
 

 

            

 

 

  

 

THEY WERE FOLLOWING A 
STAR… 

 
A lovely story for Epiphanytide. Meet 17-
year-old Wolf Cukier. Wolf, who is at High 
School in Scarsdale, New York, was one of 
a handful of pupils to be awarded a two 
month internship at the NASA Goddard 
Space Flight Center [sic] in Maryland just 
outside Washington last summer. 
Charged (having made the tea, as all good 
interns have to) with looking at data from 
TESS, NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey 
Satellite - a space telescope that looks for 
planets outside of our solar system – Wolf 
spotted an anomaly in the brightness of a 
star. Might it, he wondered, be explained 
by something passing in front of it? He 
took the findings to his supervisor, who 
immediately engaged other deep space 
experts, and lo and behold, Wolf had 
discovered a new planet, some 6 and a bit 
times larger than Earth, 1,300 light years 
away from us. Having confirmed Wolf’s 
discovery, NASA announced it this week – 
and revealed the planet’s name: TOI 1338 
B – a prosaic rather than a romantic or 
evocative name, but nonetheless the 
name of an entirely new world. All of this 
aged 17. 

This week at the Wednesday Evening 
Service, we explored, briefly, the theme 
of vocation, spurred on to do so by the 
story of the call of Samuel in 1 Samuel 3. 
From this story of ‘call’ (the voice in the 
night) comes the idea of our call – or, 
from the Latin, our ‘vocation’ – namely 
our response to God’s initiative in giving 
us our particular bundle of skills, abilities 
and passions.  If only discerning God’s call 
were as simple as listening for a still small 
voice in the night! People who hear 
voices are, largely, in psychiatric wards. 
The story of Samuel is not history, it is a 
story – and we need to read it as such. 
‘Listening’ is important – making time and 
space to attend to what God might be 
telling us, not in voices but through our 
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S E RV I C E  T I M E S   

Sunday 19th January: 
Second Sunday of Epiphany 
Family Mass at 09:00 (VS) 
Solemn Eucharist with at 11:00  
Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Missa Brevis – Langlais 
Dir, o schönste Himmelsblüte – 
Reger  
Tantum ergo - Fauré 
 
Monday 20th : Richard Rolle  
No services 
 
Tuesday 21st : Agnes 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Wednesday 22nd :  
Vincent of Saragossa 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
The Wednesday Evening Service 
at 19:00 Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
Thursday 23rd : Feria  
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Friday 24th : Francis de Sales 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
 
Saturday 25th :  
Conversion of St Paul 
Morning Prayer at 9:00 
Low Mass at noon (AG) 
 
Sunday 26th January: Patronal 
Fesitval: Conversion of St Paul 
Family Mass at 09:00 (AG) 
Solemn Eucharist with at 11:00  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Spatzenmesse K220 – Mozart 
O quam gloriosum -Victoria 
The Guiding Light – Findlay Spence 

 
Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity – 18-25 January 
 
This year’s resources for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity have 
been prepared by the churches of 
Malta and can be downloaded 
from www.ctbi.org.uk.  
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giftedness and our opportunity. Vocation 
has something to do with the overlap of the 
needs of the world and our abilities – and is 
the place where our skills and passions 
come together. What, I asked the 
congregation, is your vocation? And what, 
importantly, is your vocation now. There is 
no guarantee that things haven’t shifted in 
our lives and that what it was we felt called 
to 10 years ago is no longer ‘the thing.’ 
Vocational discernment is a continuous 
process, I suggested. 

Afterwards, it was interesting to hear from 
several of the ‘older’ members of the 
congregation that their sense of vocation 
had to do, still, with the [former] world of 
work; it was as if older age and retirement 
meant that vocation was no longer a 
current topic and that they were defined, to 
an extent, by what they had been rather 
than by anything going on now. Now, 
ageism is commonly understood to be a 
prejudice that means that people of one 
age group  make assumptions about the 
ability and potential people of another age 
group – but internalised ageism is when we 
make judgements about our own age 
group, and it can be just as pernicious.  

By and large, people like 17 year old Wolf 
from Scarsdale New York think of 
themselves and are thought to be too 
young to make any meaningful contribution 
– but there he was, discovering a new 
planet! People who are well into retirement 
are sometimes written off as being simple 
‘old’: but this too is profoundly unhelpful. 
What new things might any of us do, or 
achieve or create at any stage in life? 

Age is only a number. God’s precious gift of 
life is what we make it into. What might 
your vocation be now, and what might it be  
in the future?  

Fr Alan Gyle  

Details of Wolf Cukier’s discovery can be found on the 
NASA website: www.nasa.gov  

DR STEPHEN FARR 

Congratulations to Stephen Farr on his 
appointment as Director of Music for All 
Saints Margaret Street, London W1. Stevie 
will leave us at Easter. There will be an 
opportunity for members of the 
congregation to express their gratitude to 
him for his 11 years here in due course.  

 

 

http://www.spkb.org/
http://www.ctbi.org.uk/
http://www.nasa.gov/


 

 

WHO’S WHO at ST PAUL’S? 
 

THE CLERGY                                                                                 LICENSED LAY MINISTER 

 
A priest is available before or after services for confession and spiritual guidance, and also by 
appointment. A member of the parish clergy is always available in pastoral emergencies and we will be 
glad to be contacted at whatever hour, seven days a week; however, as a general rule, Fr Alan is 
unavailable on Mondays. 

 
LAY OFFICERS 

 
The Deputy Churchwardens & their responsibilities: 
Virginia Craven (Children’s Advocacy); Caroline Docker (Hospitality); Gardenia Griffith (Welcoming);  
Iago Griffith (Electoral Roll Officer & Incorporation); David Hayton (Safeguarding); Steven Hicks (Archives); 
Aidan Linton-Smith (Family Mass); Tom Tull (Wednesday evenings); Sarah Tytherleigh (Vestments, fabric 
& plate). 
 

 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 
 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 

  

 
  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
Sunday, 26th January 
Join us to celebrate the festival of the 
Conversion of St Paul, our patron: 
9:00am – Family Mass 
Celebrant & preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
 
11:00am – Festal Orchestral Mass  
The Choir of St Paul’s Knightsbridge 
with instrumentalists from The Royal 
College of Music: 
Spatzenmesse – Mozart 
O quam gloriosum – Victoria 
The Guiding Light – Findlay Spence 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 

 
Followed by a reception 

 

 
 

Who is doing what this 
Sunday? 
 
The Family Mass at 09:00 
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Server: Robert Thomas 
 
The Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 
Celebrant: Bp Michael Colclough 
Deacon & preacher: Fr Victor Stock 
Subdeacon: Phil Davies 
Reader: Claudio Cornini 
Intercessor: Molly Bartle 
Hospitality: Louise Nixon  
 

For your prayers 
 
We pray this week for: 
Sarah, Bishop of London; Lorna Gradden and 
Rob Clouston, our Churchwardens;  
our staff team;  
our Sister and Partner Parishes, St Paul’s K-
Street in Washington DC and All Saints, 
Nhamavilah, Mozambique;  
 

Those who lead the church that they may do 
so with integrity, and we pray for the 
constant renewal of the church.  
 

The Queen and her government; the leaders 
of the nations. 
 
 

Among the sick and those in need: 
Fleur Brennan; Frank Faber;  
Raymond Willetts; Anne Prevost;  
Baby Maximus; Victoria Jones;  
Maya Habboush; Sall Allen; David Eckland; 
Nicky Lindsay; Penny Higgs; Reg Francis; 
Philippe Romano; Paule Bedford;  
Nicole Lejeune; Stewart Bell;  
Rosemary Gomersall; Sybil Smith,  
Fr Neil Dawson; Roy Stockwell; Mark L-R. 
 
All the recently departed: 
Tessa Murphy. 
 
And we pray for those whose year’s mind  
falls a this time: 
 
JANUARY: 
Kurt Hoxter 11th 
Dick Bilborough 11th 
Christopher Courtauld, priest 11th 
James Longcroft 13th 
Marjorie Garrett 13th 
Shauna Gosling 14th 
Arthur Stuart Duncan-Jones, priest 19th  
Donald Bertram Harris, priest 20th 
Stan Sherrington 20th 
Richard Thornton 21st 
Thomas Robinson 22nd 
Elisabeth Moorwood 23rd 
Henry Worsley 24th 
 

 

LEARNING & FAITH AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 
Copies of the spring 
programme of 
learning events at 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
are available at the 
back of church, or 
on the cathedral’s 
website:  
www.stpauls.co.uk.  

 
THE BELGRAVIA AWARDS! 
Congratulations to Fr Alan on winning 
the ‘Local Hero’ award for his work in 
the community at the Belgravia 
Awards on Thursday evening. Below 
he is pictured with fellow prize-
winners and neighbours Tony 
Whitehead (landlord of the Grenadier 
pub) and Knut Wylde (General 
Manager of The Berkeley).  
 

 
 

 

(l-r) The Vicar Fr Alan Gyle 
(alan@spkb.org);  
Honorary Assistant Clergy 
Bishop Michael Colclough; 
Fr Victor Stock. 
 

(l-r)  Churchwardens: Lorna Gradden &  
Robert Clouston (wardens@spkb.org)  
Treasurer: Noel Craven  
Safeguarding officer: David Hayton 
 

(l-r)  Director of Music Dr Stephen Farr 
(sforganist@gmail.com)  
Acting Assistant Director of Music Adam Mathias 
Music Scholars Michael Koenig (organ) 
& Findlay Spence (‘cello and composition) 
 

(l-r) Vicar’s PA: Felicity Cranfield (felicity@spkb.org) 
Head of Future Programmes: Phil Davies (phil@spkb.org) 
Caretaker: Adam Modzelewski (adam@spkb.org)  
 

Roland 
Brunner 
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