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Information for visitors/worshippers 

 
The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-19 
- a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your sense 
of smell or taste. 
 
We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Wearing a face covering during your time in the building; 
2. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
3. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
4. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), before 
5. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
 
When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming  up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace system, we need to keep a simple 
record of who has attended church services, and so a warden may ask for your 
name and contact number. Your attendance information will be stored securely 
and destroyed after 21 days.   

 
 
 

Cover image: 
St Luke, as depicted in the head-piece of  
an Armenian Gospel manuscript (1609) 

Bodleian Library, Oxford 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 

The Introductory Rite 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 

played by Michael Koenig 
 

Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
All stand when the server and clergy enter. 

 
THE GREETING 

  
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you  
and with thy spirit.  

 
 

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Almighty God,  
unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy name;  
through Christ, our Lord.   
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The Celebrant says: 

We run the race set before us,  
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 
Therefore let us lay aside every weight,  
and the sin which clings so closely,  
bringing them to Jesus in penitence and faith. 
 
All kneel.  
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of 
life to the glory of thy name.   
Amen. 

The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.  

KYRIE ELEISON 

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
All stand. After the intonation of Gloria in Excelsis Deo all sit, taking their lead 
from the Celebrant. The choir sings: 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. Gratias agimus 
tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus Pater 
omnipotens, Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Filius Patris. Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. Qui tollis peccata 
mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Dominus. Tu solus 
altissimus, Jesu Christe cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We praise thee, 
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God, the Father almighty. O Lord, the only-
begotten son, Jesus Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of 
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O 
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art the most high, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Mass for five voices – William Byrd (1540-1623) 
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All stand when the Celebrant stands.  

THE COLLECT 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, 
who calledst Luke the physician, 
whose praise is in the gospel, 
to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: 
may it please thee that, 
by the wholesome medicines of the doctrine delivered by him, 
all the diseases of our souls may be healed; 
through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

All sit. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees.  
 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’  
 
 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert. 

Isaiah 35: 3-6 

At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The choir sings: 
THE PSALMODY 

 
Praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto our God : 
 yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful. 
The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : 
 and gather together the out-casts of Israel. 
He healeth those that are broken in heart : 
 and giveth medicine to heal their sickness. 
He telleth the number of the stars : 
 and calleth them all by their names. 
Great is our Lord, and great is his power : 
 yea, and his wisdom is infinite. 
The Lord setteth up the meek : 
 and bringeth the ungodly down to the ground. 
O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving : 
 sing praises upon the harp unto our God. 

Psalm 147: 1-7 

All stand. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I do not call you servants but friends,  
because I have made known to you everything  
that I have heard from my Father.   
Alleluia.  

 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

 
The Lord be with you      
and with thy spirit. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I 
am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no 
bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, 
first say, “Peace to this house!” And if anyone is there who shares in peace, 
your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain 
in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the 
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labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 
Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 
before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of 
God has come near to you.” ’ 

 
Luke 10: 1-9 

At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 
 
 

THE SERMON 

The Reverend Alan Gyle 
Vicar 

 

 

THE CREED 
 

The Celebrant says: 
Let us make affirmation of our faith. 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten son of God, 
begotten of his father before all worlds, 
God of God, light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,  who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

The Celebrant introduces the prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 

All kneel. Either of the following responses may be used: 

Lord in thy mercy   or Lord, hear us   
hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the departed, these words may be used: 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 
 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen.  

 

All sit. 

 

 

THE NOTICES 
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THE PEACE 
The Celebrant says: 

May the God of peace sanctify you:  
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness  
that you may be blameless before him  
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake. 
 
All sit. 
 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

The choir sings: 

Cantate Domino canticum novum, 
Cantate et benedicite nomini ejus:  
Quia mirabilia fecit. 
Cantate et exultate et psallite 
in cythara et voce psalmi: 
Quia mirabilia fecit. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
Sing and give praise to his name: 
for he has done marvellous deeds. 
Sing and exult and praise. 
in songs with the harp and the voice: 
for he has done marvellous deeds. 

 
 
Claudio Monteverdi (1567 – 1643) Words from Psalms 96 and 98 
 
 
The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer.  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high, and sending forth through him thy 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 

And now we give thee thanks  
that thy glory is revealed in Luke and all the saints.  
In their lives thou hast given us an example of faithfulness to Christ. 
In their holiness we find encouragement and hope.  
In our communion with them we share the unity of thy kingdom. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and 
saying:  

The Choir sings: 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua, Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  Glory be 
to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass for five voices – William Byrd (1540-1623) 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.   
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 

THE FRACTION 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 
 

THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
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The choir sings: 
AGNUS DEI 

 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 
Mass for five voices – William Byrd (1540-1623) 

 
COMMUNION ANTHEM 

 
Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten. 
Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht, 
der für uns könnte streiten, 
denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 

In these our days so perilous, 
Lord, peace in mercy send us; 
No God but thee can fight for us, 
No God but thee defend us; 
Thou our only God and Saviour.

 
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) Latin votive antiphon for peace  
 ‘Da pacem, Domine, in diebus nostris’ 

 
PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Let us pray. 
All kneel.  
 
O Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us   
with the body and blood of thy Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit  
to live and work to thy praise and glory.  
Amen. 

All stand. 
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The Concluding Rite 

 
THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

 

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you     
and with thy spirit. 
 
God give you grace to follow his saints 
in faith and hope and love;  
 and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
All remain standing as the server and clergy depart. 

 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
played by Timothy Wakerell 

 
Tonstück in F  

Niels Wilhelm Gade (1817–90) 
 
 

Please take this order of service away with you,  
or place in the recycling bin as you leave the church.  
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NOTES ON THE READINGS 

 
Isaiah 35: 3-6 
In this oracle of restoration, the prophet promises:  
•restoration of the land to fertility,  
•the end of human suffering and infirmity,  
•restoration of hope and justice, and  
•the joyful return of the exiles from captivity. 
The prophet has predicted the destruction of the nations, particularly of Edom, and 
the devastation of their lands. (Edom was thought to have aided the Babylonians in 
capturing Jerusalem.) The other lands will be laid waste, rendered unproductive and 
given over to wild beasts (in Chapter  34). Now, in contrast, exiled Israel will be 
restored. The “desert shall ... blossom” (v.  1), the fertility of “Lebanon” (v.  2), 
“Carmel and Sharon”, which has been taken from them ( 33:9) will be given to Israel 
as a sign of God’s favour and glory. (The Plain of Sharon, extending from the 
Mediterranean coast to the Carmel range of mountains, was then covered with dense 
oak forest, as was much of Lebanon.) The land which had once been given over to 
wild beasts (“jackals”, v.  7, “lion”, v.  9) will once again be cultivated, and barren 
land will bloom. 
Not only the land will be restored, but human life will also be transformed, with the 
end of infirmity (“make firm ... feeble knees”, v.  3, “blind”, “deaf”, “lame”, 
“speechless” vv.  4-6), and with the restoration of justice (“vengeance” and 
“recompense” v.  4) and hope. “Waters” (v.  6) and “streams” will make the land 
fertile again. (The little evidence we have indicates that the exiles did not suffer in 
exile, so vv.  4-6 are not meant literally.) Finally, the exiles, those taken captive to 
Babylon, will return on a “Holy Way” (v.  8), a “highway” in safety (v.  9) to “Zion” 
(v.  10), the holy city, and once again will worship God in the Temple. All of these 
will be signs that God’s rule is restored and that his favour rests on his people. 
 
Luke 10: 1-9 
As Jesus has sent out the twelve disciples on a missionary journey within Israel. he 
now sends others on a mission beyond, for “seventy” is the traditional Jewish 
number of nations of the world. The seventy are “like lambs into the midst of 
wolves” (v. 3): (1) they are defenceless before hostile people; and (2) Christ 
inaugurates an era of peace and reconciliation in which “the wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together” (Isaiah 65:25). They need to commence without delay (“carry no purse 
...”, v. 4) and concentrate on the mission (“greet no one ...”). When you find a 
receptive person, a person of peace, God’s peace will be on him or her (v. 6). Accept 
their hospitality (“the labourer deserves to be paid”, v. 7) and “eat what is set before 
you” (v. 8, i.e. ignore Jewish dietary laws). Show by action (healing people) and by 
telling them the good news that “the kingdom of God has come near to you” (v. 9): 
it’s partly already here! Vv. 11-16 tell the seventy how to handle hostile situations: 
tell such people that they will be ignored; the kingdom has come anyway. At the end 
of the era, they will be judged harshly (v. 12). Then v. 16: in hearing the good news 
from a disciple, people hear Jesus; if they reject a disciple, they reject Jesus and the 
Father (“the one who sent me”). 
When the seventy return, they tell of their surprise that they have power over evil (v. 
17), a power Jesus has explicitly given to the Twelve. Jesus has seen their victory over 
evil forces; he has given them “authority” (v. 19) over Satan (“the enemy”). (To Jews, 
“snakes and scorpions” were known sources of evil.) Exorcism, in itself, is not a sign 
of the arrival of God’s kingdom (v. 20). 
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NOTES ON THE MUSIC 
 

Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten (BWV 642) – Bach 
The chorale prelude on Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642 is part of the 
Orgelbüchlein (“little organ book”) collection, which was likely composed in Weimar 
between 1708 and 1717. Bach appears to have had a particular affinity to this chorale, 
as he wrote a total of fourteen settings of it. The first verse of the text translates as 
follows: 

He who allows dear God to rule him / and lays his hopes on him all-time, / will be 
wonderfully sustained by him / in all distress and sadness. / He who trusts in God 
the most high / has not built on sand. 

The setting BWV 642 follows the principles of what Ernest May has termed a 
“melody chorale.” A single, unornamented exposition of the tune is presented in 
long note values in the soprano, while a rhythmically and harmonically complex 
texture of accompanying voices is placed below. Thereby, the three lower voices not 
only display impressive contrapuntal mastery, but they also seek to convey 
theological meaning through characteristic motifs and the frequency of their usage, 
as Albert Schweitzer has pointed out. In the specific case of Wer nur den lieben Gott 
lässt walten, it is the motif of the figura corta (two demisemiquavers followed by a 
semiquaver) that appears over a hundred times in a mere ten bars of music. In Bach’s 
music, this motif is consistently used to convey hope and trust. 

 

Mass for five voices - Byrd 

William Byrd’s Mass for five voices is not only a unique milestone of Elizabethan 
musical mastery but also a fascinating historical source illustrating the many twists 
and turns that connected religion, politics and the arts in the second half of the 16th 
century in England. William Byrd was born in 1540 and grew up in London. He 
received his musical training at the Chapel Royal under Thomas Tallis and was 
subsequently appointed as organist and choirmaster at Lincoln Cathedral, most 
likely due to Tallis’ intercession. During this time, Byrd began to make his adherence 
to Catholicism apparent. In 1566, a formal complaint regarding Byrd’s ‘popish’ style 
of organ playing was filed, resulting in a temporary withholding of Byrd’s salary. 
While some scholars talk of a conversion of Byrd to Catholicism sometime in the 
1570s, others have described Byrd as ‘more Catholic than Anglican’ throughout his 
entire career, using Byrd as a case in point to show that during the 1570s and 1580s, 
‘some tolerance between the sides’ existed. Indeed, despite his personal religious 
belief, Byrd maintained good relations to the Protestant Court of St James throughout 
his life. This might be attributed to Byrd’s extraordinary reputation as a composer. 
Even though Queen Elizabeth I herself referred to Byrd as a ‘stiff papist,’ she 
honoured him, together with Thomas Tallis, through a unique patent for music 
printing, resulting in the collection of Cantiones Sacrae, a set of Latin motets dedicated 
to Elizabeth, in 1575. 

Regardless of this mutual display of respect, it has been argued that William Byrd 
was a deliberate ‘Catholic activist.’ During the period of 1580 to 1587, a time when 
Byrd had become a ‘Gentleman of the Chapel Royal,’ there are numerous accounts of 
written charges against him. Not only are there accusations against Byrd as a 
practicing Catholic, but there is also evidence of him conducting Catholic rites in his 
house and hiding well-known Jesuit priests, such as Robert Parsons and Edmund 
Champion. Still, when Byrd ultimately left the Chapel Royal after more than twenty 
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years of service, it appears that Byrd’s wish to have more time for composing was the 
sole reason for his resignation. And it is exactly during this period of Byrd’s life that 
his three Masses (for three, four and five parts) were written. 

According to John Harley, Byrd’s Masses were composed to be sung at clandestine 
Catholic gatherings, most likely with only one singer to a part. Written not long 
before Caccini’s Le nuove musiche (Venice, 1602) would revolutionise Western music 
practice by introducing a consequently homophonic, chordal writing style, William 
Byrd’s Masses clearly adhere to the past and pay tribute to earlier Tudor idioms. 
Except for a small number of phrases, the Mass for five voices is polyphonic 
throughout, with occasional passages for three voices only, such as parts of the 
Gloria, the Pleni sunt caeli in the Sanctus and the Benedictus. Imitations are abundant 
throughout the whole Mass. Nevertheless, they do not always affect all parts; in the 
third Kyrie, for instance, the second Tenor only sings two pitches in order to provide 
harmonic filling. Highly evocative in its musical expression, the Agnus Dei is 
constructed as a progression from a three-part over a four-part to a five-part texture. 

 

Cantate Domino – Monteverdi 

The professional career of Claudio Monteverdi (1567 – 1643) extended over five 
decades, yet consisted only of two long-term appointments, first as court musician 
for the ruling Gonzaga family of Mantua (from 1591 to 1613), and then as maestro di 
cappella at St Mark’s Cathedral in Venice (from 1613 until his death). Besides 
producing pioneering works, such as the first two operas in music history, L’Orfeo 
and L’Arianna (1607 and 1608, respectively), Monteverdi wrote a wealth of church 
music throughout his long career, most notably the Vespro della Beata Vergine from 
1610. 

The motet Cantate Domino for six voices and basso continuo was published in Venice 
in 1620 as part of the collection Libro primo de’ Motetti. This short but festive work, 
using various combinations of voices from groups of three to the tutti of all six 
voices, creates musical effects that range from exuberance to stateliness and 
solemnity. As opposed to music from previous generations where the harmonic 
structure is the result of an artful juxtaposition of individual musical lines, it is the 
harmonic scheme of Monteverdi’s basso continuo that determines the individual 
lines in Cantate Domino. This becomes particularly apparent in the section cantate et 
exsultate, which consists of a parallel downward motion of triads over an octave and 
a half, similar to the idiom of fretted instruments of Monteverdi’s time (lute and 
theorbo), and resulting in a deliberate and highly appealing succession of parallel 
fifths. 

 

Verleih uns Frieden – Mendelssohn 

In 1831, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809 – 1847) wrote a series of eight chorale 
cantatas, of which Verleih uns Frieden is the sixth. Out of theses cantatas, Mendelssohn 
felt that only Verleih uns Frieden was crafted well enough to be published. Following 
its publication, Robert Schumann attested worldwide fame to the one-movement 
work and compared it to ‘the Madonnas of Raphael or Murillo.’ 

Verleih uns Frieden was composed while Mendelssohn was touring Italy. The 
composer stated that during his visit, the serenity of the singing at the nunnery of 
Trinità dei Monti in Rome had made a lasting impression on him. Besides Italian 
Catholicism, however, it may also have been the revolutionary movements of the 
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time that provoked Mendelssohn to write an evocative prayer for peace. Spreading 
out from France since July of 1830, many European countries were affected by unrest 
and upheavals, among them Belgium, Poland and the many small states that now 
form Germany and Italy. Verleih uns Frieden consists of a hymn-like tune, repeated 
twice in a climactic manner before leading into a quiet coda. Melodiously 
intertwined instrumental lines precede each appearance of the tune, inspired by the 
warm orchestral sonority of two solo cellos and a double bass. 

 

Tonstück in F – Gade 
Niels Wilhelm Gade (1817 – 1890) is generally recognised as the most eminent 
Danish composer of his time. A former student of Mendelssohn’s in Leipzig, Gade 
held the positions of director of the Copenhagen Musical Society and organist of the 
Holmen Church in central Copenhagen until his death. He wrote eight symphonies, 
a violin concerto, cantatas and keyboard works. The Drei Tonstücke (“sonic pieces”) 
for organ Op. 22, from which the Tonstück in F is taken, were composed in 1851 and 
were originally intended to form the core of an organ sonata, a plan later rejected by 
Gade. 

The Tonstück in F is a romantic organ prelude written in the orchestral idiom of the 
time and marked by a preference for clear melodic and architectural structures. Two 
contrasting themes, the second of which introduced in a fugal exposition, build the 
backbone of the piece. These two themes are presented separately before a 
modulating development section leads to their majestic synthesis. While the two 
themes remain song-like in their minim and crochet rhythms, it is vigour of the 
ubiquitous accompanying quavers that gives the piece its engaging vitality. 

 

Music notes by Michael Koenig 
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St Paul’s Knightsbridge maintains a regular professional choir of eight and the 

services of both a Direct and Assistant Director of Music. The organ is by Henry 

Willis & Sons and dates from 1888. The musical repertoire, Sunday by Sunday, is 

diverse and often boldly ambitious: at the Solemn Mass at 11 am there is always a 

choral mass setting and two seasonal anthems, one at the Offertory and the other 

during Communion. Full details of the music for each week – along with a 

programme note – is published in the service paper.  The musicians also sing and 

play for weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorial services at the church. 
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