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Information for visitors/worshippers 

 
The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-19 
- a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your sense 
of smell or taste. 
 
We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
2. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
3. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), before 
4. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
 
When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming  up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace system, we need to keep a simple 
record of who has attended church services, and so a warden may ask for your 
name and contact number. Your attendance information will be stored securely 
and destroyed after 21 days.   

 
 

The cantor is Eleanor Ross, Soprano. 

The organ is played by Charles Andrews. 
 

Cover image: 
The miracle of the loaves and fishes 

Tintoretto, c.1545-50 
The Met, New York 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 

The Introductory Rite 

 
Before the service, the organist plays: 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Kyrie Gott, heiliger Geist BWV 671 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
All stand when the server and priests enter. 

 
THE GREETING 

  
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you  
and with thy spirit.  

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Almighty God,  
unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy name;  
through Christ, our Lord.   
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The Celebrant says: 
God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
All kneel.  
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of 
life to the glory of thy name.    
Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.  
 

KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord have mercy,   Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
 
All stand. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God, the 
Father almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten son, Jesus Christ: O Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou 
only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art the most high, in the glory of 
God the Father.  
Amen. 

 
All remain standing. 
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THE COLLECT 
Let us pray. 
 

O almighty Lord and everlasting God, 
vouchsafe, we beseech thee, 
to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies 
in the ways of thy laws and in the works of thy commandments, 
that through thy most mighty protection, 
both here and ever, 
we may be preserved in body and soul; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

All sit. 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
THE FIRST READING 

Isaiah 55: 1-5 
 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  
 

Everyone who thirsts, 
   come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples. 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for he has glorified you. 

 
At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALMODY 
 
R: The Lord is gracious, and merciful. 
The Lord is gracious, and merciful : 
 long-suffering, and of great goodness. 
The Lord is loving unto every man : 
 and his mercy is over all his works. R: 
The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord : 
 and thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest thine hand : 
 and fillest all things living with plenteousness. R: 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways : 
 and holy in all his works. 
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him : 
 yea, all such as call upon him faithfully. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him : 
 he also will hear their cry, and will help them. R: 
The Lord preserveth all them that love him : 
 but scattereth abroad all the ungodly. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 
 and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever. R: 

 
from Psalm 145 

 
CHORALE PRELUDE 

 
Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ BWV 639 

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 

All stand. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
We do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.  
Alleluia.  
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THE GOSPEL READING 

 
The Lord be with you      
and with thy spirit. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

When Jesus heard that Herod had beheaded John the Baptist, he withdrew 
in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go 
away; you give them something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing 
here but five loaves and two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ 
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the 
broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five 
thousand men, besides women and children.  

Matthew 14: 13-21 

At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
The Reverend Alan Gyle 

Vicar 
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THE CREED 
 

The Celebrant says: 
Let us make affirmation of our faith. 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten son of God, 
begotten of his father before all worlds, 
God of God, light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,  who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The Celebrant introduces the prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 

All kneel. Either of the following responses may be used: 

Lord in thy mercy   or Lord, hear us   
hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the departed, these words may be used: 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 
 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen.  

 

All sit. 

 

THE NOTICES 
 

 
THE PEACE 

The Celebrant says: 

Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake. 
 
All sit. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
THE OFFERTORY 

The cantor sings: 
Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo. 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my saviour. 

Luke 1: 47 
from Magnificat BWV 243 – J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
 
The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high, and sending forth through him thy 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and 
saying:  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory.  Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.   
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE FRACTION 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
grant us thy peace.  
 

THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
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The cantor sings: 
Tecum principium in die virtutis tuae splendoribus sanctorum. 
Ex utero ante luciferum genui te. 
 
In the day of thy power shall the people offer thee free-will offerings with  
an holy worship. The dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning. 
 

Psalm 110: 3 
from Dixit Dominus HWV 232 – G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 

 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Let us pray. 
All kneel. 
 
Strengthen for service, Lord, 
the hands that have taken holy things; 
may the ears which have heard thy word 
be deaf to clamour and dispute; 
may the tongues which have sung thy praise be free from deceit; 
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of thy love 
shine with the light of hope; 
and may the bodies which have been fed with thy body 
be refreshed with the fullness of thy life; 
glory be to thee for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us  
with the body and blood of thy Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit  
to live and work to thy praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 
All stand. 
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The Concluding Rite 

 
THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

 

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you     
and with thy spirit. 
 
The God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith;  
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
All remain standing as the server and priests depart. 

 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Fugue on the Magnificat BWV 733 
J.S. Bach (1685–1750) 

 
Please take this order of service away with you,  

or place in the recycling bin as you leave the church. 
 

NOTES ON THE READINGS 

 
Isaiah 55: 1-5 

This book can be divided into two (and possibly three) parts. Chapters 1 to 39 were 
written before the exile, from about 740 BC to about 700 BC. These were difficult 
times for the southern kingdom, Judah: a disastrous war was fought with Syria; the 
Assyrians conquered Israel, the northern kingdom, in 723 BC, and threatened Judah. 
Isaiah saw the cause of these events as social injustice, which he condemned, and 
against which he fought valiantly. Chapters 40 to 66 were written during and after 
the Exile in Babylon. They are filled with a message of trust and confident hope that 
God will soon end the Exile. Some scholars consider that Chapters 56 to 66 form a 
third part of the book, written after the return to the Promised Land. These chapters 
speak of hope and despair; they berate the people for their sin, for worshipping other 
gods. Like Second Isaiah, this part speaks of the hope that God will soon restore 
Jerusalem to its former glory and make a new home for all peoples.  
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This chapter concludes a section of the book called Second Isaiah by many scholars. It 
was written during the Exile, after the fall of Babylon to the Persians. This section 
began with Chapter 40, and key themes presented there are repeated here: the way of 
the Lord, calling the people to enjoy God’s gifts, a new deliverance, the word of the 
Lord, the king, heaven and earth, God’s relationship with Israel, forgiveness, and the 
participation of other nations. 

Vv. 1-3 invite all who thirst for God (even the impoverished) to join in his freely-given 
banquet at the end of time. The meal symbolizes God’s love, his abundance. Recall 
other banquets: 

  in Egypt, after a plague killed every first-born son but passed over (did not afflict) 
Israelite sons; and 

  after Moses received the Law on Mount Sinai. 

Here the banquet is for “everyone”. The food is both invaluable (“without price”) 
and cannot be bought (“without money”). God made an “everlasting covenant” (v. 3) 
with David, making him a great leader and guaranteeing him an enduring line of 
successors; now this greatness is transferred to Israel (“you”), so that they “may 
live”, i.e. see the promises of long ago fulfilled now and in the future. Now nations 
who neither know Israel nor are known to her will come seeking Israel’s “LORD ” 
(v. 5).  

 
Matthew 14: 13-21 
This gospel is the first in the New Testament, but it was probably the second to be 
written. Scholars recognize that it borrows material from Mark, and from a sayings 
source containing sayings of Jesus and known as Q (for Quelle, German for source). 
The author shows an understanding of Jewish culture and religion not found in the 
other gospels. It was probably written about 60 to 70 AD, possibly for a largely Jewish 
audience. 

Matthew has told us of the beheading of John the Baptist – killed because he 
denounced Herod Antipas’ marriage to his brother Philip’s wife when Philip was 
still alive (a violation of Jewish law). 

This is a story of a miracle, but which miracle? The obvious answer is the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes, but there is perhaps another miracle here. 
Matthew places this story in a section of the gospel about training the disciples for 
their mission, so perhaps Jesus is teaching them about what they can do. (A peasant 
in Palestine, then and now, travelled with food.) Jesus says to his disciples “you give 
them something to eat” (v. 16). He is saying: you have the resources to solve this 
problem! Take the initiative! Be leaders! 

In v. 19, we have a reminder of the Last Supper, the eucharistic feast, and of the 
messianic feast at the end of time. Jesus takes bread, recognizes it as the Father's gift 
(“looked up to heaven”), blesses it, breaks it, and gives it, distributes it. Then, in v. 20, 
we see another level to the story. The disciples get everyone to work together to a 
common purpose. All are “filled” and much is left over: a basket for each disciple. 
Each of them has a mission to perform, one of telling the good news of the infinite 
abundance of God's love, which all can eat. 

  

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Isaiah+40
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Isaiah+55%3A1-3
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Isaiah+55%3A3
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Isaiah+55%3A5
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Matthew+14%3A16
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Matthew+14%3A19
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Matthew+14%3A20
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St Paul’s Knightsbridge maintains a regular professional choir of eight and the 

services of both a Direct and Assistant Director of Music. The organ is by Henry 

Willis & Sons and dates from 1888.   In normal times, the musical repertoire, Sunday 

by Sunday, is diverse and often boldly ambitious: at the Solemn Mass at 11 am there 

is always a choral mass setting and two seasonal anthems, one at the Offertory and 

the other during Communion. Full details of the music for each week – along with a 

programme note – is published in the service paper.  The musicians also sing and 

play for weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorial services at the church. 

 

During the immediate post-COVID period, one member of the choir will sing as 

cantor each week until the full choir can sing again.  

 

St Paul’s Knightsbridge is grateful to The Berkeley Hotel for its generous 

 and neighbourly support of the music. 
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and any waste paper will be recycled. 
 
 
 

www.spkb.org 


