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Information for visitors/worshippers 

 
The safety of our congregation, visitors and staff is paramount. Please use 
common sense and don’t come to church if you have any symptoms of COVID-
19 - a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, and a loss or change to your 
sense of smell or taste. 
 
We have done everything possible to make the building and the experience of 
worship safe, and have modified the way in which you will be welcomed. Please 
will you play your part by: 
1. Wearing a face covering during your time in the building; 
2. Using the hand sanitizer gel on entering the building; 
3. Picking up your own service paper from the table at the back; 
4. Putting your offering into the collection plate OR using the contactless 

payment machine (as there will be no collection during the service), 
before 

5. Finding a seat that maintains appropriate social distancing.  
6. Not mingling with people from outside your household or support 

bubble. 
 
When it comes to the time for Holy Communion, we have also done everything 
possible to make that experience safe (including rigorous hygiene behind the 
scenes and hand-cleansing before any of the vessels or elements are touched).  
Please will you play your part by: 
1. Following the directions you will be given about where to move and  

stand; 
2. Receiving the Sacrament in one kind (the bread only), standing; 
3. Returning to your place by way of the centre aisle, maintaining social  

distancing. 
4. If you feel anxious, stay in your place and pray rather than coming  up to 

receive – and make a ‘spiritual communion’ in your heart. 
 
 
 

Track and trace 
 
In order to support the national track and trace 
system, we invite you use the NHS COVID19 
APP to check-in to St Paul’s using this QR 
code. 
 
 
 
 

 
Cover image: 

The Annunciation 

Alessandro di Mariano di Vanni Filipepi (c. 1445 – 1510) 

known as Sandro Botticelli  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

The Introductory Rite 

 
At 11 a.m. a bell is rung. All stand when the server and clergy enter. 

RORATE COELI 

The choir sings: 

Drop down ye heavens from above,  
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 
Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: thy 
holy cities are a wilderness; Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 
our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee.  R. 
 
Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: 
that ye may know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord, and beside 
me is no Saviour: and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  R. 
 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; my salvation shall not tarry: I have 
blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: fear not, for I will save 
thee: for I am the Lord thy God, the holy one of Israel, thy redeemer. R. 
 

THE GREETING 

When all are in their places the Celebrant says: 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and with thy spirit.  

 

THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The Celebrant says: 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light those things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 
All kneel. A time of silence and recollection is kept.   
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault. We are heartily sorry and repent of all 
our sins. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive 
us all that is past, and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life to 
the glory of thy name.  
Amen. 

KYRIE ELEISON 

The Choir sings:  

Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

Mass in G minor – R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.   
 
All stand.  

 

THE COLLECT 

The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer: 

Let us pray. 

O God our redeemer, 
who didst prepare the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of thy Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he shall come again to be our judge; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
All sit. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the second book of Samuel. 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 
Lord is with you.’ 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to 
live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, 
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the 
great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed 
no more; and evil 

oers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you 
a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before 
me; your throne shall be established for ever. 

2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16 

This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
The choir sings: 

THE PSALMODY 
 
My song shall be alway of the loving kindness of the Lord : with my   
  mouth will I ever be shewing thy truth from one generation to another. 
For I have said, Mercy shall be set up for ever : 
 thy truth shalt thou stablish in the heavens. 
I have made a covenant with my chosen : 
 I have sworn unto David my servant; 
Thy seed will I stablish for ever : 
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 and set up thy throne from one generation to another. 
For the Lord is our defence :  the Holy One of Israel is our King. 
Thou spakest sometime in visions unto thy saints, and saidst : I have laid  
 help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
I have found David my servant : with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
My hand shall hold him fast : and my arm shall strengthen him. 
The enemy shall not be able to do him violence : 
 the son of wickedness shall not hurt him. 
I will smite down his foes before his face : and plague them that hate him. 
My truth also and my mercy shall be with him : 
 and in my Name shall his horn be exalted. 
I will set his dominion also in the sea : and his right hand in the floods.         

Psalm: 89:1-4, 19-26 

 

CHORALE PRELUDE 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (BWV 599) J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

  

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All stand. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight: 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 
The Lord be with you      
And with thy spirit. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
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you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible 
with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

Luke 1: 26-38 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 
 

THE SERMON 
The Reverend Alan Gyle 

Vicar 
 
 
 

THE CREED 
All stand with the Celebrant, who says: Let us make affirmation of our faith.  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
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and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Celebrant says:   
Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 
before our Maker and Redeemer. 
 
All kneel. 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That God may establish among the nations 
his sceptre of righteousness, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 
and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That God may bind up the brokenhearted, 
restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That the light of God’s coming may dawn 
on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 
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let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That, with Our Lady, St Paul and all the saints in light, 
we may shine forth as lights in the world, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In silence we offer our own prayers and thanksgivings  
to our heavenly Father. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Almighty God, 
as thy blessed Son our Lord Jesus Christ 

came first to seek and to save the lost; 
so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

 
 

THE NOTICES 
 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The Celebrant says: 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

Kindly refrain from sharing the peace by the customary handshake.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

The Choir sings: 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum, et exsultavit spiritus meus in Deo 
salvatore meo, quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae.  

Ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes, quia fecit mihi 
magna, qui potens est, et sanctum nomen eius, et misericordia eius in 
progenies et progenies timentibus eum. 

Fecit potentiam in brachio suo, dispersit superbos mente cordis sui; 
deposuit potentes de sede et exaltavit humiles; esurientes implevit bonis et 
divites dimisit inanes. 

Suscepit Israel puerum suum, recordatus misericordiae, sicut locutus est 
ad patres nostros, Abraham et semini eius in saecula. 

 

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
For he has regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is 
mighty has done great things to me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is on 
them that fear him throughout all generations. 

He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He has put down the mighty from their seat and has 
exalted the humble and meek. He has filled the hungry with good things and the 
rich he has sent away empty. 

Remembering his mercy, he has helped his servant Israel as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 

 

Arvo Pärt (b.1935) Luke 1:46-55 

 
 
 
The altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary 
party is censed. When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed and remain 
standing for the Eucharistic Prayer.  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high, and sending forth through him thy 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 

And now we give thee thanks 
because thou didst send him to redeem us from sin and death  
and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power  
and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may with joy behold his appearing,  
and in confidence may stand before him. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee 
and saying:  

The Choir sings: 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua, Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  Glory 
be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass in G minor – R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.   
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All kneel. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
THE FRACTION 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

THE GIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Currently we are distributing only the bread of Holy Communion, which is 
Christ’s body. All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion are invited to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this 
booklet in their hands as an indication to the Priest.  
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The choir sings: 

AGNUS DEI 
 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 
Mass in G minor – R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 
 
‘For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 
 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.’ 
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say- 
‘Most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 

 

Basque carol Words by S. Baring-Gould (1834-1924) 
arranged by David Willcocks (1919-2015) 
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
All kneel. 

Heavenly Father, 
who didst choose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us thy servants with thy grace, 
that in all things we may embrace thy holy will 
and with her rejoice in thy salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us 
with the body and blood of thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit 
to live and work to thy praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 

All stand. 
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The Concluding Rite 

THE BLESSING & THE DISMISSAL 

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit. 
 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
All remain standing as the server and clergy depart. 

 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
played by Michael Koenig 

 
Toccata on Veni Emmanuel Andrew Carter (b.1939) 

 

 

 

 

Please take this order of service away with you,  
or place in the recycling bin as you leave the church.  



17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST PAUL’S 
 

 
Tuesday 22nd December at 6.00 p.m. 

Britten Ceremony of Carols 
Join us as the choir of St Paul’s perform Britten’s Ceremony of Carols  

with harpist Glenda Allaway 
 

 
Wednesday 23rd December at 6.00 p.m. 

Reflections for Christmas with Messiaen 
Join our organist, Timothy Wakerell, to explore the mystery of the Incarnation  

through Olivier Messiaen’s La Nativité du Seigneur.  
 

 
Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve at 11.00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass 
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 

Music by Haydn, Leighton and Tavener 
 

 
Friday 25th December – Christmas Day at 11.00 a.m. 

The Solemn Eucharist on Christmas Morning 
Preacher: Fr Luigi Gioia 

Music by Dove, Lauridsen, Rutter and Darke 
 
 

 
Sunday 27th December – First Sunday of Christmas at 11.00 a.m. 

The Eucharist  
Preacher: Fr Alan Gyle 
Cantor: Clare McCaldin 
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NOTES ON THE READINGS 

 
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16  
David is now installed as king in Jerusalem. A key to understanding this passage is 
that the word “house” (consistently bayith in Hebrew) has three different meanings 
here: palace (vv. 1, 2), temple (vv. 5-7), and dynasty (or royal house, v. 11). After 
various wars, most recently with the coastal people, the Philistines, David consults 
his court prophet, Nathan: since I now have a palace, I think the time has come to 
build a temple for the Ark. Nathan agrees. But that night, God speaks to Nathan (v. 
4); tell David that he is not the one to build a temple for me. Ever since the Exodus I 
have not had one (v. 6), and have never asked for one (v. 7). (“Cedar”, vv. 2, 7, was 
the best building material at the time.) God tells Nathan to give David a personal 
assurance (vv. 8-9): God has raised him from shepherd boy to king, has always been 
with him wherever he went (local gods were confined to one place on earth), and has 
defeated all his enemies. God will make him great. God will also (vv. 10-11) give the 
people of Israel, his people, a settled life, peace and security – which they lacked 
under the judges. He will make him founder of a dynasty, a “house”; both it and 
David’s kingdom will be God’s for ever (v. 16). In v. 17, Nathan duly tells King David 
all God has promised. 
 
Luke 1:26-38  
In vv. 8-17, Luke has told us about Zechariah seeing an angel in the sanctuary of the 
Temple. The angel told him that his wife, Elizabeth, will bear a son, who will be 
named John. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit and “turn many of the people of 
Israel to the Lord their God ... to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
Elizabeth is now in the “sixth month” (v. 26) of her pregnancy. God sends the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth. (Angels have appeared at great moments in the story of 
salvation. Gabriel also appeared to Daniel in Babylon. In John 1:46, we read “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” It was a town known for its jealous, 
materially minded people.) It is through Joseph (not Mary) that Jesus is of the lineage 
of David. Mary’s name in Hebrew is Miryam, meaning exalted one (“favoured one”). 
The angel greets Mary, the origin of the prayer ‘Hail Mary’ (Ave Maria). Mary is 
especially “favoured” (vv. 28, 30) with God’s love, and as such has long been part of 
God’s plan. “Perplexed” (v. 29), she reflects on this greeting (“pondered”, v. 29), 
drawing on her faith: in what way am I “favoured”? She might have panicked in the 
presence of God’s messenger: awe can easily turn into fear. Gabriel now tells her (vv. 
30-33): she will bear a son, Son of God, a king. (God says “do not be afraid” to 
Abraham when he tells him he will have a son.) V. 31a recalls Isaiah 7:14: there Isaiah 
tells King Ahaz that “the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel” (meaning God with us.) Psalm 89:26-27 also speaks of the link 
between the dynasty of David and sonship of God. (“The Most High”, vv. 32, 35, is 
God.) The prophet Micah often speaks of the house of Israel as the “house of Jacob”; 
in his book (4:7), we read “the Lord will reign over them ... forevermore.” (Jacob is 
renamed Israel after his struggle with God at Peniel (Genesis 32:28), but we find both 
names used for the man and the people from that point on.) While Mary does not 
doubt Gabriel’s message from God, she does wonder how can this be?. The last 
clause in v. 34 can be rendered since I have no husband. Mary is engaged to Joseph. 
Gabriel, in v. 35, answers Mary’s question by telling her that she will conceive 
through the power of the Holy Spirit (not through sexual union): a gift from God. 
The child will be filled with the Holy Spirit (“holy”), dedicated to the service of God, 
and “will be called Son of God”. V. 37 is like Genesis 18:14, where God says “Is 
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anything too wonderful for the LORD?”. There (as with Elizabeth) in advanced years 
(“in her old age”, v. 36), after a normal gestation period, Sarah gives birth to a son. 
Jesus’ birth is even more exceptional than those of Isaac and John the Baptist. To be a 
“servant of the Lord” (v. 38) is special: David, in v. 8 of today’s first reading, is called 
a servant. Luke is doing more than telling the story of the Annunciation: he is placing 
Jesus in the context of Old Testament prophecies. 

 
NOTES ON THE MUSIC 

Mass in G Minor – Vaughan Williams 

In a nutshell 

The Mass in G Minor for soli and double choir a cappella by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams (1872 – 1958) is widely regarded as one of the milestones of English choral 
music of the 20th century. The work is heavily influenced by the style of Thomas 
Tallis (1505 – 1585) and William Byrd (1543 – 1623). Furthermore, by using a modal 
musical language, the Mass evokes a sense of connectedness with the time of 
Shakespeare, the English Reformation and the victory over the Spanish Armada. 

Biography and style 

Born in Down Ampney, Gloucestershire as the son of a vicar, Ralph Vaughn 
Williams’ maternal ancestors included abolitionist Josiah Wedgwood, as well as 
naturalist Charles Darwin. The musical talent of the young Vaughan Williams was 
soon discovered, and after attending Charterhouse, he went to study composition 
with Hubert Parry at the Royal College of Music. After pursuing a degree in music at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, Vaughan Williams returned to the Royal College of 
Music to continue his composition studies. Whilst he had admired his first 
composition teacher Parry, Vaughan Williams rejected the conservative views of his 
new teacher Charles Villiers Stanford. That is to say, at a time around 1900 when 
political rivalries between Britain and Germany were rapidly growing, it became 
fashionable for the younger generation of composers to disassociate themselves from 
the prevalent Germanic influences of 19th-century British music. Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, in fact, became the most influential of this new, so-called English Pastoral 
School, alongside with Gustav Holst, John Ireland and Gerald Finzi. Instead of 
drawing inspiration from the tonal music of Mendelssohn and Wagner, these 
composers not only emulated the style of 16th-century English composers but also 
created a distinct archaic sound world by using chord progressions without leading-
tones. 

After finishing his music studies, Vaughan Williams briefly earned a living as a 
church organist before becoming the music editor for The English Hymnal (its revised 
version, The New English Hymnal is used in many English churches, amongst them St 
Paul’s Knightsbridge) and taking up an avid activity as a collector of English folk 
songs. These experiences formed Vaughan Williams’ own idiom. First major pieces, 
such as the Fantasia on a theme by Thomas Tallis (1910) and The Lark Ascending (1914), 
would build the foundation of Vaughan Williams’ lasting success as a composer. 
Nevertheless, after serving in the Army during the First World War, it took Vaughan 
Williams no less than two years to regain confidence and inspiration as a composer. 
Amongst the first of his works from the interwar period was the Mass in G Minor, 
written in 1921. By composing choral music, Vaughan Williams believed that 
something like a genealogy existed that linked him and his peers with the famous 
English composers of the 16th century: ‘We pupils of Parry have, if we have been 
wise, inherited from him the great English choral tradition, which Tallis passed on to 
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Byrd, Byrd to Gibbons, Gibbons to Purcell, Purcell to Battishill and Greene, and they 
in their turn through the Wesleys, to Parry. He has passed on the torch to us and it is 
our duty to keep it alight.’ 

The work 

Vaughan Williams’ Mass in G Minor has been regarded as the first mass written in a 
distinctly English manner since the 16th century. The work is dedicated to Gustav 
Holst and the Whitsuntide Singers of Thaxted in north Essex. The Mass, however, 
was first performed by the City of Birmingham Choir in a concert on 6 December 
1922. The following year, the piece had its first liturgical performance at Westminster 
Cathedral under Richard R. Terry, a then well-known advocate for Tudor church 
music. Terry commended Vaughan Williams on his composition by saying, ‘it is the 
work one has all along been waiting for. In your individual and modern idiom you 
have really captured the old liturgical spirit and atmosphere.’ The wider success and 
popularity of the Mass in G Minor may have further been due to Vaughan Williams’ 
own premise that ‘the object of all art is to obtain a partial revelation of that which is 
beyond human senses and human faculties – of that in fact which is spiritual.’ 

From its very beginning, the Kyrie, written as a four-part movement, sets the tone of 
the entire Mass, characterised by the archaic use of modality, polyphonic imitations 
and parallel triads. The Sanctus, which was one of the two movements from the Mass 
that were sung at the Coronation Service of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953, begins with a 
musical depiction of the angelic chorus in heaven. The following Pleni sunt caeli 
emulates early polyphony, whilst the two Osanna sections consist of a majestic 
chordal dialogue between the two choirs. The Agnus Dei, finally, alternates between 
soloists and the full choir, building up to a powerful musical climax in the Dona 
nobis pacem. 

 

 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (BWV 599) – Bach 

The chorale prelude on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 is part of the 
Orgelbüchlein (“little organ book”) collection, which was composed by J. S. Bach in 
Weimar between 1708 and 1717. Throughout his life, the composer appears to have 
had a particular affinity to the chorale Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, as he wrote 
several settings for organ based on it, as well as two cantatas. The chorale itself is 
Martin Luther’s version of the Gregorian Advent hymn Veni Redemptor Gentium. 
The first verse of Luther’s text translates as follows: 

Saviour of the nations, come; / Virgin's Son, here make Thy home! / Marvel 
now, O heaven and earth, / That the Lord chose such a birth. 

Bach’s chorale prelude BWV 599 follows the principles of what Ernest May has 
termed a “melody chorale.” A single, largely unornamented exposition of the tune is 
presented in long note values in the soprano, whilst a rhythmically and harmonically 
complex texture of accompanying voices is placed below. Bach’s treatment of this 
accompaniment resembles a typical 17th–century harpsichord practice of broken 
chords, the many pauses and suspensions in this short setting, however, could be 
seen as symbols of longing and of wanting to resolve the innate tensions and 
dissonances of life by trusting in the coming of Christ. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thaxted
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Magnificat – Pärt 

The setting of the Magnificat by Estonian composer Arvo Pärt (born 1935) is one of 
the most instructive examples of an idiom developed by Pärt called tintinnabuli. 
According to the composer’s wife Nora, ‘the concept of tintinnabuli was born from a 
deeply rooted desire for an extremely reduced sound world which could not be 
measured, as it were, in kilometers, or even meters, but only in millimeters.’ It is 
through the silence, the absence of sound after a performance of his music, that Pärt 
intended to cause the most impact on the listener. Nora Pärt explains: ‘By the end [of 
a work] the listening attention is utterly focused. At the point after the music has 
faded away it is particularly remarkable to hear your breath, your heartbeat, the 
lighting or the air conditioning system, for example.’ 

Technically, Pärt’s tintinnabuli idiom (the word refers to the Latin term for bell or 
chime) consists of strict homophony and the almost minimalistic prevalence of 
repeated pitches, against which one single voice presents a line of moving intervals. 
The Magnificat by Arvo Pärt was composed in 1989 and is dedicated to the Staats- 
und Domchor Berlin (“State and Cathedral Choir, Berlin”); the work was premiered in 
1990 in Stuttgart. 

 

Gabriel’s message – Willcocks (arr.) 

Sir David Willcocks (1919 – 2015) was one of the most influential British choral 
conductors and composers of the post-WWII period. Willcocks is most associated 
with the position of Director of Music at King’s College Cambridge, which he held 
between 1957 and 1974. Due the worldwide reception of the Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols from King’s, Willcocks’ most well-known arrangements include carols, as 
well as the incomparable re-harmonisation of O come, all ye faithful, which has become 
one of the most recognised musical identifying features of Christmas in the English-
speaking world. 

Gabriel’s message is a carol based on a Basque folk melody. The tune alludes to the 
gentle rocking of a Siciliana, a dance in 12/8 metre often associated with the piping of 
shepherds in the fields. Willcocks’ simple yet highly effective and balanced setting 
avoids leading-tones and, thus, creates an atmosphere of musical remoteness and 
innocence. 

 

Toccata on Veni Emmanuel – Carter 

Born in Leicester in 1939, Andrew Carter studied music at Leeds University before 
becoming a bass clerk at York Minster. In York he founded the Chapter House Choir, 
an award winning mixed-voice concert group, which he conducted for seventeen 
years and for which he wrote many of his arrangements. Later in his life, composing 
became Carter’s main occupation. His choral and organ works have been widely 
performed in Britain, as well as the United States. 

The Toccata on Veni Emmanuel was commissioned by Oxford University Press. The 
piece was first performed in 1995 by John Scott at York Minster. Andrew Carter 
writes: ‘I thought I would adopt the Toccata idiom and allow the tune to weigh in 
played by the pedals. After a short development section in an imitative style, the 
theme returns, this time with the notes disposed more than two octaves with the 
glittering manual figurations above. 

Notes on the music by Michael Koenig 
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THE ANNUNCIATION 

 
The angel and the girl are met. 
 
Earth was the only meeting place. 
For the embodied never yet 
Travelled beyond the shore of space. 
 
The eternal spirits in freedom go. 
See, they have come together, see, 
While the destroying minutes flow, 
Each reflects the other’s face 
Till heaven in hers and earth in his 
Shine steady there. He’s come to her 
From far beyond the farthest star, 
Feathered through time. Immediacy 
Of strangest strangeness is the bliss 
That from their limbs all movement takes. 
Yet the increasing rapture brings 
So great a wonder that it makes 
Each feather tremble on his wings. 
 
Outside the window footsteps fall 
Into the ordinary day 
And with the sun along the wall 
Pursue their unreturning way. 
Sound’s perpetual roundabout 
Rolls its numbered octaves out 
And hoarsely grinds its battered tune. 
 
But through the endless afternoon 
These neither speak nor movement make, 
But stare into their deepening trance 
As if their gaze would never break. 
 

Edwin Muir (1887-1959) 
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