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Information for visitors/worshippers 
 

The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-
19 - a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your 
sense of smell or taste. 

We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Wearing a face covering during your time in the building; 
2. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
3. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
4. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), 
before 

5. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
6. Not mingling with people from outside your household or support 

bubble. 

When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming  up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 
 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace 
system, we invite you use the NHS COVID19 APP 
to check-in to St Paul’s using this QR code. 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
Nativity 

Domenico Ghirlandaio (1449 –1494)  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
The Introductory Rite 

 
At 11 a.m. a bell is rung. All stand as the server and clergy enter. 

 
The organist plays: 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
played by Timothy Wakerell 

 
Prelude in G (BWV 541) J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

THE GREETING 
 
When all are in their places the Celebrant says: 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit.  

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

 
Almighty God,  
unto whom all hearts be open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy name;  
through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:  
'You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.'  
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God through Jesus the Saviour of 
the world.  
 
All kneel. A time of silence and recollection is kept.   
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault. We are heartily sorry and repent of all 
our sins. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive 
us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life to 
the glory of thy name. Amen. 
The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.   

All remain kneeling. The choir sings:  

KYRIE ELEISON 
Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
All stand. After the intonation of Gloria in Excelsis Deo all sit, taking their lead 
from the Celebrant. The choir sings: 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. Gratias 
agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens, Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. Domine 
Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad 
dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus 
Dominus. Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria 
Dei Patris. Amen. 
 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We praise 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God, the Father almighty. O Lord, the 
only-begotten son, Jesus Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou 
only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art the most high, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

Missa Brevis – Jonathan Dove (b.1959) 
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All stand when the Sacred Ministers stand.  
 

THE COLLECT 

The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
who hast given us thy only-begotten Son  
to take our nature upon him  
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:  
grant that we, being regenerate  
and made thy children by adoption and grace,  
may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit;  
through Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord,  
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit,  
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
All sit. 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He 
is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
‘You are my Son; 
   today I have begotten you’? 
Or again, 
‘I will be his Father, 
   and he will be my Son’? 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ 
Of the angels he says, 
‘He makes his angels winds, 
   and his servants flames of fire.’ 
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But of the Son he says, 
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 
   and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
   with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ 
And, 
‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
   and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; 
   they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, 
   and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
   and your years will never end.’ 

Hebrews 1: 1-12 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Choir sings: 

THE PSALMODY 
 

O sing unto the Lord a new song :  
 for he hath done marvellous things. 
With his own right hand, and with his holy arm :  
 hath he gotten himself the victory. 
The Lord declared his salvation :  
 his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 
He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of Israel : 
 and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation of our God. 
Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands :  
 sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 
Praise the Lord upon the harp :  
sing to the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving. 
With trumpets also, and shawms :  
 O shew yourselves joyful before the Lord the King. 
Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is :  
 the round world, and they that dwell therein. 
Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills be joyful together before     
 the Lord : for he is come to judge the earth. 
With righteousness shall he judge the world : and the people with equity.
  

Psalm 98  
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THE GRADUAL 

played by Timothy Wakerell 
 
The Holy Boy John Ireland (1879-1962) 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
and we have seen his glory. 
Alleluia. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 
The Lord be with you      
And with thy spirit. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to John. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the 
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through 
him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear 
witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth. 

John 1. 1-14 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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THE SERMON 

The Reverend Luigi Gioia 
Associate Priest 

Silence is kept. 

THE CREED 

All stand with the Celebrant, who says: Let us make affirmation of our faith.  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Celebrant says: 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
All kneel. 
Father, your Son our Saviour was born in human flesh. 
Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
There was no room for your Son in the inn. 
Protect with your love those who have no home and all who live in 
poverty. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. 
Hold in your hand all who are in pain or distress. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
Your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. 
Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
The angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ 
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
Shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. 
Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
Strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. 
Bless our homes and all whom we love. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer.  
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Heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Hold in  
your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of your  
coming kingdom. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. 
Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. 
Holy God  
hear our prayer. 
 
Father, angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne.  
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the 
saints through him who is your Word made flesh, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  
Amen. 
 
All sit. 

 
THE NOTICES 

 
THE PEACE 

The Celebrant says: 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake. 
All sit. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

  
O magnum mysterium  
et admirabile sacramentum, 
ut animalia viderent Dominum 
natum jacentem in praesepio. 
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera 
meruerunt portare Dominum 
Christum. Alleluia 

 
O great mystery and wonderful 
sacrament,  
that animals should see the new-born 
Lord lying in a manger!  
Blessed is the Virgin, whose womb 
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia.  

 
 
Morten Lauridsen (b.1943) from the office of Matins on Christmas Day 
 
 
The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
The Lord be with you   

All  and with thy spirit.   
Lift up your hearts.  

All  We lift them up unto the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All  It is meet and right so to do.  
 
It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high,  
and sending forth through him thy holy and life-giving Spirit. 
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And now we give thee thanks  
because, by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
he took our nature upon him  
and was born of the Virgin Mary, his mother,  
that, being himself without sin,  
he might make us clean from all sin.  
Therefore with angels and archangels,  
and with all the company of heaven,  
we laud and magnify thy glorious name,  
evermore praising thee and saying:  
The choir sings: 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua, Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  Glory 
be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Missa Brevis – Jonathan Dove (b.1959) 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.  
Amen. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 

THE FRACTION 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
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THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
 
The choir sings: 

AGNUS DEI 
 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.  
 

Missa Brevis – Jonathan Dove (b.1959) 
 

 
CAROLS DURING COMMUNION 

 
See the child that Mary bore 
On her lap so softly sleeping: 
In a stable cold and poor 
Ox and ass their vigil keeping. 
 
Sing lullaby, sing lullaby 
My own dear son, my child. 
Lullaby, sing lullaby 
Lullaby, my little baby. 
 

Flights of angels round his head 
Sing him joyful hymns of greeting 
“Peace on earth, goodwill to men” 
Each to each the song repeating. 
 
Shepherds kneeling by his bed 
Offer homage without measure. 
Wise men, by a bright star led 
Bring him gifts of richest treasure. 

 
Mary’s lullaby 
John Rutter (b.1945)  
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In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, 
Long ago. 
 
Enough for him, whom cherubim 
Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk, 
And a manger full of hay; 
Enough for him, whom angels 
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 

 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ. 
 
What can I give him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him: 
Give my heart. 

 

Harold Darke (1888-1976) Words by Christina Rossetti (1830-94) 
 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and watch me, I pray; 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 
William J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) Words: anon. Philadelphia 1883  
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer. 
Let us pray. 
All kneel. 
 
O God our Father,  
whose Word hath come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:  
grant that the light of faith may illumine our hearts  
and shine in all our words and deeds;  
through him who is Christ the Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank thee for feeding us with the body and blood of 
thy Son, Jesus Christ. Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of thy Spirit to live and 
work to thy praise and glory.  
Amen. 
 
All stand. 

The Concluding Rite 

THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Christ, who by his incarnation  
gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly,  
fill you with peace and goodwill  
and make you partakers of the divine nature;  
 and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.   
 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
played by Timothy Wakerell 

 
Fugue in G (BWV 541) J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
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NOTES ON THE READINGS 
 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
Our passage is the prologue of this anonymous epistle. The book stresses the 
importance of salvation through Christ – perhaps to Jewish Christians who were 
tempted to return to Judaism, or to Jews who were interested in becoming 
Christian. One point these verses make is that Christ is the perfect priest: he is 
mediator between the Father and humans, and purifies us of our sins. In vv. 1-2, the 
author contrasts the old and new ways of God: that of “long ago” and that “in these 
last days”. God spoke then to the ancestors of Israel, our spiritual ancestors; in this 
era he speaks to us; then he spoke through “prophets” (v. 1, including Moses); now 
he speaks through “a Son” (v. 2). The Son’s role is much more significant than that 
of “prophets”: he is “heir” of God, and shared in (and mediated) creation of the 
“worlds” (in Jewish cosmology, the earth and the heavens.) These are the “last 
days” because God’s reign, his kingdom, has already begun. Jesus (“He”, v. 3) 
shows us something of God’s greatness, and is an exact image, icon, of God. Christ 
continues to sustain all that is created. Jesus purified us through his death; then he 
was exalted in returning to the Father. Since before time and now he is “much 
superior to angels” (v. 4). (Jews held that Mosaic law was spoken by angels.) In 
Judaism, he is Wisdom; to us, he is Son (v. 5). (To Semites, receiving a new name 
indicated some change in a person: he is now both pre-existent and exalted.) The 
gist of vv. 5-12 is: while angels were held in high esteem at the time, Jesus is much 
greater than they. 
 
John 1:1-14  
The intent of this gospel is “that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah 
[the Christ], the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name” (20:31). John begins from God’s creative act: “In the beginning, when God 
created the heavens and the earth ...” (Genesis 1:1), the Word, he who became a 
human (v. 14a), already existed. He was “with God” (v. 1) and (with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit); he was God. He was the agent through whom “all things came into 
being” (v. 3). Through him, life (physical and spiritual) began: life given by God, 
“the light of all people” (v. 4). It shines in a world of unbelief and opposition to 
God’s ways, and wins out (v. 5). John the Baptist came to “testify” (v. 7) to 
goodness, to point to Jesus (v. 8), the embodiment of perfect goodness, who was to 
come (v. 9). Jesus was rejected by most people (v. 11), but to those who believed in 
him, in who he was, he gave the opportunity to be adopted by God, as his children 
(v. 12) – and so to become one with him. Believers are reborn into God’s family 
through the Holy Spirit (“of God”, v. 13). The Word, Christ, became human 
(“flesh”, v. 14) and “lived among us”. The author is witness to God’s manifest 
power (“glory”) as seen in Jesus, that he is the only, unique, highly valued, son of 
the Father, that he possesses God’s attributes of free giving to humankind (“grace”) 
and ultimate truth. 
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NOTES ON THE MUSIC 

Prelude in G Major (BWV 541) – Bach 

The Prelude and Fugue in G Major is one of the most compact yet also most 
virtuosic free organ works by Bach. Written most likely as an audition showpiece 
for Bach’s eldest son Wilhelm Friedemann around 1730, this work condenses both 
North German and Italian stylistic elements into a captivating idiom full of energy 
and verve. 

According to Peter Williams, the key of G inspired Bach quite often to use 
arpeggios and broken chords as the main musical material in free keyboard works. 
This observation certainly applies to a high extent to the G Major Prelude. The 
opening with its extended passaggi, reminiscent of similar passagework in preludes 
by Buxtehude or Bruhns, succeeds in spanning almost the entire manual compass of 
Bach’s organ within a mere four bars. Even though the piece soon morphs into an 
Italianate concerto, the idea of broken chords is upheld throughout. In fact, the 
main subject of the prelude, which first appears in the pedal part, has in itself a 
triadic skeleton. The G Major Prelude receives its distinct upbeat character from its 
triple meter, combined with the tempo indication of Vivace, giving the work a 
‘majestic…unbroken swing’ (Peter Williams). 

Missa Brevis - Dove 

Since it was written in 2009, the Missa Brevis by Jonathan Dove (born 1959) has 
become one of the most-performed contemporary mass settings in the English-
speaking world. The piece is liked by audiences and performers alike for its 
imaginative, colourful yet accessible musical language. 

Dove’s early musical experience came from playing the piano, organ and viola. He 
studied composition with Robin Holloway at Cambridge and, after graduation, 
worked as a freelance accompanist, repetiteur, animateur and arranger. Opera and 
the voice became the central priorities in Dove’s output throughout his subsequent 
career. Starting with his breakthrough opera Flight, commissioned by 
Glyndebourne in 1998, Dove has gone on to write almost thirty operatic works. 
Throughout his career, the composer has made a serious commitment to 
community development through innovative musical projects. Amongst his sacred 
works, the Missa Brevis (2009), as well as the motet Seek him that maketh the seven 
stars (1995) are most widely performed. Jonathan Dove was made a Commander of 
the British Empire (CBE) in the Queen's 2019 Birthday Honours for services to 
music. 

The Missa Brevis was commissioned by the Cathedral Organists’ Association and 
was first performed during their conference in Wells on 13 May 2009 by the choir of 
Wells Cathedral under Matthew Owens. According to conductor and author Paul 
Spicer, ‘there were various stipulations which Dove was required to address: the 
music should be challenging, but not be out of the reach of a good church choir; it 
should be interesting but accessible; it should be economical in its proportions; and 
it should be in Latin accompanied by organ. At the first performance it was 
immediately recognized that Dove had judged the work perfectly. (As stipulated by 
the commission, the composer had not published a liturgical Mass before.) Twenty-
five cathedral organists signed up at the conference to perform the new work and 
many joined their number soon afterwards.’ 
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Looking at the four movements of the Missa Brevis, there are two contrasting moods 
that can be found. Whilst the Kyrie and Agnus Dei are calm and rather pensive, the 
Gloria and Sanctus are sparkling, energetic and full of rhythmic vitality. Dove’s 
writing is primarily homophonic, based on extracts from diatonic scales. Frequent 
sustained or repeated notes in the organ part provide tonal centres and harmonic 
stability. The centrepiece of the work is the Gloria, where passages of jubilant choral 
declamation are paired with captivating outbursts of organ sound. In Paul Spicer’s 
words, this movement has ‘something of a moto perpetuo with the organ setting up 
a rhythmically dancing figure in the opening bars.’ 

The Holy Boy – Ireland 

Born in Cheshire to a family of Scottish descent, John Ireland (1879 – 1962) is 
primarily known as a composer of piano works and art songs, even though he also 
wrote a notable body of organ and choral music resulting from his positions as 
organist at Holy Trinity Sloane Square and St Luke’s Chelsea. The most well-known 
of these sacred works are the hymn tune to My song is love unknown, as well as the 
motet Greater love hath no man. 

The Holy Boy, originally one of Ireland’s Preludes for Piano (published 1915), was 
transcribed for organ in 1919 by Ireland’s friend Alec Rowley, who then was the 
organist of St John’s, Richmond. Ireland’s biographer Muriel Searle described the 
melody of The Holy Boy as ‘simple to the point of austerity,’ saying that with its 
sophisticated harmonies, this piece ‘remains one of the public's favourite Ireland 
works.’ 

 

O magnum mysterium - Lauridsen 

The American composer Morten Johannes Lauridsen (born 1943) is one of the most 
imaginative voices in contemporary choral writing coming from North America. 
Originally from Washington State, he received his musical training at the 
University of Southern California, where he studied with Ingolf Dahl, Halsey 
Stevens, Robert Linn, and Harold Owen. In 1967, shortly upon completion of his 
studies, he began teaching at his alma mater and has been on their faculty ever 
since. In 2006, Lauridsen was named an ‘American Choral Master’ by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, and in 2007 he received the National Medal of Arts from 
President George W. Bush in a White House ceremony, ‘for his composition of 
radiant choral works combining musical beauty, power and spiritual depth that 
have thrilled audiences worldwide.’ 
Lauridsens’ O magnum mysterium, a setting of the responsorial chant for the Matins 
of Christmas, was written in 1994. According to the composer himself, he ‘wanted 
this piece to resonate immediately and deeply into the core of the listener, to 
illumine through sound.’ The inspiration for the work came from the a painting by 
Spanish Baroque painter Francisco de Zurbarán, Still life with lemons oranges and a 
rose, which Lauridsen associated with the Virgin Mary. 
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Mary’s Lullaby – Rutter 

Named ‘the composer who owns Christmas’ by The New York Times, John Rutter 
(born 1945) has indeed shaped the sound of Christmas for millions around the 
globe through the multitude of carols he composed and arranged in his unique 
style over more than forty years. Born in London and educated at Highgate School, 
John Rutter read music at Clare College Cambridge and served as the director of 
music of the same college between 1975 and 1979. Working as a freelance composer 
and editor ever since, John Rutter has made substantial contributions to the 
repertoire performed by amateur choirs in the English-speaking world and beyond. 
Besides carols and choir anthems, Rutter has written extended choral works, such 
as the Gloria (1974), Requiem (1985) and Magnificat (1990). 

Mary’s Lullaby, written in 1978 for the choir of Clare College Cambridge, has 
become one of Rutter’s most popular carols. Contrary to what the title might 
stipulate, Rutter did not use the typical, lilting 6/8 metre of a cradle song but chose 
to write extended cantilenas in a dreamy 3/4 metre, set in the warm tonality of Eb. 
The carol has three verses, each framed by a refrain. 

In the bleak midwinter - Darke 

Born in Highbury, London, Harold Darke (1888 – 1976) studied organ with Walter 
Parratt and composition with Charles Villiers Stanford at the Royal College of 
Music. In 1916, Darke became the organist at St Michael’s Cornhill in London, a 
position he held for fifty years until 1966. At the beginning of his tenure at St 
Michael’s, he initiated a Monday lunchtime recital series. This series still exists and 
is believed to be the longest-running lunchtime organ recital series in the world. 
Darke himself played 1,833 concerts there, including the complete organ works of J. 
S. Bach. 

Darke’s setting of the Christina Rosetti poem In the bleak midwinter has four verses, 
which alternate between solos with organ accompaniment and choir a cappella. 
From the opening bars of the organ introduction towards the very end of the piece, 
a tone of simplicity is conveyed. It may remind of the shepherds in the fields 
observing the mystery of Christ’s birth. 

Fugue in G Major (BWV 541a) – Bach 

The subject of Bach’s G Major Fugue, consisting mostly of repeated notes with an 
underlying skeleton of a broken G Major chord, is constructed in a way to induce 
suspensions as soon as a second voice enters. The subject shows a strikingly rare 
proximity to the idiom and sprightliness of Buxtehude’s canzonas and also 
resembles the opening of Bach’s Cantata No. 21, Ich hatte viel Bekümmernis. 
Throughout the G Major Fugue, Bach alters consequently between richer and 
lighter tessitura, between passages with few voices and complex passages for all 
four-parts. In the middle of the piece, after an almost uninterrupted presence of the 
main subject, the texture is gradually reduced to prepare the listener for an 
extended, subject-free episode for manuals-only. That episode, however, does not 
only create a contrast to the preceding fugal expositions but it also increases the 
anticipation of the reappearance of the catchy fugal subject. Once the subject 
reappears in the bass, the fugue gradually builds up layer by layer, ultimately 
leading to an abrupt, expressive halt, followed by an assertive coda. The piece ends 
with a dual pedal point (i.e. a sustained pitch in the soprano and in the bass) 
followed by a declamatory resolution of a suspended third. 
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St Paul’s Knightsbridge maintains a regular professional choir of eight and the 
services of both a Direct and Assistant Director of Music. The organ is by Henry 
Willis & Sons and dates from 1888. The musical repertoire, Sunday by Sunday, is 

diverse and often boldly ambitious: at the Solemn Mass at 11 am there is always a 
choral mass setting and two seasonal anthems, one at the Offertory and the other 

during Communion. Full details of the music for each week – along with a 
programme note – is published in the service paper.  The musicians also sing and 

play for weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorial services at the church. 
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