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Information for visitors/worshippers 

 
The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-19 
- a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your sense 
of smell or taste. 

We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Wearing a face covering during your time in the building; 
2. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
3. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
4. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), before 
5. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
6. Not mingling with people from outside your household or support bubble. 

When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming  up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 
 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace 
system, we invite you use the NHS COVID19 APP 
to check-in to St Paul’s using this QR code. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 

The Introductory Rite 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 

played by Timothy Wakerell 
 

Das alte Jahr vergangen ist BWV 614 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
All stand when the server and clergy enter. 

 
 

THE GREETING 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you  
and with thy spirit.  

 
 

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Almighty God,  
unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy name;  
through Christ, our Lord.   
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The Celebrant says: 
Christ the Light of the world  
has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.   
In his light let us examine our consciences and confess our sins. 
 
All kneel.  
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of 
life to the glory of thy name.   
Amen. 

The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.  

KYRIE ELEISON 

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
All stand. After the intonation of Gloria in Excelsis Deo all sit, taking their lead 
from the Celebrant. The choir sings: 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. Gratias agimus 
tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus Pater 
omnipotens, Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Filius Patris. Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. Qui tollis peccata 
mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Dominus. Tu solus 
altissimus, Jesu Christe cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We praise thee, 
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God, the Father almighty. O Lord, the only-
begotten son, Jesus Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of 
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O 
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art the most high, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Missa Bell Amfitrit Altera – Orlande de Lassus (1532-94) 
All stand when the Celebrant stands.  
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THE COLLECT 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 
who in the birth of thy Son 
hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word 
and revealed to us the fullness of thy love: 
help us so to walk in his light and dwell in his love 
that we may know the fullness of his joy; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

All sit. 
The Liturgy of the Word 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus. 
 

Wisdom praises herself, 
   and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. 
In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, 
   and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: 
‘I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
   and covered the earth like a mist. 
I dwelt in the highest heavens, 
   and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 
Alone I compassed the vault of heaven 
   and traversed the depths of the abyss. 
Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, 
   and over every people and nation I have held sway. 
Among all these I sought a resting-place; 
   in whose territory should I abide? 
‘Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, 
   and my Creator chose the place for my tent. 
He said, “Make your dwelling in Jacob, 
   and in Israel receive your inheritance.” 
Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me, 
   and for all the ages I shall not cease to be. 
In the holy tent I ministered before him, 
   and so I was established in Zion. 
Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting-place, 
   and in Jerusalem was my domain. 
I took root in an honoured people, 
   in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.’ 

Ecclesiasticus 24.1-12 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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The choir sings: 
THE PSALMODY 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem :  
 praise thy God, O Sion. 
For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates : 
 and hath blessed thy children within thee. 
He maketh peace in thy borders : 
 and filleth thee with the flour of wheat. 
He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth : 
 and his word runneth very swiftly. 
He giveth snow like wool : 
 and scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 
He casteth forth his ice like morsels : 
 who is able to abide his frost? 
He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : 
 he bloweth with his wind, and the waters flow. 
He sheweth his word unto Jacob : 
 his statutes and ordinances unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation : 
 neither have the heathen knowledge of his laws. 

Psalm 147: 13-21 

All stand. 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation, God’s own people,  
called out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Alleluia.  

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you      
and with thy spirit. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to John. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
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himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 
testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known. 

John 1: 1-18 

At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 
THE SERMON 

The Reverend Luigi Gioia 
Associate Priest 

 
 

THE CREED 
 

The Celebrant says: 
Let us make affirmation of our faith. 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten son of God, 
begotten of his father before all worlds, 
God of God, light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
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He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,   
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

The Celebrant introduces the prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 

All kneel. Either of the following responses may be used: 

Lord in thy mercy   or Lord, hear us   
hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the departed, these words may be used: 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 
 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen.  

 

All sit. 

 

THE NOTICES 
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THE PEACE 
The Celebrant says: 

Unto us a child is born,  
unto us a Son is given,  
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake. 
 
All sit. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

The choir sings: 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Which according to His abundant mercy, 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heav’n for you, 
Who are kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 

But as He which hath calleth you is Holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. 
Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear. 

Love one another with a pure heart fervently. 
See that ye love one another. 
Love one another with a pure heart fervently. 

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incoruptible, by the word of God. 

For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man 
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away. 

But the word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
Amen. 
 

S.S. Wesley (1810-76) 1 Peter 1 vv. 3–5, 15–17, 22–25 
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The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high, and sending forth through him thy 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 

And now we give thee thanks because,  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
he took our nature upon him and was born of the Virgin Mary,  
his mother, that, being himself without sin,  
he might make us clean from all sin. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and 
saying:  

The Choir sings: 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua, Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.   
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Missa Bell Amfitrit Altera – Orlande de Lassus (1532-94) 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.   
Amen. 

 

  



12 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 

THE FRACTION 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 
 

THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
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The choir sings: 
AGNUS DEI 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Missa Bell Amfitrit Altera – Orlande de Lassus (1532-94) 
 

 
COMMUNION ANTHEM 

 
Three Kings from Persian lands afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star: 
And this the quest of the travellers three, 
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be. 
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

How brightly shines the morning star! 
With grace and truth from heaven afar 
Our Jesse tree now bloweth. 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee, 
As Mary’s child in her lap they see; 
Their royal gifts they show to the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, 
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 
My soul with love o’erfloweth. 

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
The Kings are travelling, travel with them! 
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place. 
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King. 

Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us, 
Rightly leads us, Life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 

 

Peter Cornelius (1824-74) Chorale text by Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) 
arr. Ivor Atkins (1869-1953)  



14 

 

 

 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Let us pray. 
All kneel.  
 
All praise to thee, 
almighty God and heavenly king, 
who hast sent thy Son into the world 
to take our nature upon him 
and to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that, as we are born again in him, 
so he may continually dwell in us 
and reign on earth as he reigneth in heaven, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us   
with the body and blood of thy Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit  
to live and work to thy praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 
All stand. 
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The Concluding Rite 

 
THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

 

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you     
and with thy spirit. 
 
Christ, who by his incarnation  
gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly,  
fill you with peace and goodwill  
and make you partakers of the divine nature;  
 and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
All remain standing as the server and clergy depart. 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
played by Timothy Wakerell 

 
In dir ist Freude BWV 615 

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 

Please take this order of service away with you,  
or place in the recycling bin as you leave the church. 

 
NOTES ON THE READINGS 

 
Ecclesiasticus 24:1-12 
Ecclesiasticus is also known as Sira and Sirach, probably meaning church book, an 
indication that it was used by the early Christian community. It is in the Apocrypha of 
the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, and is considered deutero-canonical 
by Roman Catholics. Adherents to Judaism excluded it from the Bible, as did the 
Protestant Reformers. We know (from 50:27) that Jesus ben Sira, a native of Jerusalem, 
wrote it. Ben Sira ran a school in biblical studies for young Jewish men. Written about 
180 BC, it is faithful to the author's Jewish heritage and tradition and makes use of 
ideas from other cultures where they are compatible with his heritage. 
 
To followers of Judaism, the created world is God’s, so faith and reason go hand in 
hand; learning about creation is learning about God; reasoning is done in the context 
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of God. They and we seek knowledge of God as we pursue faith. In the last centuries 
BC, people saw that the acquisition of knowledge about God led to wisdom. The 
author of Sirach, Jesus ben Sira, understood wisdom as leading to 
prosperity. 1:1 says: “all wisdom is from the Lord ...”. In our reading, ben Sira, has 
wisdom (abstracted, personified – but in a metaphorical way) introduce herself “in 
the midst of her people” (v. 1), Israel. She does so in the presence of the heavenly 
court (“the assembly ...”, v. 2). Wisdom “came forth” (v. 3) by the word of God, and 
permeated the earth (“like a mist”) as the spirit of God. She existed before creation. 
(Genesis 1:1-2 says in a Jewish translation: At the beginning of God’s creating ... rushing-
spirit of God hovering over the face of the earth ...) Wisdom was involved in the “pillar of 
cloud” (v. 4), the way God showed his presence during the Exodus. Wisdom is 
present and active throughout creation, (from heaven to “the depths of the abyss” 
(v. 5), Sheol, the repose of the dead in Jewish thinking), and throughout history, to all 
people and with them. 
 
God commanded Wisdom to dwell among the people of Israel (v. 8). Her earthly 
residence is the Temple at Jerusalem, the home of Mosaic Law; she gives rules for the 
appropriate worship of God (v. 10). Jerusalem is God’s “beloved city” (v. 11). 
Wisdom “took root” (v. 12) in Israel, inheritors of God’s blessing. In vv. 21-22, she 
concludes by offering an unusual meal, in which the more one eats, the more one 
desires. Wisdom leads to godly living. 
 
Psalm 147:13-20 
This hymn is an invitation to praise God for his universal power and providential 
care. In vv. 1-11, God is praised for rebuilding Jerusalem, gathering the people, 
healing, creating, and providing for the needs of those he creates. V. 5b says that 
there is no limit to his wisdom. In vv. 12-14, worship is due to him for protecting 
Jerusalem, for blessing her children, and for bringing peace and prosperity. Vv. 16-18 
tell of the activity of God’s “word” (v. 15) in the phenomena of nature, from the 
winter cold to the spring thaw. Only to Israel has he declared his covenant. 
 

John 1:(1-9),10-18 

John is the fourth gospel. Its author makes no attempt to give a chronological account 
of the life of Jesus (which the other gospels do, to a degree), but rather "...these things 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name." John includes what he 
calls signs, stories of miracles, to help in this process.  
Today’s reading is book’s prologue. The Word, God, Christ, has been born into this 
imperfect world – a world that per v. 3, “came into being through him” – but most 
people did not embrace him as who he is. (To know, to a Semite, involves personal 
commitment as well as awareness.) He came to Israel, but its people generally 
rejected him, but some did receive him for who he is; some became committed to 
him. (To know someone’s name meant more than it does today.) These received the 
power to be adopted as sons and daughters of God: they were reborn into God’s 
family, through the Holy Spirit (“of God”, v. 13). 
 
“Flesh”, humanity, per Isaiah 40:6-8, was seen as weak, imperfect and transitory. 
Christ does an amazing thing: he becomes a human being (albeit, being God, a 
perfect one). The author is a witness to the divine presence shown in Jesus (“glory”, 
v. 14). John the Baptizer was the first of this gospel’s witnesses of the Christ-event, 
God become human. 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+1%3A1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A2
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A3
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Genesis+1%3A1-2
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A4
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A5
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A8
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A10
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A11
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A12
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Sirach+24%3A21-22
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=John+1%3A3
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=John+1%3A13
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Isaiah+40%3A6-8
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=John+1%3A14
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From all that is in God (“fullness”, v. 16), we have received gift after gift (“grace 
upon grace”). The Mosaic Law was given by God, and Christ brought the full 
revelation of God’s ways. Judaism said that God could not be seen (v. 18). (Even 
Moses, in Exodus 33:30-44, was not permitted to see God’s face.) It is through Christ, 
who is in complete intimacy with the Father, that we have been given access to the 
Father. 
 
 

 
NOTES ON THE MUSIC 

 

Das alte Jahr vergangen ist (BWV 614) – J.S. Bach 

The old year has gone by; 
we thank you, Lord Jesu Christ, 
that in such great danger  
you preserved us this year so graciously. 

This chorale prelude from the Orgelbüchlein (Little Organ Book - a collection of 46 
chorale preludes which spans the church’s liturgical year) undoubtedly has an air of 
intensity and melancholy which combines reflection on the events of the closing year 
with a sense of hope for the future. We hear an expressive melody (ornamented 
cantus firmus) played by the right hand and accompanied by chromatic ‘grief 
motifs’; there are six falling and rising chromatic notes which have been said to 
represent the twelve months of the year. It is perhaps poignant that 1713 was a tragic 
year for Bach; his first wife gave birth to twins who died within a month of being 
born – a possible explanation for the sombre mood of this setting? 

Missa Bell’ Amfitrit’ altera – Lassus 

In a nutshell 

The Missa Bell’ Amfitrit’ Altera for two four-part choirs a cappella by Orlandus Lassus 
(1532 – 1594) belongs to the genre of parody mass, which is typical for sixteenth-
century church music. A parody mass is a liturgical composition that draws on 
musical elements of a pre-existing composition. In the case of the Missa octo vocum ad 
imitationem Bell' Amfitrit' altera, however, the underlying madrigal remains 
unknown. 

Biography and oeuvre 

Orlandus Lassus’ life is inextricably linked with the powerful networks of religious 
and political influence in sixteenth-century Europe. More precisely, it is the rule of 
the House of Habsburg over large parts of the continent that laid the foundation for 
Lassus’ extraordinary career that made him become one of the most influential 
composers of church music, next to Palestrina and Victoria, at the time of the 
Counter-Reformation. 
Born in Flanders, Lassus’ musical talent was discovered by the commander of 
Emperor Charles V’s army in the Low Countries, the Viceroy of Sicily, Ferrante 
Gonzaga. In the Viceroy’s entourage, Lassus came to the Gonzaga court of Mantua in 
1544 and subsequently moved to Sicily, where he should then spend most of his 
adolescence. In 1553, at the age of only twenty-one, he advanced to Rome to become 
the maestro di cappella at the papal Lateran Basilica. With St Peter’s Basilica still 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=John+1%3A16
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=John+1%3A18
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrsa&word=Exodus+33%3A30-44
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heavily under construction, San Giovanni in Laterano was the location for all major 
papal ceremonies. For unknown reasons, however, Lassus left his prestigious 
position after only one year, allowing Palestrina to become his successor. 
After a short stint in the Low Countries, Lassus was invited to join the musical chapel 
of the Wittelsbach court in Munich in 1556. With Emperor Charles V abdicating the 
same year and the Habsburg dominions being divided into a Spanish and an 
Austrian branch, Duke Albrecht V of Bavaria was eager to gain political influence in 
South Germany and to become the main promoter of the Counter-Reformation north 
of the Alps. Aided in the latter quest by a strong presence of Jesuits, sent by St 
Ignatius Loyola himself, Albrecht was keen to show religious and secular stability 
through music and the arts. Using the advantages of such a supportive environment, 
it took not long for Lassus to gain international fame, and once the position of 
Kapellmeister had become vacant in Munich in 1563, the Duke proudly appointed him 
and showered him with benefits and liberties so that he would gladly stay in Munich 
for the rest of his life and refuse prestigious offers from elsewhere. 
In Munich, Lassus wrote most of his over 2,000 works, among them 60 Latin masses, 
530 motets, 175 Italian madrigals and villanellas, 150 French chansons and 90 
German lieder, making him ‘the most versatile and accomplished composer of the 
period’ (Clive Wearing). Lassus was raised to nobility by Emperor Maximilian II and 
conferred the knighthood of the Golden Spur by Pope Gregory XIII (an honour 
bestowed two centuries later, among others, to Mozart and Casanova). During 
Lassus’ lifetime, his music appeared in over 500 publications. Furthermore, as 
Norman Lebrecht reports, the people of Munich ‘in their pious enthusiasm looked 
upon Lassus as a divine being;’ this is due to the alleged power of Lassus’ motet 
Gustate et videte to calm a severe storm during the Corpus Christi procession in 
Munich in 1565. 
When in 1579 Wilhelm V (der Fromme, ‘the Pious’) succeeded his father Duke 
Albrecht V, the court became increasingly preoccupied with religious matters. Thus, 
Lassus was expected to concentrate his compositional output on liturgical works. 
Given the clear and strict rules the Council of Trent had issued with regard to church 
music, it might seem surprising that Lassus still wrote a high number of so-called 
parody masses during the last decade of his life. An answer to this conundrum might 
lie in Lassus’ attempt to counteract a mental state of ‘religious melancholia’ (Clive 
Wearing), of which he was diagnosed during that period. 

The work 

The Missa Bell’ Amfitrit’ Altera (i.e. the second of two settings based on the same 
madrigal) was composed around 1583 and was only published posthumously in 
1610. The lush Venetian style of the Mass, as well as the association with Amphitrite, 
the Greek goddess of the sea, makes it plausible that the work was composed for the 
Venetian festival of the mythical wedding of Venice to the sea (Lo Sposalizio), an 
elaborate celebration that took place each year on Ascension Day and mixed sacred 
and secular customs, such as the symbolic throwing of a wedding ring into the sea. 
The British Renaissance specialist Jerome Roche (1942 – 1994) wrote about the Missa 
Bell’ Amfitrit’ Altera: ‘Lassus tends to avoid…straight contrasts, preferring interplay 
between groups drawn from both choirs for much of the time. All this suggests that 
in performance Lassus did not space his choirs too far apart, as is indeed confirmed 
by some of the beautiful pictures of Lassus and his musicians by the court illustrator 
of manuscripts. For variety’s sake, Lassus writes certain short sections of the Mass for 
four voices only (‘Christe eleison’, ‘Crucifixus’, ‘Benedictus’) in a more flowing 
contrapuntal style; the return of the full choir after these passages often has an 
electrifying impact, and the whole work is in a bright major mode.’ 
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Blessed be the God and Father – Wesley 

Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810 – 1876), the grandson of Methodist leader Charles 
Wesley, was one of the most influential English church musicians and composers of 
his time. Stations of his musical life included the cathedrals of Hereford, Exeter and 
Gloucester. Wesley, furthermore, taught organ at the Royal Academy of Music from 
1850 until his death. 

The verse anthem Blessed be the God and Father for soprano solo, choir and organ was 
written in 1833/34, while Wesley held the position of organist at Hereford Cathedral. 
The piece alternates between sections for full choir, sections for voices in unison and 
an extended soprano solo with organ accompaniment in the middle. Whilst Wesley’s 
idiom is clearly inspired by J. S. Bach, from whom Wesley also took his middle name, 
the same idiom also shows a kind of chromaticisms and suspensions typical for 
early-19th-century writing. The tessitura of Blessed be the God and Father is largely 
homophonic with the exception of an energetic fugato towards the end. Besides 
making a number of dramatic chordal statements, the organ’s main role in this 
composition is the accompaniment of the solo voice and the passages for unison 
choir. 

Three Kings from Persian Lands Afar – Cornelius 

The German composer Peter Cornelius (1824 – 1874) was born in Mainz and spent his 
musically most formative and productive years in Vienna, Munich and Berlin. 
Throughout his life, he associated himself stylistically with the music of Richard 
Wagner and the modernist, “New German School” of composers. Whilst Cornelius’ 
major musical output consists of operatic works, he is most well-known in the 
English-speaking world for his song Three Kings from Persian Lands Afar, which he 
composed in 1856. 

Originally, Cornelius wrote this song for voice and piano as part of his six 
Weihnachtslieder (Christmas Songs), Op. 8. Ivor Atkins (1869 – 1953), the organist of 
Worcester Cathedral, arranged the song for baritone solo and choir, using English 
words by Herbert Newell Bate (1871 – 1941). In this arrangement, the solo part 
remained unaltered, whilst Cornelius’ piano accompaniment was turned into the 
choral parts consisting of a setting of the Lutheran chorale Wie schön leuchtet der 
Morgenstern (‘How brightly shines the morning star’) by Philipp Nicolai (1556 – 
1608). 

 

In dir ist Freude (BWV 615) – J.S. Bach 

The difference in mood between Das alte Jahr vergangen ist and In dir ist Freude could 
not be more striking; there is an obvious sense of optimism in this setting which is 
based upon the melody of a cheerful, dancelike song by the 16th century composer 
Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi. Throughout the piece the cantus firmus can be heard in 
dialogue between the various voices above the carillonesque ostinato of the pedal 
line; fanfares and unusual pedal trills depict the joyful nature of the word ‘Freude’. 

 

Music notes by Michael Koenig & Timothy Wakerell 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Giacomo_Gastoldi
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