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Information for visitors/worshippers 

 
The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-19 
- a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your sense 
of smell or taste. 
 
We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Wearing a face covering during your time in the building; 
2. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
3. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
4. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), before 
5. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
 
When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace system, we need to keep a simple 
record of who has attended church services, and so a warden may ask for your 
name and contact number. Your attendance information will be stored securely 
and destroyed after 21 days.   

 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
The Forerunners of Christ with Saints and Martyrs 

from the Fiesole San Domenico Altarpiece by Fra Angelico (1395-1455) 
The National Gallery, London 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 

The Introductory Rite 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 

played by Michael Koenig 
 

Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 610 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
All stand when the server and clergy enter. 

 
 

THE GREETING 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you  
and with thy spirit.  

 
 

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Almighty God,  
unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy name;  
through Christ, our Lord.   
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The Celebrant says: 
Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,  
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,  
looking to Jesus Christ in penitence and faith,  
making our confession to Almighty God. 
 
All kneel.  
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of 
life to the glory of thy name.   
Amen. 

The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.  

KYRIE ELEISON 

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
 
All stand. After the intonation of Gloria in Excelsis Deo all sit, taking their lead 
from the Celebrant. The choir sings: 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks 
to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God, the Father 
almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten son, Jesus Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of 
God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art the most high, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Communion Service in F – Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

 

All stand when the Celebrant stands.  
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THE COLLECT 
Let us pray. 

O Almighty God,  
who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship  
in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord;  
grant us grace so to follow thy blessed saints  
in all virtuous and godly living,  
that we may come to those inexpressible joys  
which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly love thee; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,  
who liveth and reigneth with thee,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

All sit. 
The Liturgy of the Word 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the first letter of John. 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have 
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

1 John 3: 1-3 

At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The choir sings: 

THE PSALMODY 

I will alway give thanks unto the Lord : 
 his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : 
 the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
O praise the Lord with me : 
 and let us magnify his Name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he heard me : 
 yea, he delivered me out of all my fear. 
They had an eye unto him, and were lightened : 
 and their faces were not ashamed. 
Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him : 
 yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles. 
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The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him : 
 and delivereth them. 
O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is : 
 blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints : 
 for they that fear him lack nothing. 
The lions do lack, and suffer hunger : 
 but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that is good. 

Psalm 34: 1-10 

All stand. 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation, God’s own people,  
called out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Alleluia.  

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you      
and with thy spirit. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.’ 

Matthew 5: 1-12 

At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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THE SERMON 

The Reverend Luigi Gioia 
Associate Priest 

 

 

THE CREED 
 

The Celebrant says: 
Let us make affirmation of our faith. 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten son of God, 
begotten of his father before all worlds, 
God of God, light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,   
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

  



8 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The Celebrant introduces the prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 

All kneel. Either of the following responses may be used: 

Lord in thy mercy   or Lord, hear us   
hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the departed, these words may be used: 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 
 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen.  

 

All sit. 

 

THE NOTICES 

 

 

THE PEACE 
The Celebrant says: 

We are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God, 
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace 
to those who were far off and those who were near. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake. 
 
All sit. 

  



9 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

The choir sings: 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea. 

And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away.” 
 
 
Edgar Bainton (1880-1956) Revelation 21 vv. 1–4 
 
 
The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer.  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high, and sending forth through him thy 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 

And now we give thee thanks  
for the glorious pledge of the hope of our calling  
which thou hast given us in thy saints;  
that, following their example and strengthened by their fellowship,  
we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us,  
and with them receive the unfading crown of glory. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and 
saying:  

The Choir sings: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Communion Service in F – Harold Darke (1888-1976) 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.   
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
THE FRACTION 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
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The choir sings: 

AGNUS DEI 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
grant us thy peace. 

Communion Service in F – Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 
 

Salve, Regina, Mater misericordiæ, 
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamamus exsules filii Hevæ, 
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes 
in hac lacrimarum valle. 
Eia, ergo, advocata nostra, illos tuos 
misericordes oculos ad nos converte; 
Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, 
nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. 
O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria. 
 
O, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, 
Hail our life, our sweetness and our hope. 
To thee do we cry, 
Poor banished children of Eve; 
To thee do we send up our sighs, 
Mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 
Turn then, most gracious advocate, 
Thine eyes of mercy toward us; 
And after this our exile, 
Show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, 
O sweet Virgin Mary. 
 
 
Francis Poulenc (1899–1963) Words from one of the four Breviary anthems 
 of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Let us pray. 
All kneel.  
 
O God,  
the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: 
grant that we, who have shared at this table 
as strangers and pilgrims here on earth, 
may with all thy saints 
be welcomed to the heavenly feast 
in the day of thy kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us   
with the body and blood of thy Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit  
to live and work to thy praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 
All stand. 
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The Concluding Rite 

 
THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

 

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you     
and with thy spirit. 
 
God, who has prepared for us a city  
with eternal foundations, 
give you grace to share the inheritance  
of the saints in glory; 
 and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
All remain standing as the server and clergy depart. 

 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
played by Michael Koenig 

 
Prelude in C Minor, BWV 546 

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 

Please take this order of service away with you,  
or place in the recycling bin as you leave the church.  
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NOTES ON THE READINGS 

 
1 John 3 

Today’s reading from the epistle provides a word about now and then. The author of 
his "letters" is very honest about what we know and what we do not know. And the 
truth is, we do not know very much about then. From the beginning of the Church, 
books have been written about what heaven looks like, or how to get along with 
angels, or the Five People You Will Meet in Heaven.   For the most part they do no 
harm, but they lack St. John's honest reticence: "What we will be has not yet been 
revealed." That is exactly what we don't know. 

Here is what we do know now. "See what love the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God" (1 John 3:1). 

We do not know for sure what God gives us at the end of life and what God gives 
those we love. But we do know for sure what God has given us now: astonishing 
love−love that makes us God's own children. 

And having loved us to the end, surely we can believe that God loves us beyond the 
end as well. 

We get Christian hope confused when we think that our hope is based on now nice 
we are, or how well we behave, or on some hidden piece of us called "the soul" that 
will survive through death and destruction. 

We come closer to Christian hope when we contemplate the love of God that has 
made us and those we love, which is strong enough to keep us with God even in the 
face of death. 

Our text contains is about hoping and seeing. Saint John promises in his epistle, 
"Beloved, what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed ... we will see him as he is" (1 John 3:2). 

The verse echoes Paul in 1 Corinthians 13: "For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then we will see face to face" (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

The epistle brings the two promises together to make it clear what we shall see face 
to face and whom we shall see. We will see God. 

 
Matthew 5.1-12 
Jesus ascends a mountain in Galilee where he speaks to his “disciples”, his followers, 
in the Sermon on the Mount – but the “crowds” hear too. He speaks of the new era 
he has come to initiate. Verses 3-12 are known as the Beatitudes, from the Latin for 
blessed. To be “blessed” is to be happy. All the qualities are expected of the faithful, 
for the consequence is the same: they will enjoy God’s end-time rule. In fact, the 
Kingdom has already begun, but it not yet completed. They will attain (and are 
attaining) eternal life. 
 
The “poor in spirit” (v. 3) are probably detached from wealth and dependant on God 
alone. Those who “mourn” (v. 4) the reign of evil forces on earth will be “comforted” 
and strengthened in the Kingdom. The “meek” (v. 5), people who do not press for 
personal advantage, will share in God’s rule. Those who “hunger” (v. 6, who 
ardently pursue God’s will and purpose for his people), and do so single-mindedly 
and sincerely, “the pure in heart” (v. 8), will come to know God intimately (“see 
God”). The “merciful” (v. 7) are those who pardon and love others (especially the 
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poor). The “peacemakers” (v. 9), those who seek shalom, the total state of well-being 
God provides through Christ, “will be called children of God”, for they share in 
God’s work. Finally vv. 10-12: those spreading the good news, striving to reconcile 
the world to God, will be persecuted because of the message they carry (as were the 
Old Testament “prophets”). They too should “rejoice and be glad” for God will 
reward them. Jesus tells his audience that the values for admission to the Kingdom 
are the reverse of those valued by materialists. 
 

NOTES ON THE MUSIC 
 

Communion Service in F Major - Darke 

In a nutshell 

The Communion Service in F by Harold E. Darke (1888 – 1976) is one of the most-
performed Mass settings by a 20th-century composer, written during the interwar 
years. The composition adopts a tonality based on church modes (as opposed to 
conventional major or minor keys), thus evoking a allegiance to a distant past, whilst 
the use of a wide dynamic range in the choir parts and a dramatic treatment of the 
organ affirm that the composer was equally rooted in modernity. 

The composer and his style 

Harold Darke was born in Highbury, London in 1888. At age fourteen, he entered the 
Royal College of Music in London and studied organ with Walter Parratt and 
composition with Charles Villiers Stanford. In 1916, Harold Darke became the 
organist at St Michael’s Cornhill in London, a position he held for fifty years until 
1966. During the Second World War, Darke also served as the acting Organist and 
Director of Music at King’s College Cambridge, substituting for Boris Ord. 

Once Darke had taken over at St Michael’s Cornhill in 1916, he initiated a Monday 
lunchtime recital series. The series is still in existence and is believed to be the 
longest-running lunchtime organ recital series in the world. Darke himself played 
1,833 concerts, which also included the complete organ works of J. S. Bach. In 1919, as 
‘an expression of thankfulness for victory’ in the First World War, Darke also 
founded the St Michael’s Singers. With them, he not only performed the well-
established choral repertoire, such as an annual Bach’s St John Passion, but also 
promoted new works by then relatively unknown composers, among them George 
Dyson and Ralph Vaughan-Williams. Furthermore, Darke taught as a professor at 
the Royal College of Music from 1916 until 1969. For his achievements as a 
performer, conductor, composer and teacher, Harold Darke was awarded an 
honorary MA from Cambridge University, as well as a DMus from Oxford 
University. He was also appointed a CBE. Harold Darke died in Cambridge in 1976. 

Darke’s compositions mainly consist of organ and choral music, and his style has 
been described as solemn and sober, influenced by Parry, Elgar, and Walford Davies. 
Darke’s arguably most famous work is a setting of the Christina Rosetti poem In the 
bleak midwinter from 1911, a composition significantly different and slightly more 
complex than the equally well-known hymn-like setting of the same words by 
Gustav Holst from 1909. 

The work 

Today’s Communion Service in F, Op. 33 is one of three mass settings by Harold 
Darke, all of which are written for choir and organ following the English words of 
the Book of Common Prayer. The Communion Service in F was published in 1926 and 
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is dedicated to the then rector of St Michael’s Cornhill, John H. Ellison, MVO. 
Originally, the work did not contain a Kyrie, thus, Darke added a ‘nine-fold’ Kyrie 
setting for unaccompanied choir in 1954. The texture of the movements is largely 
homophonic with occasional use of solo voices, accompanied by the organ. It is said 
that the Communion Service in F somewhat pays tribute to Tudor composers and to 
Henry Purcell. Gwilym Beechey writes: ‘The influence of 16th-century music may be 
felt…by the appearance of the music on the page. Most of it is in 4/2, with a Sanctus 
in 6/2 (with dotted breves), and the Gloria even has a passage in 3/1!’ 

 

And I saw a new heaven – Bainton 

Edgar Bainton (1880-1956) was a pupil of Charles Villiers Stanford at the Royal 
College of Music. After graduating from the RCM, Bainton spent much of his life in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne as a teacher and principal at the Conservatoire. In recognition 
of his work and influence, and prior to him leaving England to take up the 
appointment as director of the New South Wales State Conservatorium in Sydney, 
the University of Durham awarded him the degree of DMus honoris causa and he 
was also elected a Fellow of the Royal College of Music. Although somewhat ignored 
as a composer in England, Bainton did have some success with his operas in 
Australia. William McVicker notes that the anthem And I saw a new heaven is ‘typical 
of Bainton’s work in that he was attracted to late-romantic harmony without 
indulging in the folksong-influenced modal harmonies which characterize much of 
the music of his English contemporaries such as Vaughan Williams.’ 

 

Salve Regina – Poulenc 

Francis Poulenc (1899 – 1963) is one of the most intriguing and multi-facetted French 
composers of the first half of the 20th century. The son of a rich industrial, he was not 
allowed to undergo formal training as a musician. Nevertheless, largely self-taught, 
Poulenc was able to become a prolific composer by the 1920s. A member of Les Six, a 
group of six young composers (among them Arthur Honegger, the composer of the 
oratorio Le Roi David, and Georges Auric, the composer of the music to the 1953 film 
Roman Holiday with Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck), Poulenc came to fame with 
light-hearted, at times even frivolous music. Following the death of a friend in 1936, 
Poulenc experienced a religious conversion, which also led to the composition of a 
number of sacred choral works, among them the Salve Regina. Martin Ennis notes 
that ‘like most of Poulenc’s music for unaccompanied choir, Salve Regina springs 
from the period of renewed faith that followed the crisis of 1936; it dates from 1941, a 
dark time for both France and Poulenc who, as a homosexual with sympathies for 
banned composers, was viewed with suspicion by the Nazis.’ The Salve Regina is 
entirely homophonic, using mostly conventional major and minor triads. Poulenc’s 
particular chord progressions, however, make allusions to Orthodox church music 
and to the choral works by Igor Stravinsky. 

 

Prelude in C minor – Bach 

The prelude in C Minor BWV 546 is one of Bach’s most monumental organ works. 
Even though no autograph copy of the composition is preserved and the exact year 
of composition is difficult to determine, the architectural characteristics and the 
sophisticated contrapuntal treatment of the voices suggest that the prelude is a work 
of Bach’s most mature period. Like a motet for double choir, the piece begins with a 
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dialogue of dramatic exclamations between the higher and the lower registers of the 
keyboard. From this opening statement, an elaborate ritornello unfolds, repeated 
verbatim at the end of the prelude like the ritornellos in Vivaldi’s concerti. Between 
these two ritornellos, also like in an Italian concerto, episodes are alternating with 
brief excerpts from the ritornello, thereby visiting several adjacent keys. Bach clearly 
differs from the Italian models by conceiving his episodes as fugal expositions of the 
highest mastery. These episodes use a stately, linear melody as their subject and are 
complemented by the expansive melodic garlands of the countersubject, thus 
creating a sense of heightened musical density and consistency. By adhering to the 
practice of alternating homophonic and contrapuntal sections in a prelude, Bach pays 
tribute to earlier composers for the organ, most notably to Dietrich Buxtehude (1637 – 
1707). 
 

Music notes by Michael Koenig 
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St Paul’s Knightsbridge maintains a regular professional choir of eight and the 

services of both a Direct and Assistant Director of Music. The organ is by Henry 

Willis & Sons and dates from 1888. The musical repertoire, Sunday by Sunday, is 

diverse and often boldly ambitious: at the Solemn Mass at 11 am there is always a 

choral mass setting and two seasonal anthems, one at the Offertory and the other 

during Communion. Full details of the music for each week – along with a 

programme note – is published in the service paper.  The musicians also sing and 

play for weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorial services at the church. 
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 and neighbourly support of the music. 
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