
 

 

            

 

 

  

 

SW1 POSTCODE LOTTERY 

 

Speaking in Somers Town in inner-city 
North West London this week (that area 
adjacent to St Pancras and Kings Cross), 
one of the candidates for the role of 
leader of the opposition – drew attention 
to the different levels of life-expectancy 
in contrasting areas of London. “In 
Somers Town,” he said, “life expectancy 
is 10 years less than it is just a mile away.” 
It seemed like an astonishing claim – and 
it sent journalists away to fact-check the 
details. Guess to which part of London he 
was referring? 

Well, in fact it is a mile and a half from 
Somers Town to Belgravia, but a glance at 
figures from the Office of National 
Statistics from 2009-13 shows that it is 
indeed true that whereas in Somers 
Town, life expectancy at birth for males in 
the area was 77.5  and for females it was 
81.6, here in Knightsbridge and  Belgravia 
in the same period, life expectancy for 
males at birth was 89.1 and for females it 
was 91.5. This is a tangible measure of 
what often feels to be a somewhat vague 
concept: ‘social justice’, the challenge 
that there is such unequal distribution of 
opportunity, privilege, health, and life-
expectancy in society. That such inequity 
exists within such a tiny area of London is, 
to me, shocking.  

Any analysis of the facts-behind-the-facts  
quickly reveals how complex and multi-
factorial are the causes of the inequity – 
and complex problems are seldom 
susceptible of simple responses and 
solutions. Nor is this (nor should it be) a 
call to any particular political response 
(which we can leave to politicans), still 
less an exercise in ‘guilting’ or shaming 
people (which is always pointless). But as 
a Christian who believes himself to be 
part of the broader Church, and one who 
knows himself through baptism to be part 
of the Body of Christ, I know I cannot be 
indifferent, particularly in light of the 
gospel’s clear bias to the poor and to 
those suffering from injustice and 

 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge 

The Parish Office 
32a Wilton Place 

London SW1X 8SH 
Phone  020 7201 9999 
E-mail  info@spkb.org 

Website 

S E RV I C E  T I M E S   

Sunday 26th January: Patronal 
Fesitval: Conversion of St Paul 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Spatzenmesse K220 – Mozart 
O quam gloriosum -Victoria 
The Guiding Light – Findlay Spence 
 
Monday 27th : Feria  
No services 
 
Tuesday 28th : Thomas Aquinas 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Wednesday 29th : Feria 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
The Wednesday Evening Service 
at 19:00 Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
 
Thursday 30th : King Charles I 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Friday 31st : John Bosco 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Saturday 1st February : Brigid 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
Low Mass at noon (AG) 
 
Sunday 2nd February : Candlemas 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Preacher: Roland Brunner 
Solemn Eucharist at 11:00  
Preacher: Bp Michael Colclough 
Missa Octavi Toni – Hassler 
Maria wallt zum Heiligtum – 
Eccard 
Hodie Beata – Byrd 

 
LEARNING & FAITH AT THE 

CATHEDRAL 
Copies of the spring 
programme of 
learning events at 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
are available at the 
back of church, or 
on the cathedral’s 
website:  
www.stpauls.co.uk. 
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marginalization, and as a Christian Leader, I 
cannot but raise the issue with those who, 
with me, are privileged in so many ways to 
be part of this particular congregation in 
this particular part of town.  

There are always two parts to any challenge 
stemming from privilege. One has to do 
with righting the wrong that creates it in the 
first place (which is for another day, and is 
potentially deeply politically divisive!); the 
other has to do with the question of what 
we do with the advantage that privilege 
brings (which is to say, how do we leverage 
it for good). This latter part seems to be a 
safer place to start!  

I am proud that as a church over the past 
year we have started looking more 
intentionally outwards. I am pleased that 
we are using the space and music we so 
enjoy for the benefit of those living with 
dementia. I am also glad that we have taken 
the first steps in becoming a centre for 
Mental Health First Aid in the community 
and in the wider church in London, and I am 
looking forward to our first formal 
conversations next month about how we 
might help in addressing the challenges of 
the experience of neo-natal death and 
bereavement – and we have already 
started thinking about ways in which our 
music resources can be further used to 
create opportunities for building 
community and connection in a city one of 
whose major challenges is isolation and 
loneliness . These are all good ways of using 
the privilege and opportunity we enjoy for 
the benefit of others.  But I suppose I worry 
that there is so much more we could do, 
and yet don’t. Part of this has to do with the 
limitation of our budget which, no matter 
how creative we are, can only be stretched 
so far.  

The Patronal Festival (with its orchestral 
Mozart Mass and the inevitable popping of 
champagne corks afterwards) is a great 
opportunity to celebrate who we are and 
what God has given us here. It is also be the 
right time to flag up the constant challenge 
to be as generous and outward-looking as 
we possibly can be – and to invite each of 
us to translate gratitude for all God’s 
blessings into generous action in God’s 
world. I know we can all do more. And 
must.  

A very happy Patronal Festival to you all.  

Fr Alan Gyle 

 

http://www.stpauls.co.uk/


 

 

WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming);  
Iago Griffith (Electoral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate). 
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 

  

 
  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

PARISH LUNCH & SUNDAY RECITAL 
Sunday, 2nd February 
Join us for Parish Lunch 
after the 11am Mass on 
Sunday, 2nd February, 
followed by a song 
recital at 2pm given by 
Michael Solomon 
Williams (tenor)  
from the Choir of St Paul’s 
Knightsbridge and pianist John Reid.  
Programme: Winter Words (Britten), 
Allegro Molto from Symphony no. 1 
(Elgar, arr. Farrington), and songs by 
John Ireland.  
 
SONGHAVEN 
Saturday, 15th February at 3:00pm 

 
Join us for our next dementia-friendly 
concert with favourite ensembles from 
the operatic stage, tunes from musicals 
and well-love singalongs, followed by 
afternoon tea. All welcome! A free 
event, put please reserve a place by 
visiting www.spkb.org or calling the 
parish office on 020 7201 9999. 
 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Server: Phil Davies 
Reader: Aidan Linton-Smith 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Deacon: Roland Brunner 
Subdeacon: Robert Thomas 
Reader: Mike Scott 
Intercessor: Melissa Longley 
Hospitality: Jeremy Orlebar  
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden and 
Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may do 
so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the leaders 
of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Fleur Brennan; Frank Faber;  
Raymond Willetts; Anne Prevost;  
Baby Maximus; Victoria Jones;  
Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs; Reg Francis; 
Philippe Romano; Paule Bedford;  
Nicole Lejeune; Stewart Bell;  
Rosemary Gomersall; Sybil Smith,  
Fr Neil Dawson; Roy Stockwell; Mark L-R. 
 
All the recently departed: 
John Klyberg, priest. 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls a this time: 
JANUARY: 
Donald Bertram Harris, priest 20th 
Stan Sherrington 20th 
Richard Thornton 21st 
Thomas Robinson 22nd 
Elisabeth Moorwood 23rd 
Henry Worsley 24th 
William Digby-Seymour 26th 
Eileen Gosse 30th 
Frank Gosse 30th 
Kathleen Cooke 31st 
FEBRUARY: 
Lucinda Knight 1st 
James Ball 5th 
James Moorwood 5th 
Mark Baring 6th 
John Russell Villiers 6th  

 

 
PANCAKE PARTY 
Tuesday 25th February at 6:30pm 
Please join us on Shrove Tuesday 
evening in the Vicarage (32 Wilton 
Place) for the Pancake Party – all 
welcome! 

 
 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday 26th February  

Noon: Low Mass with Imposition of 
Ashes – St Luke’s Chapel 
Celebrant: Bishop Michael Colclough.  

7pm:  Solemn Eucharist 
with Imposition of 
Ashes with the Choir of 
St Paul’s Knightsbridge. 
Celebrant: Fr Alan Gyle 
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Missa quarti toni – Victoria 
Sancta civitas – Byrd 
Versa est in luctum – Lobo 
 
 
 
 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com)  
Acting Assistant Director of Music Adam Mathias 
Music Scholars Michael Koenig (organ) 
& Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org) 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org) 
Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski (adam@spkb.org)  
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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