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Information for visitors/worshippers 

 
The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-
19 - a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your 
sense of smell or taste. 
 
We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Wearing a face covering during your time in the building; 
2. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
3. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
4. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), 
before 

5. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
 
When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming  up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace system, we need to keep a 
simple record of who has attended church services, and so a warden may ask for 
your name and contact number. Your attendance information will be stored 
securely and destroyed after 21 days.   

 
 

 
 

Cover image: 
St John the Baptist 

Donatello (c 1386 – 1466)  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

The Introductory Rite 

 
At 11 a.m. a bell is rung. All stand when the server and clergy enter. 

RORATE COELI 

The choir sings: 

Drop down ye heavens from above,  
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 
Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: thy 
holy cities are a wilderness; Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 
our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee.  R. 
 
Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: 
that ye may know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord, and beside 
me is no Saviour: and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  R. 
 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; my salvation shall not tarry: I have 
blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: fear not, for I will save 
thee: for I am the Lord thy God, the holy one of Israel, thy redeemer. R. 
 

THE GREETING 

When all are in their places the Celebrant says: 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and with thy spirit.  

 

THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The Celebrant says: 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light those things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 
All kneel. A time of silence and recollection is kept.   
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault. We are heartily sorry and repent of all 
our sins. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive 
us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life to 
the glory of thy name.  
Amen. 

KYRIE ELEISON 

The Choir sings:  

Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

Missa O Magnum Mysterium - Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 

 
The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.   
 
All stand.  

 

THE COLLECT 

The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer: 

Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger 
to prepare thy way before thee: 
grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready thy way 
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
that at thy second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight; 
who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
All sit. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
   to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
   and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
   and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
   they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
   the devastations of many generations. 
For I the Lord love justice, 
   I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
   and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations. 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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The choir sings: 

THE PSALMODY 
 
When the Lord turned again the captivity of Sion : 
 then were we like unto them that dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter : 
 and our tongue with joy. 
Then said they among the heathen : 
 The Lord hath done great things for them. 
Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us already : 
 whereof we rejoice. 
Turn our captivity, O Lord : as the rivers in the south. 
They that sow in tears : shall reap in joy. 
He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth good seed : 
 shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him. 
         

Psalm 126 

 

CHORALE PRELUDE 

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland (BuxWV 211) D. Buxtehude (1637-1707)

 

  

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All stand. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight: 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia. 
 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 
The Lord be with you      
And with thy spirit. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to John. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny 
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it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? 
Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then 
are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands 
one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 
THE SERMON 

The Reverend Luigi Gioia 
Associate Priest 

 
 

THE CREED 
All stand with the Celebrant, who says: Let us make affirmation of our faith.  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
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and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Celebrant says:   
Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 
before our Maker and Redeemer. 
 
All kneel. 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That God may establish among the nations 
his sceptre of righteousness, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 
and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That God may bind up the brokenhearted, 
restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
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That the light of God’s coming may dawn 
on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That, with Our Lady, St Paul and all the saints in light, 
we may shine forth as lights in the world, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In silence we offer our own prayers and thanksgivings  
to our heavenly Father. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Almighty God, 
as thy blessed Son our Lord Jesus Christ 

came first to seek and to save the lost; 
so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

 
THE NOTICES 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The Celebrant says: 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

The Choir sings: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because He hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; 
He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; 
to give unto them that mourn 
a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness; 
That they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord that He might be glorified. 
 
For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden causeth the 
things that are sown in it to spring forth; 
So the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to 
spring forth before all nations. 

 

from The Apostles, Op. 49 Isaiah 61 vv. 1–3, 11 
Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

 
 
The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer.  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high, and sending forth through him thy 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 

And now we give thee thanks 
because thou didst send him to redeem us from sin and death  
and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power  
and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may with joy behold his appearing,  
and in confidence may stand before him. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven,  
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and 
saying:  

The Choir sings: 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua, Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  Glory 
be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Missa O Magnum Mysterium - Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.   
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
THE FRACTION 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
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The choir sings: 
AGNUS DEI 

 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Missa O Magnum Mysterium - Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 
 

This is the record of John,  
when the Jews sent priests and Levites  
from Jerusalem to ask him,  
Who art thou?  
And he confessed and denied not,  
and said plainly,  
I am not the Christ.  

And they asked him,  
What art thou then? Art thou Elias?  
And he said, I am not.  
Art thou the prophet?  
And he answered, No.  

Then said they unto him,  
What art thou? that we may give an answer  
unto them that sent us.  
What sayest thou of thyself?  
And he said, I am the voice of him that  
crieth in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord.  
 

Orlando Gibbons (1585-1625)  John 1: 19-23 
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
All kneel. 

We give thee thanks, O Lord, for these thy heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of thy Spirit 
that when our Saviour Christ shall come again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who liveth and reigneth now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us 
with the body and blood of thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit 
to live and work to thy praise and glory. Amen. 

All stand. 

The Concluding Rite 

THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
All remain standing as the server and clergy depart. 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
played by Timothy Wakerell 

 
Chorale Prelude on 'Dundee' C.H.H. Parry (1848-1918) 

 

Please take this order of service away with you,  
or place in the recycling bin as you leave the church.  
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NOTES ON THE READINGS 

Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11  
This passage was probably written after the people of Israel returned from Exile. It 
foretells the total salvation of God’s people: bodily, spiritually, individually and 
socially. The prophet says that God has empowered him to act on God’s behalf; God 
has “anointed” him, commissioned him to preach and to hear the Word of faith, to 
understand God’s word, and to be strengthened in following it. (Vv. 1b-2 are Jesus’ 
text when he preaches the good news in the synagogue in Nazareth: see Luke 4:18-
19.) This is a message of rescue for God’s people, in all ways. “The year of the Lord’s 
favour” (v. 2) is mentioned in Leviticus 25:10: in a jubilee year, a year dedicated to 
God, one of liberty, all shall return home to their families. It is a year of rest in which 
the land produces without being sown. (The word translated as “vengeance” can be 
rendered as rescue.) In 60:21, God promises the people righteousness, oneness with 
God. Calling them “oaks of righteousness” here (v. 3) indicates the strength of their 
bond with him. They will show God’s majesty and power (“glory”), as intermediaries 
(“priests”, v. 6) between him and other nations. Vv. 4-7 tell us that strangers, 
foreigners, from all nations will contribute to the restoration of righteousness on 
earth. They will be greatly (“double”) blessed, and have eternal joy. The promises to 
Abraham made in Haran are finally to be fulfilled (v. 9). “They” (probably Israel, but 
possibly the foreigners too) will be rewarded (“recompense”, v. 8); God’s agreement 
with them will last for ever. In vv. 10-11, the prophet speaks as the renewed 
Jerusalem. All will rejoice because God has provided salvation and has healed their 
rift with God. Just as seeds grow into plants that can be seen, so God will cause 
people to be joined with him, to grow in him, and to praise him as an example for 
“all the nations”. 

John 1:6-8,19-28  
John is the fourth gospel. Its author makes no attempt to give a chronological account 
of the life of Jesus (which the other gospels do, to a degree), but rather "...these things 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name." John includes what he 
calls signs, stories of miracles, to help in this process.  In the opening verses of the 
book, the evangelist has told us, that the Word, the logos, (i.e. what God says, God in 
action, creating, revealing and redeeming) existed before all time. He is the force 
behind all that exists; he causes physical and spiritual life to be; life, goodness, light, 
overcomes all evil. Jesus, the “light” (v. 7), took on being human through God, and is 
a force for goodness, light, godliness, for all people. Now he tells of John the baptizer, 
who is sent, commissioned by God, to point to Jesus, to “testify to the light” (v. 7). He 
is the lamp that illuminates the way, but Christ is the light (v. 8). When the religious 
authorities (“Jews”, v. 19) send emissaries (“priests and Levites”) to assess the 
authenticity of this religious figure, John tells them that he is neither of those whom 
they are expecting to come to earth: neither “the Messiah” (v. 20) nor the returned 
“Elijah” (v. 21). (Jews believed that one or both would establish a kingdom on earth 
free from Roman domination.) Neither is he “the prophet” who was expected (by 
some) to be instrumental in establishing the Messiah’s kingdom. John says simply 
that he is the one who prepares “the way of the Lord” (v. 23), who announces the 
Messiah’s coming, fulfilling Isaiah 40:3. Representatives of the Pharisees (who 
enforced traditional Jewish law and practice) ask in v. 25: why are you performing an 
official rite without official status? (Jews baptized proselytes at the time.) John tells 
them that the one to whom he points is already on earth (v. 27); he is so great that I 
am not even worthy to be his slave. Surprisingly, per v. 28, this occurred outside 
Israel. 
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NOTES ON THE MUSIC 

Missa O magnum mysterium - Victoria 

In a nutshell 

The Missa O magnum mysterium for four voices a cappella is one of eighteen mass 
settings by Spanish Renaissance composer Tomás Luis de Victoria (c. 1548 – 1611). 
The motifs on which this work is based are taken from Victoria’s own setting of the 
Christmas motet O magnum mysterium (written in 1572, twenty years before the mass 
was published). Victoria’s musical style is influenced the most eminent composer of 
the Counter-Reformation, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525 – 1594). 

Biography and style 

The life of Tomás Luis de Victoria is inextricably linked with both the Counter-
Reformation and the Spanish Crown, the latter being arguably the wealthiest and 
most powerful monarchy of its time. Victoria was born near the city of Ávila and was 
educated as a choirboy at the local cathedral. It can be safely assumed that during his 
time at the cathedral Victoria heard about the exemplary religious life of the 
Carmelite nun St Teresa of Ávila (1515 - 1582), an icon of the Counter-Reformation 
and preeminent reformer of religious life. The Victoria specialist Henry Washington 
even argued that St Teresa and Victoria were personally acquainted, implying that 
she might have influenced Victoria in his decision to become a priest later in his life. 
At first, however, Victoria followed a career exclusively dedicated to music. This 
career should bring him to Rome, supported by a grant from the Spanish King Philip 
II. There, at just seventeen years old, he became the maestro di cappella at the 
Collegium Germanicum, the famous theological college of the Jesuits, which had 
been founded by yet another important Spanish religious innovator of the time, St 
Ignatius of Loyola (1491 – 1556). Staying in the service of the Jesuits, Victoria 
succeeded Palestrina as the maestro di cappella at the neighbouring Collegium 
Romanum (the precursor of the Pontifical Gregorian University) until he returned to 
Spain in 1587 to honour the king’s request of becoming the organist and choirmaster 
of the Carmelite convent in the royal palace in Madrid, as well as the chaplain to the 
Spanish royal family. 

At a time when religious uncertainty was shaking Europe, Victoria’s music, together 
with the compositions of Palestrina and Lassus, intended to endorse the Catholic 
Church and evoke stability through the iconic, pure and timeless sound of Latin 
polyphony. However, even though Victoria’s and Palestrina’s respective styles have 
numerous resemblances, Victoria often sounds more immediate and less polished 
than Palestrina, not dissimilar to the plain yet imposing Spanish architecture of his 
time. 

The work 

The Missa O magnum mysterium was first published in Rome in 1592 in the collection 
Thomae Ludovici De Victoria Abulensis Missae, quattuor, quinque, sex, et octo vocibus 
concinendae, una cum Antiphonis, Asperges, et Vidi aquam totius anni [Masses by Tomás 
Luis de Victoria from Ávila, to be sung by four, five, six and eight voices, together 
with the antiphons Asperges and Vidi aquam for the whole year]. 
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In the Missa O magnum mysterium, Victoria borrows the main subject for the Kyrie and 
Sanctus from the beginning of his motet O magnum mysterium, written twenty years 
earlier as a responsory for the Matins of Christmas and of the Feast of Circumcision 
of Christ (the Octave of Christmas). In that motet, as well as in the Kyrie and Sanctus 
of the mass, the characteristic intervals are a descending fifth, followed by an 
ascending fifth and ascending minor second, a motif typical for many Gregorian 
melodies in the Dorian mode. 

In many ways, the Missa O magnum mysterium with its rigorous polyphony and 
intricate imitations shows the trademarks of Palestrina’s mastery. One could at first 
glance, therefore, describe Victoria’s music as merely stereotypical for the sixteenth 
century as did Italian musicologist Daniele Filippi in a provocative article from 2012, 
where he compared composers with machines, saying: ‘you feed text into the 
machine, and beautifully woven segments of counterpoint come out on the other 
side. End of the text, end of the piece, and that's it. Adherence to the text, additive 
form, and varietas [‘variety’, i.e. the obligatory use of new motifs for each new 
section] seem to be the only working concepts’. 

There is, however, considerably more depth in in the way the Victoria interlinked 
text and music. Not only did the composer use the conventional, dance-like triple 
meter for the Hosanna or reduce the texture to three parts in the Benedictus for the 
purpose of a more intimate sound, but Victoria, for instance, also added a fifth voice 
to the Agnus Dei, which may have a specific theological implication. Throughout the 
whole movement, this fifth voice (a second soprano) follows the first soprano in the 
manner of a canon in unison, with the remaining voices accompanying this duet. It is 
not unlikely that Victoria wanted to refer to the pericope of the Baptism of Christ 
from the Gospel of John: ‘The next day he [St John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, 
because he was before me.’” 

 

The Spirit of the Lord – Elgar 

The anthem The Spirit of the Lord by Edward Elgar (1857 – 1934) is taken from the 
oratorio The Apostles, Op. 49, where it serves as the prologue. Elgar wrote this 
oratorio in 1903, building on the previous success of the Enigma Variations (1898/99, 
containing the famous variation Nimrod) and the March Pomp and Circumstance No. 1 
(1901, containing the melody of what should later become Land of Hope and Glory). 
Whilst his secular works would eventually elevate Elgar to become one of Britain’s 
most popular and recognised composers (knighted in 1904, appointed Master of the 
King’s Musick in 1924, appointed KCVO in 1928) and would closely associate him 
with what could be described as empire-patriotism, Elgar’s sacred works, however, 
including The Apostles, were always received with a certain ambivalence. This is not 
least due to Elgar’s Catholic faith, which in the early-20th century caused more than 
one Anglican cathedral to prohibit performances of his works. 

An extended, evocative organ introduction opens The Spirit of the Lord, allowing for 
the listener to imagine God’s spirit descending on the souls of the chosen apostles. 
The entire piece is melody-driven throughout and makes use more than once of 
unison effects in the choral parts. The two dramatic culminations underscore the 
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apostles’ authority to preach healing and salvation, resulting in the growth of God’s 
kingdom on earth. The Spirit of the Lord ends as subdued as it began by using the 
musical material of the opening. 

 

This is the record of John – Gibbons 

The music of Orlando Gibbons (1583 – 1625), one of the most influential English 
composers of the late Tudor and early Jacobean era, stands at the crossroads of the 
Renaissance and the Baroque period and relies particularly on new musical 
influences coming from Italy, such as the basso continuo. Gibbons was educated at 
King’s College Cambridge, served as a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal under King 
James I before becoming the organist of Westminster Abbey for the last two years of 
his life. He composed several dozen anthems, keyboard works, madrigals, as well as 
thirty fantasies for viol consort. 

This is the record of John is one of Gibbons’ fifteen verse anthems. Characteristic for 
this genre is the succession of sections for one or more solo voices and the full choir, 
all accompanied by a contrapuntal organ basso continuo, which in many ways bears 
resemblance to the tessitura of a viol quartet. This is the record of John was composed 
for the feast of St John the Baptist (24th of June) and is set for five vocal parts and 
basso continuo. The composition depicts the dialogue between St John and Jewish 
priests and Levites, with an alto solo voice carrying the main narrative and the choir 
repeating the key statements of each of the three sections of the anthem. 

Notes on the music by Michael Koenig 
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