHAVEN 
Saturday, 15th February at 3:00pm 

 
Join us for our next dementia-friendly 
concert with favourite ensembles from 
the operatic stage, tunes from musicals 
and well-love singalongs, followed by 
afternoon tea. All welcome! A free 
event, put please reserve a place by 
visiting www.spkb.org or calling the 
parish office on 020 7201 9999. 
 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Preacher: Roland Brunner 
Reader: Liz Bishop 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
Deacon: Fr Alan Gyle 
Subdeacon: Roland Brunner 
Reader: Molly Bartle 
Intercessor: Christopher Stephens 
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden and 
Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may do 
so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the leaders 
of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Marlene Kelly; Fleur Brennan; Frank Faber;  
Raymond Willetts; Anne Prevost;  
Baby Maximus; Victoria Jones;  
Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs; Reg Francis; 
Philippe Romano; Paule Bedford;  
Nicole Lejeune; Stewart Bell;  
Rosemary Gomersall; Sybil Smith,  
Fr Neil Dawson; Roy Stockwell; Mark L-R. 
 
All the recently departed: 
John Klyberg, priest; Jenny Bundy; 
John Mansfield. 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls in the month of February: 
 
Lucinda Knight 1st 
James Ball 5th 
James Moorwood 5th 
Mark Baring 6th 
John Russell Villiers 6th  
Joan Watson 8th 
Ian Somerville 11th 
Brenda Tweddle 16th 
Jamie Courtauld 16th 
Frances Elizabeth Tully 18th 
Charles Beattie 18th 
Dorota Stankiewicz 18th 
Sister Janet SC 21st  
Josephine Ruschmeyer 21st  
Hector Dowd 23rd 
David Pilton 26th 
Charles Ashton James 28th 

 
PANCAKE PARTY 
Tuesday 25th February at 6:30pm 
Please join us on Shrove Tuesday 
evening in the Vicarage (32 Wilton 
Place) for the Pancake Party – all 
welcome! 

 
 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday 26th February  

Noon: Low Mass with Imposition of 
Ashes – St Luke’s Chapel 
Celebrant: Bishop Michael Colclough.  

7pm:  Solemn Eucharist 
with Imposition of 
Ashes with the Choir of 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge. 
Celebrant: Fr Alan Gyle 
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Missa quarti toni – Victoria 
Sancta civitas – Byrd 
Versa est in luctum – Lobo 
 
 
 
 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com)  
Acting Assistant Director of Music Adam Mathias 
Music Scholars Michael Koenig (organ) 
& Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org) 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org) 
Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski (adam@spkb.org)  
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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